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òWhen we try to pick out anything by itself, we 
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Executive Summary 

East Lothian /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Climate Change Strategy 2020ς2025 

 

Introduction 

There is a global climate emergency. The evidence is irrefutable and the science is clear. 
Warnings have been issued about the damage human beings are causing to the planet and 
how that damage has accelerated over the past 50 years. The impacts of climate change are 
having a serious effect on our communities. We ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ 
things around but to do so requires transformative change and action now. 

In August 2019, East Lothian CouncilΩǎ 9ƭŜŎǘŜŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ŀ 
Climate Emergency. The Council resolved to take action to make all our Council Services net 
Zero Carbon as soon as reasonably practicable or in any case by 2045 and to work with our 
communities and partners towards making East Lothian a carbon neutral county. 

Key Aims of the Strategy 

This Climate Change Strategy sets out the CouncilΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀƛƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Net Zero 
Council and a Carbon Neutral East Lothian. It sets out what we will do over the next 5 years 
towards achieving these overall aims, and the specific targets and actions which will help 
progress towards achieving net zero.  

This Climate Change Strategy covers two major aspects of climate change: 

¶ Climate Change Mitigation: this section of the strategy sets out how we will reduce 
our emissions to reach Net Zero as soon as reasonably practicable and by 2045, and 
help to mitigate against further global temperature rise; and 

¶ Climate Change Adaptation: climate change is already impacting upon us, and we 
set out how we will adapt to and prepare for future changes in our climate. This will 
help to reduce inequalities, and enable our communities and businesses to be more 
resilient for the future. 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Vision and Overall Aims of this strategy for responding to the Climate 
Emergency and tackling climate change mitigation and adaptation in East Lothian are: 

East Lothian Council will take urgent action to make all our Council Services Net Zero as 
soon as reasonably practicable or in any case by 2045 and will lobby, support and work 

with government, all relevant agencies, partners and communities to fulfil this 
commitment.  

We will also work with our communities and partners towards making East Lothian a 
carbon neutral county, enabling the county to deliver its part of wider national and 

international commitments, and to prepare for the impacts of climate change. 

This Climate Change Strategy sets out how East Lothian Council will work in partnership with 
our local communities, businesses, organisations and individuals to tackle climate change. 
The Council will also work with its partners in the East Lothian Partnership to help achieve a 
reduction in carbon emissions, and improve sustainability and equality across East Lothian. 

This strategy will embed the principles of Climate Justice into East Lothian CouncilΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
Emergency response, to ensure that those most vulnerable in our society, including those in 



3 
 

poverty who are already at a socio-economic disadvantage, will not be disproportionately 
adversely affected by the effects of climate change. 

The strategy will contribute to raising awareness of climate change challenges in East 
Lothian. It also sets out the priorities and actions for the Council and the wider East Lothian 
community to prepare for and reduce the impacts of climate change. 

The strategy has been informed and shaped by feedback and information gathered from the 
public during an initial consultation on the development of the strategy, and a formal public 
consultation on our Draft Climate Change Strategy. It was also developed with input from 
the Climate Change Planning and Monitoring Group and key stakeholder organisations. This 
informed the identification of the key issues and challenges, and the setting of the 
outcomes, aims and actions for the strategy. 

We have also taken into account: 

¶ The international, national and local policy context; 

¶ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭΣ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭΣ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΤ 

¶ National and East Lothian emissions reduction and climate change mitigation 
context; and 

¶ National and East Lothian climate projections and climate change adaptation context 

Based on this context and to address the need to take action to achieve a net zero Council, a 
carbon neutral East Lothian and prepare for climate change impacts, this strategy identifies 
the following key Outcomes:  

Outcome 1: East Lothian Council will be a Net Zero and Sustainable Council 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƛǘǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻǿƴ 
estate and operations over the 5 year period of the Climate Change Strategy to 
contribute towards making all our Council Services Net Zero as soon as reasonable 
practicable or in any case by 2045 

Key Priority Area 1: Leadership and Governance 

Key Priority Area 2: Embedding Sustainability and ensuring a Just Transition 

Key Priority Area 3: Funding and Resources 

YŜȅ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ !ǊŜŀ пΥ wŜŘǳŎŜ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

Key Priority Area 5: Improve Resource Efficiency and Sustainability 

Key Priority Area 6: Reduce Emissions across our Transport Fleet and Staff Travel 

Key Priority Area 7: Sustainable Procurement 

Key Priority Area 8: Our Schools and Young People 

Key Priority Area 9: Climate Adaptation: A Resilient Council 

Outcome 2: Active Travel and Sustainable Transport are used for everyday journeys, to 
drastically cut emissions from transport and improve air quality 

Ensure that East Lothian has well-connected, healthy, active communities with 
improved air quality, where active travel and sustainable transport modes are the 
norm to access local services and amenities 

Key Priority Area 1: Sustainable Transport 

Key Priority Area 2: Active Travel 

Key Priority Area 3: Improving Air Quality 
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Key Priority Area 4: Climate Adaptation: Resilient Transport Networks and Infrastructure 

Outcome 3: Net Zero, Energy Efficient Homes and Buildings that are adapted for a 
changing climate 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ bŜǘ ½ŜǊƻ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΣ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ 
to achieve Fuel Poverty targets, will use low carbon and renewable heat and energy 
sources, and will be adapted for future climate change impacts 

