
  

 
 
 
 

REPORT TO: Petitions Committee 
 
MEETING DATE: 12 December 2013 
 
BY:  Depute Chief Executive (Resources and People Services) 
    
SUBJECT: Petitions Presented to the Petitions Committee for 

Consideration 
  
 
 
1 PURPOSE 

1.1 To present the petitions, outlined in Appendix 1, to the Petitions 
Committee for consideration. 

 
2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That the Committee considers the petitions, as outlined in Appendix 1, 
and takes action as required: 

• PET 1301 – Calling on East Lothian Council to have a Committee 
day-diary published daily and made accessible to the public on the 
Council’s website. 

• PET 1304 – Calling on East Lothian Council to reconsider its decision 
to reduce the funding for Fisherrow Community Nursery, 
Musselburgh. 

 
3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 The Petitions Committee is asked to note that 2 petitions have been 
received. The petitions outlined in Appendix 1 are deemed to be 
competent, and the Committee is asked to consider them and refer the 
matters to the relevant Cabinet spokesperson/Departmental Heads, 
where appropriate. 

3.2 Members are advised that they may view any petitions received by 
contacting the Clerk to the Petitions Committee. 

3.3 Additional information provided by Fisherrow Community Nursery in 
relation to PET1304 may also be viewed by contacting the Clerk to the 
Petitions Committee. 



 
 
4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 There are no immediate policy implications arising from this report. 
Depending on the action required and agreed by the Committee, there 
may be policy implications relating to particular issues arising from 
competent petitions. These will be subject to a separate report to the 
relevant committee, as required. 

 
5 EQUALITIES IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1 This report is not applicable to the well being of equalities groups and an 
Equalities Impact Assessment is not required.  

 
6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial – dependent on the action required and agreed by the 
Committee.   

6.2 Personnel – dependent on the action required and agreed by the 
Committee. 

6.3 Other – dependent on the action required and agreed by the Committee. 

 
7 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

7.1 East Lothian Council Standing Orders – Appendix 1: Scheme of 
Administration – Petitions Committee. 
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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL PETITIONS COMMITTEE 
PETITIONS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE AT ITS MEETING OF 12 DECEMBER 2013 

 
 
Petition 
Ref: 

Subject of Petition Date 
Rec’d 

Principal 
Petitioner 

Number of 
Signatures 

PET 
1301 

Calling on East Lothian Council to have a Committee day-diary published daily 
and made accessible to the public on the Council’s website. 
 
In his e-petition request, Mr Stanton made the following comments: 
 
“This [Committee day-diary] should be in their [the Council’s] website in order that 
members of the public are apprised of matters which are being discussed by the 
various Committees on a daily basis.  This will ensure the democratic [process] is 
extended to the people of the county and is an open and clear example of democracy 
in action. 
 
At present the only way a member of the public is able to ascertain what is going on is 
to access intended meetings, enter the website and then click on a meeting name, e.g. 
Cabinet, and then click on a particular date for the agenda papers. A further web page 
has to be interrogated to show the time and date of a particular meeting, e.g. Tuesday 
25 June 2013 @ 10.00 of East Lothian Council.   
 
This information does not tell us anything as the subject matter being discussed or 
considered is not disclosed. But as in this example, what members of the public even 
know what ‘Cabinet’ refers to? However, if you do not know what the designation of 
the meeting – in this case Cabinet – or the date when matters are to be discussed, 
how is one supposed to know what is going on? 
 
If you click on the next meeting, in this case 11th June, there is no information 
available at all!  The site simply states; “there are currently no attachments for this 
meeting”.  We are left in the dark as to what is going on.  The system is so convoluted 
it appears that the business of the Council is deliberately obtuse to the point of 
secretive.  
 

23 June 
2013 

K Stanton e-petition – 5 
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The information I seek is readily available on the Scottish Government website and is 
published daily in the newspapers.  Why is similar information not available to the 
people of East Lothian?” 
 
Mr Stanton had a letter published in the East Lothian Courier on 11 October 2013 in 
relation to his petition (a scanned copy is attached at Appendix 2). 
 
Other relevant background information: 
 
Scottish Parliament website:   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ 
 
East Lothian Council website: 
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/200188/councillors_and_committees 
 

Petition 
Ref: 

Subject of Petition Date 
Rec’d 

Principal 
Petitioner 

Number of 
Signatures 

PET 
1304 

Calling on East Lothian Council to reconsider its decision to reduce the funding 
for Fisherrow Community Nursery, Musselburgh. 
 
The paper petition was submitted to the Council along with a covering letter received 
on 12 September 2013.  A further letter, providing background information on the 
petition, was received on 25 November 2013.  The letters are attached at Appendix 3 
and Appendix 4. 
 
The petitioners state that in May 2013 they were advised that the Council was cutting 
the Nursery’s funding by almost 33%.  They claim that this has had a negative effect 
on the Nursery’s ability to deliver its previously high standard of care to pre-school 
children in the local community.   They wish to point out that the Nursery is unique in 
the local area as a charitable, non-profit making organisation.   Many of its clients 
cannot afford increased charges and, despite meetings with Council officials, the 
petitioners are not satisfied that their circumstances have been properly taken into 
account. 
 
In addition to the petitions, staff and parents have written to the Head of Education, 
their local MP and MSP.  Copies of this correspondence, along with business 

12 Sept 
2013 

J Campbell e-petition – 165 
 
paper 
petition – 711 
 
(Total = 876) 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/200188/councillors_and_committees


accounts and AGM reports, have been submitted as background information.  The full 
list of documents is as follows: 
 

• 9 signed copies of a circular letter prepared by the Nursery; 
• 9 other letters from parents to the Education Authority; 
• Nursery accounts for 2012-13 and for the current financial year; 
• Chairperson’s reports from the AGMs for 2012 and 2013; 
• Letter from Darrin Nightingale to Jackie Campbell 23 May 2013; 
• Reply from Jackie Campbell (no date); 
• E-mail and written correspondence from Sarah Boyack MSP, Kezia Dugdale 

MSP, Colin Beattie MP and Fiona O’Donnell MP; 
• Letters from Darrin Nightingale to Kezia Dugdale MSP (1 July 2013) and Colin 

Beattie MSP (4 July 2013). 
 
These documents may be viewed by contacting the Clerk to the Petitions Committee. 
 
The online petition – created on an independent petitions website – can be viewed 
using the following link: 
 
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/east-lothian-council-rethink-proposed-funding-cuts-to-
fisherrow-community-nursery 
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