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IDENTIFYING AND REPLACING LEAD PIPES

This leaflet will help you to identify if you have lead pipes, what do if you have a problem with a lead pipe and how to replace them.

Identifying lead pipes

Lead pipes are generally thicker than copper or steel pipes.  They are a grey and a silvery colour when scratched.  Joints in lead pipes or between lead and another metal are usually rounded.  Lead water tanks are always found inside a timber casing.  A lead water tank should not be confused with a zinc tank which may also be silver in colour but will not be in a timber casing.
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Repairing lead pipes and tanks

If you have a leak in a lead pipe of tank it must be dealt with straight away.  A plumber can make temporary repairs.  If you are calling a plumber make sure you tell them that the problem is with a lead pip, as lead plumbing requires special skills.

Replacing a lead rising main

If you think the pipe connecting the mains water supply to your home is lead you should consider replacing the pipe with a plastic or copper pipe.  If you are replacing a lead pipe you should contact Scottish Water for further advise on replacing any section of pipe they own.

Various companies specialise in lead pipe replacement work.  Some use an underground moling system which avoids the need to dig up your garden.  Get quotes from at least two different contractors before choosing one.  The Council are unable to recommend contractors.

If you live in a flat it is likely that the lead mains water pipe will connect all the properties in the building.  If this is the case you should discuss replacing the pipe with your neighbours.

Before you begin the work you should get estimates from at least two plumbers.  If the cost is to be shared with other owners everyone must agree.
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