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Paths around Musselburgh
Paths in the

 Musselburgh area
Including Musselburgh, Wallyford and 

Whitecraig, East Lothian

Walk, run, cycle, ride

Public Transport
There are several points where 
public transport can be used to 
return to your start point or take 
you on to other locations. Details 
are available from Traveline on 
0871 200 22 33
www.travelinescotland.com

For further details of 
this area please refer to 
Ordnance Survey maps.

This map shows paths and routes around the ‘honest toun’ of 
Musselburgh, which will enable you to get out and about and 
explore the town and its environs. It also shows active travel 
routes to encourage everyone to consider getting around by 
walking or cycling, rather than using the car.

The name Musselburgh derives from the extensive mussel beds, 
which lie along its shore on the Firth of Forth. There has been a 
settlement here since Roman times, and the Roman Bridge still 
stands today over the River Esk. Musselburgh received burgh 
status by AD 1184.

The largest town in East Lothian, it is well known today for 
golf and its racecourse. Musselburgh Racecourse, the oldest in 
Scotland, has been a venue for racing since 1816. The historic 
9-hole Musselburgh Links golf course is based within the 
Racecourse. The record books date the course to 1672, making 
it the oldest surviving golf club in the world. Newhailes, National 
Trust for Scotland property, is famed for having some of the 
finest rococo interiors in Scotland.

The John Muir Way national coast-to-coast route runs past the 
historic Fisherrow Harbour and along Musselburgh promenade, 
providing spectacular views across the Firth of Forth and an 
opportunity to spot wildlife along the coast.

Follow the River Esk Path, with its Murals Trail, and you 
may be lucky enough to spot a heron, kingfisher, or even 
an otter, in the heart of Musselburgh. The bird reserve at 
Levenhall Links provides an excellent vantage point for 
visitors to observe local bird life from specially constructed 
hides, accessible to all. To avoid disturbing wildlife, please 
keep dogs under control at all times and please take your 
litter home.

Links to further information about local places of interest:

Musselburgh Trail (the River Esk Plaque Trail): 
www.musselburghtrail.co.uk

Pinkie Battlefield Walk (site of the Battle of Pinkie 1547): 
details from Musselburgh Conservation Society at 
http://musselburghheritage.org.uk/?page_id=120

Queen Mary’s Mount Walk (Carberry Hill): details at 
www.visiteastlothian.org/activities/walking

The John Muir Way: www.johnmuirway.org

Link to leaflets about this section of the John Muir Way in 
East Lothian: www.visiteastlothian.org/activities/walkingM
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Core Paths around Musselburgh, Wallyford and Whitecraig 

Hawthorn

Dog walkers, please keep your dog under close 
control, ensure you clear up after your dog and 

dispose of dog waste responsibly.

Core paths form the basic network of paths around East Lothian and link into the wider 
network of other paths and rights of way around the county. They can be anything from 
a tarmac path to a grassy field margin. Whilst each core path may not be suitable for all 
user groups, the core path system as a whole provides for all types of users and people of 
varying abilities.

This leaflet shows the designated core paths in the Musselburgh, Wallyford and 
Whitecraig area. On the reverse is a detailed map of paths and routes around 
Musselburgh.

Please visit www.eastlothian.gov.uk and search for Core Path Plan to explore the wider 
East Lothian network.
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