Welcome to Your New Home
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First - get a household scenario – who will be living with you?                   And what are their circumstances? Pages 10-11
Task 1: Find the right house for your scenario - read the info on pages 2-3 and decide ...
Task 2:  Kit it out Buy 20 items for the house – how much will you have to spend? 
Task 3: Work out your monthly budget – gas / rent / mobile etc. - pages 6-7
Is sharing for you exercise? 
Post course evaluation sheet
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Task 1 - Finding the right house for your type of household
Please read this information, before you choose your house type. You can find important information relating to your chosen household scenario on pages 10/11, below. Please match your scenario type to the available accommodation.
You can rent or buy. There are different types of rental.

Buying is expensive. A two bedroom house in East Lothian can cost £150,000 to £200,000. Most people leaving home for the first time will rent.
Student Accomodation/Halls of Residence

· This accommodation is offered by universities and colleges, specifically for their students
· Other private landlords rent to students, including some large specialist companies
· Things you need to thing about:
· Only available during term-time – where would you go during holidays?
· Type can vary – e.g. flat with 10 people and communal toilets, or accommodation which have en-suites. What can you afford?
· You need to insure your belongings
· Always check your tenancy agreement and insurance policy! What is covered, what is not? What repairs are you liable for?
· Landlords must be registered with their local council. They are required to have an HMO (Houses in Multiple Occupation) License if 3 or more people who are not related or in a relationship, live together.  

· Make sure you apply well in advance of starting your studies.

Private Rent - in general, not student specific

· You will be renting from a private landlord or letting agency
· Things you need to think about:
· This is usually the most expensive form of renting
· Need to pay rent PLUS one months’ rent upfront
· Many landlords do not accept people who are on benefits
· Your deposit will be held in a government backed Rent Deposit Scheme but could still be lost if you do not look after the property
· Your Landlord’s responsibilities for repairs and maintenance will be set out in your tenancy agreement
Council Rent 

· You need to get and complete a Council application form
· This 'tenure' (type of rental) is in great demand and allocated according to need such as: 
· Assessed as homeless
· Living in cramped conditions
· Having a medical condition made worse by your current home
Bear in mind that there is often a long wait - it can be years - and you are only given two 'offers' of a house - only one if assessed as homeless.

Housing Associations 

· These are usually not for profit organisations which provide housing at less than the cost of renting in the private sector. 
· In East Lothian you can apply through the 'TheseHomes' website, which covers the biggest HAs including East Lothian Housing Association and other, smaller HAs.
· The cost is between half and two thirds of a private let

· Things you need to think about:
· You must register with the Housing Association
· For Homehunt properties you can bid on available properties online – https://www.thesehomes.com/
· Need is taken into account, so you are more likely to be successful if you live in cramped conditions, have health conditions etc.
· If you have life challenges HAs may operate a 'pass' system to give greater priority 
· The more often you bid, the more chance you have of success!
Mortgage- Home ownership

· A secure housing option as you own your own home, however people still get into difficulty; e.g.,  if they don’t have savings and lose their job – let creditors know if you can’t pay! 
· Your income needs to be be high enough to get a mortgage
· Your credit score (history) needs to be excellent - no bad debt 
· Check the market for the best mortgage deal 
· Savings are essential. As well as requiring a deposit (usually at least 10% of house price) these are needed to cover moving costs  such as payment of any property taxes, solicitor fees, van hire, renovations and new furniture

Task 2 - Kitting out your house - Essentials You Will Need

Kitchen




    Living Room
	Item
	Cost (£)
	Item
	Cost (£)

	Fridge/Freezer
	250
	Sofa/couch
	300

	Microwave
	50
	Coffee table
	50

	Hob/Oven
	250
	Television & TV stand
	460

	Washing Machine
	300
	Bookcase/Storage unit
	150

	Kettle
	20
	Cushions (x 3) 
	30

	Rubbish Bin
	10
	Curtains and Carpets
	200

	Toaster
	20
	Armchairs 
	50


Bathroom




    Bedrooms



	Item
	Cost (£)
	Item
	Cost (£)

	Towels
	20
	Bed frame and mattress or cot  
	250

	Shower curtain with pole
	15
	Bed sheets & pillow cases set
	25

	Toilet brush & pedal bin set 
	10
	Duvet & Pillows
	30

	Bathroom mat
	10
	Wardrobe
	75

	Soap dish/dispenser
	5
	Chest of Drawers
	60


Extras
	Item
	Cost
	Item
	Cost

	Light bulbs (pack of 6)
	10
	Iron board and cover
	25

	Iron
	20
	Dustpan and brush 
	5

	Cutlery & Dinner Set (Plates/cups/bowls)
	25
	Pots and pans
	50


Task 2 - calculator - Furnishing Your Home

	Items for Flat
	Cost (£)

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	

	6.
	