Key Priority Area 1: Energy Efficient Homes and Buildings 

Key Priority Area 2: Opportunities for Sustainable Energy and Heat 

Key Priority Area 3: Climate Adaptation: Climate Ready Buildings 

Outcome 4: A Resource Efficient and Sustainable East Lothian and the route to Zero Waste 

We will work towards a Zero Waste and Sustainable East Lothian, a place of social 
equity underpinned by sustainability, promoting the Circular Economy, ensuring the 
next generation has the resources they need to thrive 

Key Priority Area 1: Waste Reduction and Recycling 

Key Priority Area 2: Circular Economy 

Key Priority Area 3: Reducing Litter and Plastic Waste 

Outcome 5: A Low Carbon and Sustainable Economy 

East [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
economy, with thriving, low carbon and sustainable businesses and training 
opportunities, at the heart of vibrant local communities, contributing towards a 
sustainable, fair and equitable East Lothian 

Key Priority Area 1: Businesses and the Local Economy 

Key Priority Area 2: Thriving Town and Rural Centres 

Key Priority Area 3: Climate Adaptation: Climate Ready Businesses 

Outcome 6: A Healthy and Resilient Natural Environment and the route to Carbon Neutral 

East Lothian will have healthy, diverse natural ecosystems and greenspaces that 
support biodiversity and the wellbeing of our communities, functioning to off-set 
carbon emissions; a key force in achieving a Carbon Neutral East Lothian and 
adapting to climate change, and resilient to changes in climatic conditions 

Key Priority Area 1: Our Natural Environment and Biodiversity 

Key Priority Area 2: Climate Adaptation and the Natural Environment 

hǳǘŎƻƳŜ тΥ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ places encouraging a Low Carbon Lifestyle 
and are prepared for the effects of Climate Change 

¶ East Lothian will be a place which supports and encourages the transition to a low 
carbon lifestyle and reduces inequalities in our communities, by promoting and 
raising awareness of active and sustainable travel, green and blue networks, local 
food growing, outdoor play, local amenities, low carbon and renewable energy and 
zero waste; where people are supported to reduce their own carbon footprint; 

¶ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ Ŏommunities will be prepared for and adapted to the effects of climate 
change, and resilient to further changes in the future 
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Key Priority Area 1: Our Communities and Placemaking 

Key Priority Area 2: Planning for New Developments 

Key Priority Area 3: Local Food Growing 

Key Priority Area 4: Awareness Raising and Engagement 

Key Priority Area 5: Climate Adaptation: Climate Ready Communities 
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Going Forward 

East Lothian Council has made huge progress in respect of emissions reduction, year on 
year, despite significant population growth. In 2018/19, our emissions fell by 12.8% from 
the previous year to 15,007 tCO2e (tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent). Since our first year 
of statutory Climate Change Reporting in 2014/15 our total carbon emissions have fallen by 
28%, and measured from our baseline of 44,034 tCO2e in 2007/08, our total emissions have 
already reduced by 66%. 

However, it will become more and more challenging to meet the Scottish GovernmentΩs net 
zero target unless further guidance and legislative changes are in place. It is noted that 
Climate Change is a rapidly moving area of national legislation and policy and the Council 
will work closely with the Scottish Government to 

¶ Ensure measures and resources are in place for existing homes and buildings to be 
zero carbon; 

¶ Ensure mitigation is embedded in planning and infrastructure legislation; 

¶ Ensure Local Authorities have the resources and powers to lead on climate change 
mitigation and adaptation in their local areas. 

In the meantime the Council will continue to progress towards reducing its overall carbon 
emissions through its own policies and actions to tackle the Climate Emergency locally. It is 
intended that this strategy will be regularly reviewed to incorporate the changing legislative 
framework, with an annual update to Cabinet. 

The Action Plan underpins these outcomes, seeks to deliver actions and target resources 
over the 5-year period of the strategy, and will be reviewed and updated annually.  
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1. Introduction: Tackling the Global Climate Emergency 

1.1 What is Climate Change? 

The evidence is irrefutable and the science is clear that the 
9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
ΨƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 
majority of emissions derive from our demand for energy. The 
largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions is carbon 
dioxide (CO2), which is emitted when fossil fuels are burnt to 
meet those energy demands. Increasing quantities of carbon 
dioxide contributŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΩΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 
ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǊƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΦ We 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōǳǘ 
to do so requires transformative change and action now. 

 

1.2 The Global Climate Emergency 

Climate change impacts upon all aspects of life, increasing 
risks to the natural environment, food security, water 
availability, infrastructure and human health. In October 2018 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warned that global temperature rise 
must be kept to under 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels to minimise catastrophic global 
impacts on society, human health and wellbeing, the economy, world food production and 
the natural environment. In response to this, governments and regional governments 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩΦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀ 
Climate Emergency in April 2019. 

