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Development Plans

 Contain strategy and policy 

 Policies eg: 
 Housing

 Employment land 

 Design 

 Environmental issues – landscape, biodiversity 

 Town centres 

 Proposals – where different types of development should be located. 

 Designations – which areas require protecting



Planning StructureDevelopment Planning Structure 



National Planning Framework 4

 Produced by the Scottish Government

 Sets out spatial strategy for Scotland and five regional 
strategies. 

 Contains national planning policy. 

 Currently out for public consultation. 

 Final version expected to be approved by July 2022. 

 Once approved will used in planning decisions. 



NPF4 Consultation  

Scotland 2045: Our Fourth National Planning Framework 
(www.gov.scot)

Draft NPF4 out for consultation until the 31st March 2022



Local Development Plan

 Prepared by Local Authorities 
 Within policy context provided by National Planning Framework  
 Together with the National Planning Framework, the Local 

Development Plan will provide the context for all planning 
decisions

 Current Local Development Plan 2018 
 Review of Local Development Plan commencing 2022 
 Wide ranging public consultation on issues and proposals
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Identifying issues 
that need to be 

addressed

Setting out how 
and where they 

will be addressed 
Implementation 

Local Development Plan process 



Evidence Report 
Spring/Summer 

23

Proposed Plan 
Spring/Summer 

24 

Final Plan 
Summer 2025

Local Development Plan timescales  



Local Place Plans 

‘a statement setting out the community's proposals for the future 
development or use of land within the area covered by the Local 
Place Plan’; 

‘……have to have regard to both the National Planning Framework 
(NPF) and any relevant local development plans (LDP)’. 

Local Development Plans must have regard to their content. 



Local Place Plans  

 Scottish Government provides guidance - Circular 1/2022
 https://www.gov.scot/publications/circular-1-2022-local-place-

plans/
 Can be prepared by a constituted community group
 No set geography 
 Council will advertise the opportunity to prepare Local Place 

Plans.  
 Provide Guidance note on process and information on how to get 

assistance. 
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Other Plans and Policy

 Regional Spatial Strategies – South East Scotland - possibly 2023 

 Short Term Lets consultation – started and ends 11th April 2022 

 Other Subject Specific Guidance 

 Conservation Area Management Plans 



Hierarchy of Development