	7.
	

	8.
	

	9.
	

	10.
	

	11.
	

	12.
	

	13.
	

	14.
	

	15.
	

	16.
	

	17.
	

	18.
	

	19.
	

	20.
	


	Total
	


Task 3 - Budgeting
What do you need to budget for?

· What bills would you need to pay when living on your own? Hint – Students are exempt from paying Council Tax. Will you need to buy furniture? Think of the costs of these bills plus your rent/mortgage cost, before deciding to move out. Can you afford everything?

· Would you save money in case you received a large, unexpected bill?

· What would you cut out if you had to cut costs? Would you lower the amount of money you spend on clothes or non-essential items? Would you decide not to buy a T.V?

· What household items would you class as essential or non-essential in your new home? Beds, T.V, WiFi etc?

Benefits

· If you are unemployed or below a certain income level, you are entitled to Universal Credit and other benefits

· In some cricumstances that includes a 'housing element' which will pay some or all of your rental costs

· You need to get specialist advice about your entitlement to Benefits - the council's Welfare Rights team may help, as well as the Citizens Advice Bureaux in Haddington and Musselburgh.

· You should take Benefits into account, when working out your budget.

CAB Budgeting Tools 
Citizens Advice Scotland has developed online tools to help you with your budget: 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/scotland/debt-and-money/budgeting/budgeting/work-out-your-budget/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/scotland/debt-and-money/budgeting/budgeting/get-help-with-bills/ 

For continuous breakdown of your spending we recommend that you use our budget tracker by downloading “CAB Budget Tracker” from your smart phone store. 
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	Income
	£

	Wages
	

	Wages (Partner)
	

	Benefits
	

	Money from other people
	

	Other
	

	
	

	Total Income
	


	Outgoings
	£

	Rent
	

	Contents Insurance
	

	Council Tax
	

	Gas
	

	Electricity
	

	Food/Housekeeping
	

	Travel
	

	Telephone, Broadband & TV Package
	

	Mobile
	

	TV Licence
	

	Clothing
	

	Emergencies
	

	Health costs
	

	Savings
	

	Other
	

	Other
	

	Other 
	

	Total Outgoings
	


	Total Income (£)
	

	Total Outgoings (£)
	

	Leaves available income of (£) 
	


Tips to Maximise your income

· Check your bank account regularly – sign up for internet banking.

· Complete a regular spending diary to see where your money is being spent. Use our Budget Tracker to keep track of your cash. 

· Check your tax code! An incorrect tax code can result in you paying too much or not enough tax.

· Set up Direct Debits and Standing Orders to come out at the same time each month.  For example, if you get paid or receive benefits at the end of every month, set up D/D & S/O around the 5th of the month. This will give you enough time in case there is a delay. You need to cancel these payments 3 days before they are due to leave your account to avoid bank charges. 

· Apply for home efficiency or home improvement grants. This could reduce your expenditure and free up income on fuel costs. 

· Shop around for home groceries and make a list before you shop.

· Plan errands so that you don’t make multiple trips.

· Use switching websites for cheaper energy tariffs – uswitch, money supermarket or simply switch. 

· Use comparison websites to save money on home & car insurance, mobile phones and banking products. 
· Check Money Saving Expert website for deals, special coupons and voucher codes.
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Is Sharing for You?

Flat Share Nightmare   




Here are some common things you may come across when you share with other people.  As a group, please choose 4 things that you couldn’t stand and 4 things that wouldn’t bother you so much.  Be prepared to share your reasons with the class.