 

1.3 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ 

On 27th August 2019, East Lothian CouncilΩǎ 9ƭŜŎǘŜŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
declare a Climate Emergency. The Council resolved to take action to make all our Council 
Services net Zero Carbon as soon as reasonably practicable or in any case by 2045 and to 
engage, support and work with all relevant agencies, partners and communities to fulfil this 
commitment. East Lothian Council will also commit to work with its communities and 
partners towards making East Lothian a carbon neutral county as well as enabling the 
county to deliver its part of wider national and international commitments. 

 

1.4 Ecological Emergency 

Not only are we facing a climate emergency but we are also facing an Ecological Emergency. 
Human-induced impacts on natural habitats and biodiversity have already caused the 
extinction of numerous species and damage to and destruction of ecosystems around the 
world. Climate change is exacerbating these impacts. We need to act now to protect our 
natural environment and biodiversity for future generations. The solutions to tackling 
climate change will also reduce biodiversity loss; indeed nature can help us to offset carbon 
emissions and help us to solve the climate crisis. 
 

Global warming 

Increased levels of 
ΨƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎΩ building 
up in the atmosphere, 
including carbon dioxide, 
nitrous oxide, water vapour 
and methane, prevent heat 
escaping from the Earth into 
space. 
This intensifies the so-called 
Ψgreenhouse effectΩΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ 
global temperatures to rise, 
resulting in climate change 
and instability.  



11 
 

1.5 Tackling the Climate Emergency 

This Climate Change Strategy sets out East Lothian CouncilΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀƛƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ bŜǘ 
Zero Council and a Carbon Neutral East Lothian. However, it should be noted that Climate 
Change is a rapidly moving area of national legislation and policy,  

The Council responded to the recent Scottish Government consultation on the Role of Public 
Bodies in tackling Climate Change setting out the need for the Scottish Government to 
commit the resources, tools and powers to enable local authorities to fundamentally 
address the transformational changes required. This requires policy and legislative change 
at national level. The Council will continue to work in partnership with the Scottish 
Government to secure the resources, tools and powers to tackle the Climate Emergency, 
and to ensure the engagement and compliance of others in achieving this. 

In the meantime the Council will continue to progress towards reducing its overall carbon 
emissions through its own policies and actions to tackle the Climate Emergency locally. It is 
intended that this strategy will be regularly reviewed to incorporate the changing legislative 
framework, with an annual update to Cabinet. 

 

1.6 The Purpose of the Strategy  

This Climate Change Strategy sets out how East Lothian Council will tackle climate change, 
and how it will work in partnership with our local communities, businesses, organisations 
and individuals to ensure that East Lothian can play its full part in the national and 
international efforts to urgently reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The Council will also 
work with its partners in the East Lothian Partnership to help achieve a reduction in carbon 
emissions, and improve sustainability and equality, across East Lothian. 

Climate change is anticipated to disproportionately impact on the most vulnerable in our 
society. This strategy will embed the principles of Climate Justice into East Lothian CouncilΩǎ 
Climate Emergency response, to ensure that those most vulnerable in our society, including 
those in poverty who are already at a socio-economic disadvantage, will not be 
disproportionately adversely affected by the effects of climate change. 

The Strategy will contribute to raising awareness of climate change challenges in East 
Lothian. It also sets out the priorities and actions for the Council and the wider East Lothian 
community to prepare for and reduce the impacts of climate change and the inequalities 
that can result, and promote resilient communities. 

The Strategy will also contribute to: 

¶ Reducing Inequalities 

¶ Improving Health and Wellbeing 

¶ Contributing to a Thriving Local Economy 

¶ Education, Awareness-raising and Behaviour Change 

¶ Ensuring Cost-effective Action 

The Strategy sets out a Vision, targeted Outcomes and Actions for climate change 
mitigation and adaptation across East Lothian over a five year period, supporting national 
and local priority outcomes, and leading to long-term leadership and governance.  
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The Action Plan seeks to deliver local actions and target resources over the five-year period 
of the Strategy. 

Monitoring & Evaluation: The targets and action plan will be reviewed and updated 
annually to Cabinet.  

 

1.7 Vision and Overall Aims of East [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

The ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ hǾŜǊŀƭƭ !ƛƳǎ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.8 Aims of East Lothian CouncilΩǎ Climate Change Strategy 

East Lothian Council believes that ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōǳǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ 
will require transformative change and action now. We all have to play our part to deliver 
national and international commitments to reduce the impacts of climate change. The 
Council has produced this Climate Change Strategy to address the following Aims: 

1. To take action to make all our Council Services Net Zero as soon as reasonably 
practicable or in any case by 2045 and to engage, support and work with all relevant 
agencies, partners and communities to fulfil this commitment; 

2. To set out a coordinated approach, framework, outcomes, priorities and action plan 
for the implementation of climate change mitigation and adaptation across East 
Lothian; 

3. To contribute to the development of a sustainable, resource efficient and equitable 
East Lothian, with a thriving low carbon economy, a healthy and diverse natural 
environment, and flourishing low carbon communities that are resilient to the 
effects of future climate change; 

4. To prepare our communities for the impacts of climate change, and adapt to future 
predicted changes in our climate locally. 

