
Dirleton Castle is a well-preserved medieval fortress, built in the middle of the
twelfth century. The church (circa 1612) and manse (1708) of Dirleton stand
immediately to the north of the village. The church has extensive Victorian
renovations and a churchyard.
To the north of the village is Broadsands and Yellowcraig beaches. The diversity
of habitats at Yellowcraig mean a rich variety of plants and animals are able to
make this their home, including summer orchids and resident and migrating
seabirds. Yellowcraig is also on the John Muir Way long distance route.
Historic Environment Scotland (Dirleton Castle):
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/dirleton-castle/
East Lothian Council Countryside Ranger Service: www.eastlothian.gov.uk/
info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12080/countryside_sites/4

In the Middle Ages, Aberlady was an important harbour for fishing, sealing and
whaling, designated "Port of Haddington" by a 1633 Act of Parliament.
Aberlady Parish Church dates back to about 1452 and the present building
opened for worship in 1887. In 1952, Aberlady Bay became the UK's first Local
Nature Reserve (LNR), managed by East Lothian Countryside Rangers. The John
Muir Way from Helensburgh to Dunbar, runs through the village. The Scottish
Ornithologists' Club has Waterston House as its headquarters at Aberlady, with
panoramic views of the bay.
Aberlady Bay Local Nature Reserve: www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/
countryside_and_wildlife/12080/countryside_sites/2
Aberlady Parish Church: https://www.aberlady-gullaneparishchurches.org.uk/
Scottish Ornithologists' Club (Waterston House): https://www.the-soc.org.uk/
about-us/getting-here-opening-hours

East Lothian Council Countryside Ranger Service:
www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12069/
countryside_ranger_service

Public Transport
There are several areas throughout East
Lothian where public transport can be used.

The main bus companies are East Coast Buses
www.lothianbuses.com/our-services/east-coast-buses,
Prentice of Haddington www.prentice.info and
Eve Coaches Ltd www.eveinfo.co.uk.
Further information is available from Traveline on 0871 200 22 33
www.travelinescotland.com or Scotrail www.scotrail.co.uk
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Paths in the North
Berwick Coastal Area
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NorthBerwickbecameafashionableholidayresortinthenineteenth
centurybecauseofitstwosandybays,theEast(orMilsey)Bayandthe
WestBay,andstillattractsholidaymakerstoday.Golfcoursesattheends
ofeachbayareopentovisitors.
TheconicalhillthatisNorthBerwickLawstands187mabovesealevel
andhaspanoramicviewsfromthesummit.NorthBerwickLawisa
geologicalmarvel,knownasa‘cragandtail’.Itwasformedaround350
millionyearsago,whenmoltenlavaeruptedandthencooled.Many
millionsofyearslater,thisincrediblyhardrockwassculptedbytheforces
oficeandglaciermovements,givingittheshapeweseetoday.
ThesummithasremnantsofanIronAgehillfort,andtheruinsoflater
militarybuildingsthatwereonceusedbylookoutsinboththeNapoleonic
Wars,andinWorldWarII.
TheLodgeGroundswerecreatedinthe17thcenturybytheDalrymple
family.In1939theybecameapublicparkwhenNorthBerwickTown
CouncilboughtboththegroundsandtheLodge.In2008,therefurbished
groundswereopenedbySirHewHamilton-Dalrymple.
Thisparkisontwolevels.Theupper‘earlyVictorian’parkhaswideopen
spaces,maturetrees,alavendergarden,wildgardens,greatviewsof
NorthBerwickLawandtheBassRockandachildren’splayareasuitable
forallages.Thelowerparkisaformalgardenwithanaviary.
NorthBerwickHarbourisagreatplacejusttositandrelaxandtakein
theviewsofbothlandandsea.Alternatively,youcantakeaboattripto
seethegannets,puffinsandotherbirdlifeintheareaandaroundthe
islandsofBassRockandCraigleith.
TheJohnMuirWay:www.johnmuirway.org
NorthBerwickLaw:https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/
countryside_and_wildlife/12080/countryside_sites/6
BeachWheelchairs:www.beachwheelchairs.org
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GullanehasoneofthemostpopularbeachesintheeastofScotland.Itismanaged
byEastLothianCouncilCountrysideRangerServiceandisusedbywalkers,kite-
surfers,horseridersandjustabouteveryoneelseonafinesummer'sday!
Golfhasbeenplayedheresince1854.Thevillageissurroundedbyhighquality
golfcoursesincludingMuirfield,whichhashostedTheOpenChampionship
severaltimes.TheOldChurchofSt.Andrews,nowruined,wasbuiltinthe
12thcenturybutabandonedafteritwasdamagedinsandstorms.TheJohn
MuirWaypassesthroughthevillageandvisitorscanenjoyitsawardwinning
beachandrichwildlife.
TheJohnMuirWay:www.johnmuirway.org
EastLothianCouncilCountrysideRangerService:https://
www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12080/
countryside_sites/9

Leaflets about this section of the John Muir way in East Lothian:
www.visiteastlothian.org/activities/walking

Forfurther details ofthis areaplease refertoOrdnanceSurvey maps.
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Dog walkers, please keep
your dog under close
control, ensure you clear up
after your dog and dispose
of dog waste responsibly.

Core paths form the basic network of paths around East Lothian and link into
the wider network of other paths and rights of way around the county. They
can be anything from a tarmac path to a grassy field margin. Whilst each
core path may not be suitable for all user groups, the core path system as a
whole provides for all types of users and people of varying abilities. This
leaflet shows the designated core paths from Aberlady to North Berwick.
The smaller maps on the reverse show where the routes start in relation to
the area’s main settlements.

Please visit www.eastlothian.gov.uk and search for
Core Path Plan to explore the wider East Lothian network.

Eiders are found all
along East Lothian’s
coastline.

Hares prefer a mosaic of
farmland and woodland
habitats and can often
be spotted in fields.

Beech trees are a
feature of many
hedgerows throughout
East Lothian.

Common blue butterflies
can be found throughout
the county, but especially
along the coast.

Exmoor ponies undertake
conservation grazing at
North Berwick Law.
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