
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
REPORT TO:           Licensing Sub-Committee  
 
MEETING DATE: 12 December 2013 
 
BY:                       Depute Chief Executive – Resources and People Services 
 
SUBJECT:  Taxi Fare Review 
  

 
 
1 PURPOSE 

1.1 For the Licensing Sub-Committee to approve the commencement of the 
taxi fare review for the hire of taxis in East Lothian. 

 
2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That the Licensing Sub-Committee approves (1) the commencement of 
the taxi fare review for the hire of taxis in East Lothian and (2) a 
consultation with persons or organizations who are the representative of, 
the operators of taxis operating within East Lothian, and (3) the 
advertising of the general effect of the proposals and the date when they 
propose that their decision will take effect in the local newspaper. 

 
3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 In terms of Section 17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, the 
Licensing Authority is required to fix from time to time scales for taxi fares 
and other charges and to review these scales at intervals not exceeding 
18 months from the date on which the scales came into effect. The fares 
and other charges currently applying to taxis in East Lothian came into 
effect on 13 September 2012. The report of 13 September 2012 is 
annexed as Appendix 1 to this report. The taxi fare details are annexed 
as Appendix 2. 

3.2 The Act requires the Licensing Authority in carrying out a review of taxi 
fares to consult with persons or organizations who are the representative 
of, the operators of taxis operating within East Lothian and to invite 
representations from the public by advertising the general effect of the 
proposals and the date when they propose that their decision will take 
effect local newspaper.  

 

 



3.3 In the past, as part of the review of taxi fares, the Licensing Authority has 
consulted the Licensing Authorities for West Lothian, Midlothian, City of 
Edinburgh and Scottish Borders as to their current scale of fares and 
other charges. Copies of the current approved tables for those local 
authority areas are attached as Appendix 3. 

 
3.4 Before any new scale of fares and other charges may come into force it 

will be necessary for the Council to advertise any new proposed scale in 
the press in order to give the opportunity for public representations.  A 
report to the Sub-Committee will be detailed at a later date incorporating 
(1) any new proposed scale and (2) representations made by the public. 

 

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 There are no policy implications. 

 

5 EQUALITIES IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1 This report is not applicable to the well being of equalities groups and an 
Equalities Impact Assessment is not required.  

 

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial - None 

6.2 Personnel  - None 

6.3 Other - None 

 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

7.1 Section 17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 

 

AUTHOR’S NAME Catherine Molloy 

DESIGNATION Senior Solicitor 

CONTACT INFO Catherine Molloy x7449 

DATE 12 December 2013 
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REPORT TO: Licensing Sub-Committee 
 
MEETING DATE: 13 September 2012 
 
BY:   Executive Director (Support Services) 
 
SUBJECT:  Taxi Fare Review 
  

 
 
1    PURPOSE 

1.1   To advise the Licensing Sub Committee on the outcome of the newspaper 
advertisement of the scale of Taxi fares and charges proposed by the East 
Lothian Taxi & Private Hire Association. 

 

2     RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1   To consider the advertised scale of Taxi fares and charges, and, if 
approved, to fix same with an effective date to be confirmed in November 
2012. 

 
2.2    To note that notice of the scale of Taxi fares and charges, as may be fixed 

by the Licensing Authority, is to be given, informing the recipients of the 
notice of the effects of Section 18(1) of the Civic Government (Scotland) 
Act 1982. 

 

3     BACKGROUND 

3.1 Following the decision of the Licensing Sub Committee, taken at its 
meeting held on 14 June 2012, that it was intended to make a 
determination of the scale of fares and other charges, as proposed to that 
meeting by East Lothian Taxi & Private Hire Association, the proposed 
scale was advertised in the local East Lothian newspapers on 27 July 
2012. A copy of the information advertised appears in Appendix 1, 
together with a full copy of the proposed tariff and the current tariffs 
operating in the other Lothian Authorities, for information. Members of the 
public were given until 27 August 2012 to make representations. At the 
time of writing this report, no representations had been received.  

3.2 The Licensing Sub Committee are therefore now in a position to make a 
decision on whether to fix as the new scale of fares and charges, those 
advertised, given that no representations on the matter were received 



within the statutory period. Following the fixing of the new scale of fares 

and charges, the Council as Licensing Authority, requires to give notice of 

their decision, in terms of Section 17(4) of the Civic Government 

(Scotland) Act 1982, to such persons or organisations as they consulted 

about the scale, namely the East Lothian Taxi & Private Hire Association, 

informing them of the general effect of section 18(1) of the Act, which 

deals with a right of appeal. 

3.3 Section 18(1) of the Act provides that any person who operates a taxi, for 

which scales have been fixed, may appeal against these scales to the 

traffic commissioner within 14 days. If an appeal is lodged, the 

introduction of the new fee tariff is suspended until the traffic 

commissioner has issued his decision. 