 

This Climate Change Strategy covers these two major aspects of climate change: 

¶ Climate Change Mitigation: this section of the strategy sets out how we will reduce 
our emissions to reach Net Zero as soon as reasonably practicable and by 2045, and 
help to mitigate against further global temperature rise; and 

 East Lothian Council will take urgent action to make all our Council 
Services Net Zero as soon as reasonably practicable or in any case by 
2045 and will lobby, support and work with government, all relevant 

agencies, partners and communities to fulfil this commitment.  
We will also work with our communities and partners towards making 
East Lothian a carbon neutral county, enabling the county to deliver its 
part of wider national and international commitments, and to prepare 

for the impacts of climate change. 
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¶ Climate Change Adaptation: climate change is already impacting upon us, and we 
set out how we will adapt to and prepare for future changes in our climate. This will 
help to reduce inequalities, and enable our communities and businesses to be more 
resilient for the future. 

 

1.9 Outcomes of this 5 year Climate Change Strategy 2020ς2025  

Over the first 5 years of this Climate Change Strategy, our key priority areas for action to 
contribute to our overall vision are as follows:  

East Lothian Council will work in partnership to achieve the following Outcomes over the 5 
year period of this strategy: 

Outcome 1: East Lothian Council will be a Net Zero and Sustainable Council 
Key Priority Area 1: Leadership and Governance 

Key Priority Area 2: Embedding Sustainability and ensuring a Just Transition 

Key Priority Area 3: Funding and Resources 

YŜȅ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ !ǊŜŀ пΥ wŜŘǳŎŜ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

Key Priority Area 5: Improve Resource Efficiency and Sustainability 

Key Priority Area 6: Reduce Emissions across our Transport Fleet and Staff Travel 

Key Priority Area 7: Sustainable Procurement 

Key Priority Area 8: Our Schools and Young People 

Key Priority Area 9: Climate Adaptation: A Resilient Council 

 

Outcome 2: Active Travel and Sustainable Transport are used for everyday 

journeys, to drastically cut emissions from transport and improve air quality 
Key Priority Area 1: Sustainable Transport 

Key Priority Area 2: Active Travel 

Key Priority Area 3: Improving Air Quality 

Key Priority Area 4: Climate Adaptation: Resilient Transport Networks and Infrastructure 

 

Outcome 3: Net Zero, Energy Efficient Homes and Buildings that are adapted 

for a changing climate 
Key Priority Area 1: Energy Efficient Homes and Buildings 

Key Priority Area 2: Opportunities for Sustainable Energy and Heat 

Key Priority Area 3: Climate Adaptation: Climate Ready Buildings 

Climate Change Mitigation means the actions we can all take to reduce our carbon 

emissions, which will help to reduce global warming and the serious effects this will have 

on the environment, society and the economy.  

Climate Change Adaptation is how our communities can adapt to extreme weather 

events and a climate that is already changing as a result of global warming. This will help 

to reduce inequalities, and enable our communities to be more resilient for the future. 
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Outcome 4: A Resource Efficient and Sustainable East Lothian and the route 

to Zero Waste 
Key Priority Area 1: Waste Reduction and Recycling 

Key Priority Area 2: Circular Economy 

Key Priority Area 3: Reducing Litter and Plastic Waste 

 

Outcome 5: A Low Carbon and Sustainable Economy  
Key Priority Area 1: Businesses and the Local Economy 

Key Priority Area 2: Thriving Town and Rural Centres 

Key Priority Area 3: Climate Adaptation: Climate Ready Businesses 

 

Outcome 6: A Healthy and Resilient Natural Environment and the route to 

Carbon Neutral 
Key Priority Area 1: Our Natural Environment and Biodiversity 

Key Priority Area 2: Climate Adaptation and the Natural Environment 

 

Outcome 7: 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜs are places encouraging a Low Carbon 

Lifestyle and are prepared for the effects of Climate Change 
Key Priority Area 1: Our Communities and Placemaking 

Key Priority Area 2: Planning for New Developments 

Key Priority Area 3: Local Food Growing 

Key Priority Area 4: Awareness Raising and Engagement 

Key Priority Area 5: Climate Adaptation: Climate Ready Communities 
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2. Development of the Strategy 
The Strategy was informed by information gathered from the public during an initial 
consultation in 2018 to inform the development of the Strategy. It was also developed in 
partnership with the Climate Change Planning and Monitoring Group, and was informed by 
engagement with East Lothian Council staff across Council Service Areas, key stakeholder 
organisations, and young people; and by impact assessments, research and data analysis. A 
public consultation on a Draft East Lothian Climate Change Strategy was held from May to 
July 2019. 

2.1 Public Consultation and Engagement 

East Lothian Council is committed to consulting and engaging with as wide a range of local 
people as possible to ensure we deliver in the most effective way to capture local issues and 
the aspirations of our communities.   

Awareness-raising and public engagement were key aspects of the development of this 
Strategy, as the Council will be able to achieve more by working in partnership with 
communities, organisations, businesses and individuals. 

To inform the preparation of the strategy, a wide range of consultation and engagement 
took place at an early stage. A number of views were obtained through this process which 
were considered in relation to the preparation of the Draft Strategy.  

 

 
 

A Draft Climate Change Strategy was prepared on the basis of this consultation and 
engagement. A further 8-week formal public consultation on the Draft East Lothian Climate 
Change Strategy took place between 27th May and 22nd July 2019. 160 responses were 
received, many extremely detailed.  

