
  

 

 

 
 
 

REPORT TO: East Lothian Council 
 
MEETING DATE: 28 October 2014      
 
BY:  Depute Chief Executive (Resources and People Services) 
    
SUBJECT: Musselburgh Common Good Budget and Funding of 

Musselburgh Fireworks Display 
  

 
 
1 PURPOSE 

1.1 Council is asked to consider the use of Standing Order 12 to rescind the 
awards budget approved at its meeting of 26 August 2014 and replace it 
with a revised figure. 

1.2 Additionally the cost of the annual fireworks display for Musselburgh is in 
excess of £10,000 and requires Council approval under the Scheme of 
Administration for Common Good Funds.  

 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 To review the budget set for Musselburgh Common Good Fund and 
consider replacing it with a revised figure given changes on the demands 
of that budget. 

2.2 Subject to agreement to increase the budget as stated above, to 
consider the cost of the annual fireworks display, which is in excess of 
the £10,000 maximum the Common Good can approve, at a cost of 
£16,500. 

 

3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 At it’s meeting of 26 August 2014 Council agreed the accounts and 
budgets of the four Common Good Funds which it administers. 

3.2 On 24 June 2014 the Musselburgh Common Good recommended to 
Council that they should approve an award of £80,000 to Musselburgh 
Tennis Club. 



3.3 The Musselburgh Common Good budget for awards was set at £100,000 
the awards made to date, including the Musselburgh Tennis Club, total 
£98,300.  

3.4 There are four applications, including the fireworks, awaiting 
determination, potentially valued at £31,900. 

3.5 To enable the Musselburgh Common Good Fund to operate effectively 
Council is asked to agree under Standing Order 12 to rescind the 
£100,000 budget and replace it with a revised budget of £180,000. 

3.6 The Musselburgh Common Good has sufficient income to enable this 
increase in awards.  

3.7 Standing Order 12 is relevant as the budget was agreed less than six 
months ago on 26 August 2014. 

3.8 Members are reminded that a vote in favour of this request must be 
agreed by two thirds to enable the motion to be passed. 

3.9 The annual fireworks display, which will cost £16,500 has been agreed in 
principal by the six Musselburgh Councillors and you are now asked to 
approve this expenditure.  The application form is attached as Appendix 
1 to this report. 

 

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 Agreement to rescind and replace the awards budget for Musselburgh 
Common Good will enable it to use it’s resources for the good of it’s 
residents. 

 

5 EQUALITIES IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1 This report is not applicable to the well being of equalities groups and an 
Equalities Impact Assessment is not required.  

 

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial -  as set out in the report 

6.2 Personnel - none. 

6.3 Other – none. 

 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

7.1 Council 26August 2014 – Common Good Funds – Budget 2014/15 to 
2016/17 



7.2 Common Good Committees – Scheme of Administration 17 December 
2013 

7.3 Standing Orders of East Lothian Council – 12 Rescinding Decisions. 
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