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IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW PETROLEUM REGULATIONS 2014

PETROL STORAGE
APPLICATION GUIDANCE NOTES

East Lothian Council

As the petroleum enforcing authority for East Lothian we are responsible for 
ensuring those who keep, transport, dispense and sell petrol do not cause risk to 
the public or environment.  If you dispense petrol into the tanks of motor vehicles 
you require a petroleum storage certificate. Dispensing means manual or electrical 
pumping of petrol from a storage tank on workplace premises.

Under the Petroleum Consolidation Regulations, all licences in place on 1 October 
2014 remain valid until their expiry date.

Petroleum Certificates will be issued as licences expire and are issued in the name 
of the premises where the petrol is stored and dispensed. Certificates remain in 
force until either a major change takes place or the site no longer trades for more 
than 12 months.

The keeper of the fuel on the premises for which a Certificate exists, must pay an 
annual fee which is calculated to the maximum quantity of petrol stored at the 
site. The keeper can choose to pay for up to 10 years.

Further information on storing petrol safely is available from the HSE including 
guidance for operators & employees of petrol stations.

Additional documents

You will need to submit the following documents with your application: 

	� a location plan
	� a drawing of the proposed layout of the dispensing premises
	� a drawing of the proposed containment system, including storage tanks and 

pipe work
	� a drawing of the proposed drainage system for petrol

Drawings submitted should be in hard copy format with a scale of 1:100.



PETROL STORAGE LICENCE APPLICATION - GUIDANCE NOTES

East Lothian Council

Tacit consent

Tacit consent won’t apply for petroleum storage certificates. This means that you 
cannot assume that the application has been approved if you do not hear from us 
by the end of the target completion period. It is in the public interest that we must 
process your application before it can be granted.

Applications need to be submitted (with the additional documents) at least 28 
days before it is required but no more than six months in advance.

Applications are to be lodged with 
Licensing, Legal, Administration & Democratic Services, East Lothian Council, 

John Muir House, Haddington, EH41 3HA, together with the fee.
	

ALL CHEQUES TO BE MADE PAYABLE TO EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL

Application Fees		

The keeper of the fuel must pay an annual fee set by the Health and Safety Fees 
Regulations. The fee is calculated according to the maximum litreage of petrol 
stored at the site.

The keeper can choose to pay for up to 10 years in advance.

Information supplied on this form may be held on computer and applicants are 
advised that in processing this application background enquiries will be made 
which may include reference to personal data held on computer.

East Lothian Council is required by law to protect the public funds it 
administers. Thus the Council may share the information you provided to them 
with other bodies responsible for auditing or administering public funds, in 
order to prevent and detect fraud.