Figure 1: Drop-in event during the initial public consultation on developing the Climate Change Strategy  
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Lƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ ΨTackling Climate Change: what 
should we do here in East Lothian?Ω ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ммс ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ from 
children and young people highlighting their priorities for East Lothian. 

Details of the public consultation process are given in the Consultation and Engagement 
document (Supporting Document 1). Responses received to the formal consultation on the 
Draft Strategy are categorised in Supporting Document 1, with responses to the key points 
provided by East Lothian Council Officers from the relevant Service Areas. 

2.2 Climate Change Planning and Monitoring Group 

The CouncilΩǎ Climate Change Planning and Monitoring Group (CCPMG) oversees the 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴs and respond to climate 
change. The role and remit of the CCPMG is set out in Appendix 1. The CCPMG plays an 
important role in driving and co-ordinating the work of the Council to meet key objectives 
under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 and the Climate Change (Emission Reduction 
Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019 and ensures ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎ .ƻŘƛŜǎΩ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ 
Duties. The CCPMG will monitor and evaluate implementation of the Strategy and ensure 
links with other key strategic planning structures as appropriate.  

2.3 Key Stakeholder Organisations  

Working in partnership with other organisations and developing a network will increase the 
capacity of the Council, and the wider East Lothian community, to mitigate against and 
adapt to climate change, and will strengthen our key commitments to tackle climate change. 
Several local organisations have already successfully implemented local projects and 
initiatives that reduce carbon emissions, encourage a low carbon lifestyle and a low carbon, 
circular economy, improve sustainability, and assist adaptation to climate change.  

The Council will continue to work with our partners in the East Lothian Partnership to 
emphasise the need for us all to work in partnership and align our policies to reduce 
emissions, mitigate against and adapt to climate change across East Lothian.  

2.4 Impact Assessments 

Research has been undertaken to understand the potential impacts of the Climate Change 
Strategy on equalities and the environment. The Strategy has been through an Integrated 
Impact Assessment process and Strategic Environmental Assessment Pre-Screening. These 
are set out in Supporting Documents 2 and 3. 

¶ Integrated Impact Assessment (Supporting Document 2): The Climate Change 
{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ LƳǇŀŎǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ όLL!ύ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ 
which seeks to identify any impacts of strategies or policies on Equality, Human 
Rights and Sustainability, and identify how these will be addressed and mitigated.  

o The IIA process identified positive potential impacts on Equalities, through 
addressing fuel poverty and climate related impacts on our communities, which 
would otherwise disproportionately impact the most vulnerable in our society: 
ΨClimate JusticeΩ is about tackling these issues and reducing these inequalities. 

o Positive impacts were also identified in respect of the environment and 
sustainability through measures identified to mitigate against climate change. 

o Following the public consultation on the Draft Strategy, the IIA was updated to 
incorporate additional information highlighted during the consultation. 
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¶ Strategic Environmental Assessment Pre-Screening (Supporting Document 3): The 
Draft Climate Change Strategy has been through the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) Pre-Screening process. The Pre-Screening Notification was 
ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ {9! DŀǘŜǿŀȅ and no concerns were raised 
by the SEA Consultation Authorities.  

2.5 Research and Data Analysis 

Building knowledge through research, data collection and monitoring is key to 
understanding the issues and opportunities. By learning from other successful initiatives, 
promoting education, awareness-raising and training, and working in partnership, the 
Council and local communities, businesses, organisations and individual householders will 
be better equipped to take action. 

The following areas of research were undertaken to inform the Strategy: 

¶ The policy and legal drivers for mitigating against and adapting to climate change; 

¶ Identifying and working with key stakeholders to identify climate change mitigation and 
adaptation measures already underway, and the opportunities for developing and 
extending these; 

¶ Identifying baseline levels and researching measures to further reduce the carbon 
ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΤ 

¶ Increasing knowledge and understanding of the impacts of climate change, both past 
trends and future projections for East Lothian, on our communities, assets, services and 
priorities, and the measures necessary to reduce these impacts.  
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3. International, National and Local Policy Context 
3.1 International Context: The Global Climate Emergency and Reducing Global Warming 
The threats arising from climate change have been recognised around the world for 
decades, but only in recent years has the international community come together with 
legally binding commitments to reduce global temperature rise. 

¶ The Paris Agreement: The international climate conference (COP21) held in Paris in 
December 2015 was a significant milestone. 195 countries including the UK signed 
ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŘŜŀƭΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎ 
Agreement1, which set out a global action plan to keep global temperature rise to 
below 2°C above pre-industrial levels, aiming to keep the rise to below 1.5°C. The 
Paris Agreement set ambitious targets for these countries to reduce their carbon 
emissions and support developing countries towards a lower carbon future. 

¶ The IPCC Report: In October 2018 the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) issued a special report2 that received international publicity. The report 
emphasised the need to keep the rise in global temperatures to under 1.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels, rather than 2хC, by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, in order 
to minimise detrimental impacts on society, human health and wellbeing, the 
economy, world food production and the natural environment, across the globe.  

The IPCC report stated that achieving this will require άǊŀǇƛŘΣ ŦŀǊ-reaching and 
ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅέ. This means changes to our energy 
systems, the way we manage land, our lifestyles, and the way we move around and use 
transport. 

