
local development plan

main issues
report2014

haddington area summary & maps







Key Messages: Haddington Cluster 

At this stage the preferred development opportunities in the Haddington cluster could deliver approximately 1,400 additional homes and a 
minimum of 8 ha of employment land over the period to 2024 and beyond. In regional terms Haddington is accessible, including by public transport, 
but less so than settlements to the west of East Lothian and Dunbar.  The cumulative impact of additional development on the transport network, 
including at Old Craighall, is an issue that needs to be resolved. The traffic impacts of further development, in particular in the west of Haddington, 
would require to be modelled. Haddington is in high demand as a place to live and offers some potential for job creation, but fewer homes are sold 
here than locations further west. Solutions for additional strategic water and drainage capacity will be required to accommodate further additional 
development here beyond current commitments and these are unlikely to come forward in the short term. The settlements are also constrained 
from further expansion by environmental and / or other infrastructure constraints and the need to ensure the ability to deliver existing land 
allocations and / or planning permissions will not be undermined. The availability / ability to provide additional primary education capacity at 
Haddington Infant and Primary School is a significant constraint to further housing development beyond current commitments. The new Letham 
Mains Primary School, once delivered, may provide an opportunity to increase primary education capacity within the town to facilitate further 
housing development in the medium to long term as an expansion of that strategic site. The preferred housing sites can be accommodated while 
conserving the character and setting of Haddington and education capacity can be provided to accommodate them. Other options for the expansion 
of Haddington are land to the east at Amisfield, land to the south-west as a further expansion of Dovecot, and land to the north west beyond Letham 
Mains. With the possible exception of a further expansion at Dovecot (in view of the recent planning appeal decision there) all of these sites would 
have an adverse impact on the town’s character and setting. In addition, if any further housing development were to be supported at Haddington, 
primary and secondary education solutions would need to be found.  
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