3.4 Given the requirement to notify, allow time for appeals, and thereafter to 

have taxi meters recalibrated to the new rates, it is suggested that the 

new rates become operative in November 2012. The proposed dates for 

recalibration of meters will be confirmed as soon as possible. 

 

4     POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1    None. In fixing a scale of fares and other charges, the Council as 

Licensing Authority is complying with a statutory duty. 

 

5     EQUALITIES IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1 This report is not applicable to the well being of equalities groups and an 

Equalities Impact Assessment is not required.  

 

6     RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial - None 

6.2 Personnel  - None 

6.3 Other  None 

 

7      BACKGROUND PAPERS  

7.1 Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, sections 17 & 18 

 

AUTHO  Morag Ferguson 

DESIGNATION Corporate Legal Advisor 

CONTACT INFO Ian Forrest, Senior Solicitor, x7389 

DATE 23 August 2012 



















CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1982

TAXI FARE REVIEW
Notice is hereby given that East Lothian Council intends to
review the taxi fare scales applicable in East Lothian.

The East Lothian Taxi & Private Hire Association have
proposed the fare structure set out below.  The proposals
will be considered at a future meeting of the Council’s
Licensing Sub-Committee.  Any person may lodge
representations in writing with respect to the proposals to
the Department noted below no later than Monday 27th
August 2012.

Civic Licensing Team 27 July 2012

Law & Licensing

John Muir House

Haddington 

PROPOSED FARE STRUCTURE

NOTES

1.THE ABOVE FARES APPLICABLE ONLY WITHIN THE
ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF EAST LOTHIAN.

2.FARE FOR HIRE TERMINATING OUTWITH EAST LOTHIAN BY
ARRANGEMENT AT THE TIME OF HIRE.

The Executive Director of Support Services of East Lothian
Council has calculated that the difference in hire charges
between the existing and proposed Fare Structure is as
shown below:-

IInnccrreeaassee  ppeerr  wwhhoollee  mmiillee  ttrraavveelllleedd

Distance (miles)  PresentProposed % Increase

1 3.70 4.60 24.32%

2 5.70 7.00 22.81%

3 7.70 9.40 22.08%

4 9.90 11.80 19.19%

5 11.90 14.20 19.33%

10 22.10 26.40 19.46%

15 32.50 38.40 18.15%

20 42.70 50.60 18.50%

EXISTING FARE STRUCTURE
(From 12th November 2010) 

NNOOTTEESS

1.THE ABOVE FARES APPLICABLE ONLY WITHIN THE
ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF EAST LOTHIAN.

2.FARE FOR HIRE TERMINATING OUTWITH EAST LOTHIAN BY
ARRANGEMENT AT THE TIME OF HIRE.

Job Number:336607002

Proof No: 1

Time Stamp: 24/Jul/12 11:26

Operator:Amy Adams

Client Contact: SC0108 / Personnel

Media: East Lothian Courier

Insertion date: 27/Jul/12

Class/Section: Public Notices /

Size (DxW): 310 x 64.5mm (31 X 2)

Purchase order or ref:

Total Cost: £518.92

FFoorr  11  ttoo  44  PPaasssseennggeerrss TTAARRIIFFFF      11 TTAARRIIFFFF  22

FOR THE INITIAL HIRE NOT
EXCEEDING 674.05 YARDS

FOR THE INITIAL PERIOD OF WAITING
TIME, FOR A COMBINATION OF TIME
AND DISTANCE AS ABOVE

££22..5500 ££55..0000

FOR EVERY ADDITIONAL 145.35 YARDS

FOR EACH ADDITIONAL 40 SECONDS
OF WAITING TIME

FOR A COMBINATION OF TIME AND
DISTANCE

2200pp 4400pp

Tariff 1
6am – 6am

Tariff 2

6pm on 24th December until 6am on 27th December

6pm on 31st December until 6am on 3rd January

EXTRA PAYMENTS

WHEN MORE THAN  4 PASSENGERS - £1.00 EACH

CLEANING CHARGE FOR ALCOHOL RELATED SICKNESS -
£100.00

For 1 to 4 Passengers TARIFF 1 TARIFF 2 TARIFF 3

FOR THE INITIAL HIRE NOT
EXCEEDING 793 YARDS

FOR THE INITIAL PERIOD OF
WAITING TIME, FOR A
COMBINATION OF TIME AND
DISTANCE AS ABOVE

£2.50 £3.00 £5.00

FOR EVERY ADDITIONAL 171
YARDS

FOR EACH ADDITIONAL 40
SECONDS OF WAITING TIME

FOR A COMBINATION OF TIME
AND DISTANCE

20p 20p 40p

Tariff 1

6am – 6pm

Tariff 2

6pm – 6am 

Tariff 3

6pm on 24th December until 6am on 27th December

6pm on 31st December until 6am on 3rd January

EXTRA PAYMENTS

WHEN MORE THAN  4 PASSENGERS - £1.00 EACH

PREBOOKINGS CALL OUT CHARGE - 40p

CANCELLATION CHARGE -£3.00

CLEANING CHARGE FOR ALCOHOL RELATED SICKNESS -
£60.00



CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1982

TAXI FARE REVIEW
Notice is hereby given that East Lothian Council
intends to review the taxi fare scales applicable in
East Lothian.