¢ƘŜ Lt// ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩ ōȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
governments around the world to set stronger targets and galvanise action to reduce global 
greenhouse gas emissions drastically and urgently. 

3.2 UK Climate Change Policy 

The Climate Change Act 2008 ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ψнлрл ǘŀǊƎŜǘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘ ¦Y 
carbon account for the year 2050 is at least 80% lower than the 1990 baseline.  

The ¦YΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦƻǊ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ provided recommendations to the UK Government 
in May 2019 following the publication of the IPCC report. In response, the UK Government 
recently lodged amendments to the Climate Change Act to set a target for the UK of 100% 
reduction in carbon emissions by 2050. 

3.3 National Policy /ƻƴǘŜȄǘΥ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ World-leading Climate Change Legislation 

Scotland has world-leading climate change legislation, with ambitious targets to reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions that cause global warming.  

¶ Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019: Scotland now 
has the most stringent statutory climate change targets in the world. The Climate 
Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 20193 received Royal Assent on 
31st October 2019. The new legislation sets an ambitious target for Scotland of net 

                                                           
1 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/paris_en  
2 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/  
3 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2019/15/enacted   

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/paris_en
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2019/15/enacted
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zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045 at the latest, with interim targets of 56% 
emissions reduction by 2020, 75% reduction by 2030 and 90% reduction by 2040 
relative to the 1990 baseline.  

o Under Section 35 of the 2019 Act, Scottish Ministers are required to bring 
forward a revised Climate Change Plan setting out the policies and proposals 
for meeting the emissions reduction targets set out under the Act. The 
Scottish Government has indicated that they intend to publish a revised 
Climate Change Plan within 6 months of the Bill receiving Royal Assent. 

o {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀ global climate emergency in April 2019. 

¶ The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 20094: The 2009 Act set greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction targets of 42% by 2020 and ул҈ ōȅ нлрлΦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
have already almost halved since 1990. Since 2009, sustained progress has been 
made against targets set out in the Act5. It is anticipated that reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and transitioning to a low carbon economy will help create a more 
successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, through 
increasing sustainable economic growth6. 

¶ tǳōƭƛŎ .ƻŘƛŜǎΩ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ 5ǳǘƛŜǎ: The 2009 Climate Change Act set out the 
Duties of Public Bodies in relation to climate change: 

o To contribute to the delivery of the carbon emission reduction targets set out 
in the Act; 

o ¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ !ŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΤ ŀƴŘ 
o To act in the way it considers is most sustainable. 

The Act also set targets for: 

o Energy efficiency, including promoting energy from renewable sources; 
o Waste reduction and recycling. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ tƭŀƴ нлмуς2032: The Scottish 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ tƭŀƴ7 details the path Scotland will take to achieve 
the greenhouse gas emissions targets set out in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 
2009. A revised plan reflecting the new targets in the 2019 Act is currently being 
prepared. The Climate Change Plan sets out: 

o A ŎƭŜŀǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ 
combatting climate change and make a valuable contribution towards 
achieving emissions reduction targets; 

                                                           
4 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/12/contents  
5 Committee on Climate Change national reports https://www.t heccc.org.uk/publications/   
6 ¢ƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ https://www2.gov.scot/About/Performance/scotPerforms/purpose  
7 https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-governments-climate-change-plan-third-report-proposals-policies-2018/  

Under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, as a public body East Lothian Council is 
expected to lead by example in reducing carbon emissions, contributing to climate 

change adaptation and acting sustainably. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/12/contents
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publications/
https://www2.gov.scot/About/Performance/scotPerforms/purpose
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-governments-climate-change-plan-third-report-proposals-policies-2018/
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o A path to a low carbon economy, while helping to deliver sustainable 
economic growth and secure the wider benefits to a greener, healthier and 
fairer Scotland in 2032.  

TƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ tƭŀƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ partnership working between 
local authorities, local communities and other key stakeholders. Partnership projects 
promoted by the Climate Change Plan are projects which: 

¶ encourage communities to walk, cycle and use low carbon transport;  

¶ assist communities to reduce, reuse and recycle their waste;  

¶ increase the energy efficiency of homes and community buildings;  

¶ produce food locally; and 

¶ enhance greenspaces and green networks in and around our communities. 

The Climate Change Plan also recognises the economic opportunities that are likely to arise, 
the potential of renewable energy resources and opportunities to restore biodiversity and 
ecosystems to assist with carbon capture and storage. The Plan seeks to achieve: 

¶ energy efficiency and reduced carbon emissions from residential and non-domestic 
buildings; 

¶ improved air quality in urban areas; 

¶ increased walking, cycling and use of sustainable transport; 

¶ reduction of waste and moving towards a circular economy. 

 
{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ о 
¢ƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ tƭŀƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
planning system in providing a framework to support and encourage low carbon lifestyles 
and the transition needed to achieve decarbonisation. ¢ƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛonal 
Planning Framework 38 is: 

¶ a successful sustainable place 

¶ a low carbon place 

¶ a natural, resilient place 

¶ a connected place 

The Scottish Government is currently underway with progressing work to develop the fourth 
National Planning Framework (NPF4). 