1. Maggots in the rubbish bin

2. Hairs left in the bath

3. No toilet paper

4. Wet clothes hanging over every radiator

5. Sink full of dirty dishes

6. Vomit on the carpet

7. Cigarette buds on the chair arms

8. Pizza boxes left on the coffee table

9. Skid marks in toilet

10. Clothes left in bathroom

11. Shared toothbrushes

12. Sticky kitchen floor

13. Chipped plates and cups

14. Mould on bathroom tiles

15. Blocked toilet

16. Broken window

17. Fridge not working

18. Mice droppings on worktops

19. No lock on toilet door

20. Same cleaning cloth used for kitchen and bathroom
21. Your bed being used by flatmates.

Scenario 1 - Single Parent Household
Jill is 27. She separated from her partner, Mark a year ago. After staying in a women's refuge because of his domestic violence she now wants a place of her own. She has 2 children, Jayden (3) and Lauren (18 months). She left the former family home without taking any furniture or belongings - apart from clothes, medications and her iPhone:
· She is unemployed so has NO employment income

· She is entitled to c. £750 a month in Benefits AND

· Support of c. £350 from her ex-partner but this is often not paid

· She has to look after herself and her children on this money

· She would be entitled to help with her rent and council tax
You have to decide:

· What housing type is best for Jill?

· How will she be able to furnish it?

· Can she support herself and her family on her income?
Scenario 2 - Single Person Household - Craig

Craig (21) has just left college with an HND but cannot find work in his trade - he wants to be a joiner. He delivers pizzas every night but he is paid by the hour and sometimes there is little delivery work. Sometimes he is entitled to top up his income with Benefits, if he doesn't earn too much. Craig is living with his parents and wants a place of his own. He will not be entitled to full housing benefit because he is under 35 - he needs to share.
· His income from work averages £600 a month

· His benefits vary with his income but average £400 a month

· His parents give him an allowance of £100 a month in cash, which he does not declare to the DWP

· He will have to pay Council Tax of c.£120 a month
You have to decide:

· What housing type is best for Craig?

· How will he furnish it?

· Can he support himself on his income?
Scenario 3 - Student Household - Julie, Mark and Euan
Julie (19), Mark (20)  and Euan (19) are students at Napier University. They are friends and are looking to share a flat. Julie works part-time as a waitress and Mark as a barman. Because they are students they are not entitled to any help with their rent. They get maximum student loans. 
· Total income from employment: Julie c. £400 per month; Mark c. £250 per month; Euan £0

· All three have student loans totalling c.£2000 a month
· They do not pay Council Tax 
You have to decide:

· What housing type is best for these students?

· How will they furnish it?

· Can they afford it?
Scenario 4 - Working family - Keith and Mary
Keith (36) is a joiner with the Council and Mary (32) works part-time as a cleaner. They are not entitled to any benefits, other than child benefit for their two children, Stacey (8) and Louise (6). They are in a private let but the landlord wants the flat back and they have to find somewhere else to live. 
· Keith's income from work is c. £1800 a month

· Mary's income from work is c. £400 a month, plus child benefit
· They will have to pay Council Tax of c.£150 a month
You have to decide:

· What housing type is best for this family?

· How will they furnish it?

· Do they have enough money to sustain their housing?

Scenario 5 - Professional couple

Justin (34) and Amanda (32) have no children and have just moved to Scotland, where they both have found work as architects. They are staying in a temporary let whist they look around for their best options.. 
· Justin's income from work is c. £4000 a month

· Mary's income from work is also c.£4000 a month

· They will have to pay Council Tax of c.£250 a month
You have to decide:

· What housing type is best for this family?

· How will they furnish it?

· Do they have enough money to sustain their housing?

Scenario 6 - Family with care needs

Alison gave up a well-paid full time job to help look after her husband, Alan following a car accident which left him severely disabled.  They have one child, Ann-Marie, who is 15. They are struggling to pay their rent in their private let
· Alan doesn't have any work income but gets Personal Independence Payment (Benefit) of £420 a month and Disability Living Allowance of £550 a month, plus child benefit c. £85 monthly 

· Alison's income from work is c. £600 a month

· They will have to pay Council Tax of c.£150 a month
You have to decide:

· What housing type is best for this family?

· How will they furnish it?

· Do they have enough money to sustain their housing?
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