The East Lothian Taxi & Private Hire Association have
proposed the fare structure set out below.  The
proposals will be considered at a future meeting of
the Council’s Licensing Sub-Committee.  Any person
may lodge representations in writing with respect to
the proposals to the Department noted below no
later than Monday 27th August 2012.

Civic Licensing Team 27 July 2012

Law & Licensing

John Muir House

Haddington 

PROPOSED FARE STRUCTURE

NOTES

1.THE ABOVE FARES APPLICABLE ONLY WITHIN THE
ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF EAST LOTHIAN.

2.FARE FOR HIRE TERMINATING OUTWITH EAST
LOTHIAN BY ARRANGEMENT AT THE TIME OF HIRE.

The Executive Director of Support Services of East
Lothian Council has calculated that the difference in
hire charges between the existing and proposed
Fare Structure is as shown below:-

IInnccrreeaassee  ppeerr  wwhhoollee  mmiillee  ttrraavveelllleedd

Distance (miles)  PresentProposed % Increase

1 3.70 4.60 24.32%

2 5.70 7.00 22.81%

3 7.70 9.40 22.08%

4 9.90 11.80 19.19%

5 11.90 14.20 19.33%

10 22.10 26.40 19.46%

15 32.50 38.40 18.15%

20 42.70 50.60 18.50%

EXISTING FARE STRUCTURE
(From 12th November 2010) 

NNOOTTEESS

1.THE ABOVE FARES APPLICABLE ONLY WITHIN THE
ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF EAST LOTHIAN.

2.FARE FOR HIRE TERMINATING OUTWITH EAST
LOTHIAN BY ARRANGEMENT AT THE TIME OF HIRE.

Job Number:336607001

Proof No: 1

Time Stamp: 24/Jul/12 11:26

Operator:Amy Adams

Client Contact: SC0108 / Personnel

Media: East Lothian News

Insertion date: 27/Jul/12

Class/Section: Public Notices /

Size (DxW): 330 x 58.0mm (33 X 2)

Purchase order or ref:

Total cost: £327.36

FFoorr  11  ttoo  44  PPaasssseennggeerrss TTAARRIIFFFF      11TTAARRIIFFFF  22

FOR THE INITIAL HIRE NOT
EXCEEDING 674.05 YARDS

FOR THE INITIAL PERIOD OF
WAITING TIME, FOR A
COMBINATION OF TIME AND
DISTANCE AS ABOVE

££22..5500 ££55..0000

FOR EVERY ADDITIONAL 145.35
YARDS

FOR EACH ADDITIONAL 40
SECONDS OF WAITING TIME

FOR A COMBINATION OF TIME
AND DISTANCE

2200pp 4400pp

Tariff 1
6am – 6am

Tariff 2

6pm on 24th December until 6am on 27th
December

6pm on 31st December until 6am on 3rd January

EXTRA PAYMENTS

WHEN MORE THAN  4 PASSENGERS - £1.00 EACH

CLEANING CHARGE FOR ALCOHOL RELATED SICKNESS
-£100.00

For 1 to 4 Passengers TARIFF 1 TARIFF 2TARIFF 3

FOR THE INITIAL HIRE NOT
EXCEEDING 793 YARDS

FOR THE INITIAL PERIOD
OF WAITING TIME, FOR A
COMBINATION OF TIME
AND DISTANCE AS ABOVE

£2.50 £3.00 £5.00

FOR EVERY ADDITIONAL
171 YARDS

FOR EACH ADDITIONAL 40
SECONDS OF WAITING
TIME

FOR A COMBINATION OF
TIME AND DISTANCE

20p 20p 40p

Tariff 1

6am – 6pm

Tariff 2

6pm – 6am 

Tariff 3

6pm on 24th December until 6am on 27th
December

6pm on 31st December until 6am on 3rd January

EXTRA PAYMENTS

WHEN MORE THAN  4 PASSENGERS - £1.00 EACH

PREBOOKINGS CALL OUT CHARGE - 40p

CANCELLATION CHARGE -£3.00

CLEANING CHARGE FOR ALCOHOL RELATED
SICKNESS -£60.00



 Appendix 3 