The planning system and building standards provide a framework determining the location 
of new development; ensuring buildings are more energy efficient; promoting renewable 
energy development in the right places; and ensuring new developments contain 
infrastructure to encourage behaviour change and reduce carbon emissions. Green 
networks, greenspaces and woodland creation all support and encourage healthy, active, 
outdoor lifestyles and provide important roles in carbon reduction and carbon storage. 

Building Regulations / Building Standards 
The Scottish Government is currently reviewing Building Regulations / Building Standards, 
including a review of energy standards with implementation programmed for 2021. This 
review will consider future climate predictions, including consideration of how Building 
Standards mitigate overheating risk in new buildings. 

                                                           
8 NPF3: https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453683.pdf  

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453683.pdf
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Scottish Government National Outcomes 
East Lothian CouncilΩǎ Climate Change Strategy will enable East Lothian to contribute to the 
following National Outcomes in particular: 

¶ Ψ²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǿŜƭƭ-designed, sustainable places where we are able to access the 
ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘΩ 

¶ Ψ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŀƪŜ 
responsibility for their own actions and how they affect otheǊǎΩ 

¶ Ψ²Ŝ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻǳǊ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ƛǘ 
ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ 

¶ Ψ²Ŝ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΩ 

¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ΨDǊŜŜƴŜǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩΣ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
ΨGreenerΩ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ (NPF):  

άTƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
enjoyment of it and facilitate the transition to a ƭƻǿ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέΦ 

Sustainable Development 
{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ btC ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ŜƳōŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals into local policy.  

These goals, also known as the 17 Global Goals9 and the targets which underpin them, άaim 
to tackle key systematic barriers to sustainable development such as inequality, 
unsustainable consumption and production patterns, inadequate infrastructure and lack of 
decent employment.έ10 

 

                                                           
9 www.globalgoals.org 
10 Ψ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ Dƭƻōŀƭ DƻŀƭǎΥ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ bƻǘŜΩΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Hub: https://consult.gov.scot/international-development-team/meeting-global-
challenges/supporting_documents/The%20New%20Global%20Goals%20%20SG%20Background%20Note%202.pdf  
{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ DƻŀƭǎΥ https://globalgoals.scot/scotlands-goals/  

Figure 2: The Global Goals for Sustainable Development (source: www.globalgoals.org) 

http://www.globalgoals.org/
https://consult.gov.scot/international-development-team/meeting-global-challenges/supporting_documents/The%20New%20Global%20Goals%20%20SG%20Background%20Note%202.pdf
https://consult.gov.scot/international-development-team/meeting-global-challenges/supporting_documents/The%20New%20Global%20Goals%20%20SG%20Background%20Note%202.pdf
https://globalgoals.scot/scotlands-goals/
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9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ is guided by the need to embed the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals at local level, to show how East Lothian Council will contribute to the 
five broad principles of sustainability11, which are to: 

¶ live within environmental limits; and 

¶ ensure a strong, healthy and just society 
and to do so by means of: 

¶ a sustainable economy; 

¶ promotion of good governance; and 

¶ responsible use of sound science. 

The Climate Change Strategy will contribute towards addressing at local level the following 
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in particular: 

¶ SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities 

¶ SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production 

¶ SDG 13: Climate Action 

¶ SDG 14: Life below Water 

¶ SDG 15: Life on Land 

 
Climate Ready Scotland: Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme 
The Scottish Government set out its second programme of adaptation to climate change for 
Scotland in September 2019, entitled ΨClimate Ready Scotland: Second Scottish Climate 
Change Adaptation Programme 2019-2024Ω12, under Section 53 of the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Act 2009. This sets out outcomes for adapting to climate change, and the 
proposals and policies for the next five years to increase the capaŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
communities, businesses and public sector to adapt to climate change. 

Our climate affects many aspects of our lives and our economy, including our health, water 
supplies, road and rail services, energy demands and tourism. Adapting to climate change 
depends on communities, organisations, businesses and individuals understanding the 
impacts of {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ changing climate and taking action to prepare for its effects. 

The Vision of the Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme 2019ς2024 is: 

άWe live in a Scotland where our built and natural places, supporting infrastructure, 
economy and societies are climate ready, adaptable and resilient to climate changeέ 

The second Climate Change Adaptation Programme sets out an Outcomes based approach 
to άƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ communities, businesses and natural environment to 
adapt to a changing climateέΣ specifically: 

¶ Outcome 1 (Communities): Our communities are inclusive, empowered, resilient and 
safe in response to the changing climate; 

¶ Outcome 2 (Climate Justice): The people in Scotland who are most vulnerable to 
climate change are able to adapt and climate justice is embedded in climate change 
adaptation policy; 

                                                           
11https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/323193/Guiding_pr
inciples_for_SD.pdf  
12 https://www.gov.scot/publications/climate-ready-scotland-second-scottish-climate-change-adaptation-programme-

2019-2024/   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/323193/Guiding_principles_for_SD.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/323193/Guiding_principles_for_SD.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/climate-ready-scotland-second-scottish-climate-change-adaptation-programme-2019-2024/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/climate-ready-scotland-second-scottish-climate-change-adaptation-programme-2019-2024/
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¶ Outcome 3 (Economy): Our inclusive and sustainable economy is flexible, adaptable 
and responsive to the changing climate; 

¶ hǳǘŎƻƳŜ п ό{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎύΥ hǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
climate change; 

¶ Outcome 5 (Natural Environment): Our natural environment is valued, enjoyed, 
protected and enhanced and has increased resilience to climate change; 

¶ Outcome 6 (Coastal and Marine Environment): Our coastal and marine environment 
is valued, enjoyed, protected and enhanced and has increased resilience to climate 
change; 

¶ Outcome 7 (International Networks): Our international networks are adaptable to 
climate change. 

East Lothian CouncilΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ōȅ ŜƳōŜŘŘƛƴƎ 
Climate Adaptation into each of the key Outcomes and themes in this strategy. 

3.4 The Local Policy Context: addressing Climate Change in East Lothian 
The Statement of Intent of the East Lothian Plan 2017ς27 is: 

The East Lothian Plan specifies three key themes that will contribute towards achieving this 
vision. Climate change mitigation, adaptation and improving sustainability will contribute 
significantly to achieving the outcomes of TƘŜƳŜ н ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ tƭŀƴΣ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-
miƴŘŜŘΩΤ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ:  

¶ Outcome 2.1: Ψ9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ 
and support each otherΩ 

¶ Outcome 2.2: Ψ9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭive affordably and contribute to a thriving 
community life in a high-quality environmentΩ. 

In the East Lothian Council Plan 2017ς2022 there is a specific focus on how best the Council 
can contribute to the Scottish GovernmenǘΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Plan states:  

The East Lothian Council Plan also highlights the importance of working in partnership to 
achieve these targets:  

ΨWe cannot meet these targets alone and will work with our community planning partners 
and the private sector to implement low carbon plans and projects across housing, 

communities and the public and private sectorΦΩ 

Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
ambitious climate change targets. Over the course of this plan, the Council will develop 

a Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plan, which will give strategic direction to 
continuous improvement in relation to energy efficiency, climate adaption and 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΦΩ 

Ψ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎΣ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ  
East Lothian, with a dynamic and thriving economy that enables our  

people and communities to floǳǊƛǎƘΩ 
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Mitigating against and adapting to climate change and embedding sustainability are key 
commitments in the Council Plan ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ΨDǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ. The 
Council Plan includes an Action under the theme ƻŦ ΨDǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǘƻΥ 

 
9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
A motion declaring a Climate Emergency was unanimously approved by Elected Members at 
the meeting of East Lothian Council on 27th August 2019. The motion, which was moved by 
Councillor Norman Hampshire, Cabinet Spokesperson for the Environment, reads: 

ά¢ƘŜǊe is a global climate emergency. The evidence is irrefutable and the science is clear. 
Warnings have been issued about the damage human beings are causing to the planet and 
how that damage has accelerated over the past 50 years. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀnge are having a serious effect on our communities. 

ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōǳǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ 
transformative change and action now. 

ά9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜǎ ǘƻΤ- 

"Declare a Climate Emergency that requires urgent action to make all our Council Services 
net Zero Carbon as soon as reasonably practicable or in any case by 2045 and to lobby, 
support and work with all relevant agencies, partners and communities to fulfil this 
commitment. East Lothian Council will also commit to work with our communities and 
partners towards making East Lothian a carbon neutral county as well as enabling the 
Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 

 

The key legislative, national and local policy drivers and the strategic documents which 
align with the East Lothian Climate Change Strategy are set out in Appendix 2.  

Ψ²ƻǊƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƻǳǊ Ŏommitment to Climate Change targets, 
embedding sustainability principles into decision making and translating them into 

ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘǎΦΩ 
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4. Context: East Lothian  
4.1 Location, Landscape and Land Use Context 
East Lothian is located on the southern coast of the Firth of Forth. The county borders the 
City of Edinburgh, Midlothian and the Scottish Borders, and is part of the Edinburgh city 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ŜŘƎŜΦ The county offers a good quality 
of life, with attractive countryside, vibrant towns, good quality housing and schools. East 
Lothian residents have generally high levels of health, employment and general affluence 
relative to the national average.  

East Lothian covers approximately 270 square miles in area, and includes 43 miles of 
coastline, some of the best quality arable farmland in Scotland, woodlands particularly in 
the rolling foothills in the southern half of the county, rising up to the Lammermuir Hills, 
which are predominantly heather moorland and grouse moor. TƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦŜǊǘƛƭŜ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ 
produces high quality arable crops; agriculture is the dominant land use in the county today. 

 

Map 1: East Lothian Administrative Area 

 
 
The Firth of Forth Coast in East Lothian is internationally designated, with significant natural 
habitats for protected species and biodiversity of national and international significance, 
including Aberlady Bay and the Tyne Estuary at John Muir Country Park. East Lothian has 
many Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), Local Nature Conservation Sites, a network 
of Local Biodiversity Sites and other areas of natural and cultural heritage value. The 
attractive coastal landscape and beaches provide important leisure and recreational 
amenity as well as attracting visitors. 

4.2 Settlements 
East Lothian has six main towns: the market town of Haddington, which is the 
administrative centre of the county; Musselburgh, 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ largest town, located in the 
west of the county adjacent to Edinburgh; Tranent; Prestonpans; North Berwick and 


