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Key Messages: Prestonpans/Cockenzie/Port Seton/Longniddry Cluster 

At this stage the preferred development opportunities in the Prestonpans cluster could deliver approximately 154 homes and 80 ha of additional 
employment land over the period to 2024. However, this cluster may also have an important enabling role in providing education capacity for the 
current 1,600 houses at the Blindwells allocation as well as potentially for any expansion of the new settlement. In regional terms the Prestonpans 
cluster is highly accessible, including by public transport. The cumulative impact of additional development on the transport network, including at 
Old Craighall, is an issue that requires to be resolved. The cluster is in high demand as a place to live and offers the potential for job creation. 
Strategic water and drainage capacity is available to serve additional development. There are regeneration opportunities, but relevant settlements 
are constrained from further expansion by environmental and infrastructure constraints, including the Green Belt, as well as the coastline and East 
Coast Main Line. To facilitate a National Development set out by NPF3 at Prestonpans / Cockenzie around 80ha of land should be promoted for major 
employment use, based upon energy related development which may extend to associated port-related activity.  Consistent with NPF3 an 
appropriate area of land should be allocated for this purpose by the LDP. A comprehensive masterplan for the area would be required, including 
measures to mitigate development related impacts such as transport. For housing development, capacity at Preston Lodge High School could be used 
and / or the school could be expanded to make some additional education capacity available and how this capacity may be utilised is a significant 
issue: it could be used in the short term or for the longer term to serve the existing Blindwells allocation and any potential expansion of the new 
settlement, subject to catchment review. As an alternative, if Goshen were to be supported but a Musselburgh based education solution for that site 
were not to be found education capacity for its pupils may be provided at Preston Lodge High School, subject to catchment review by the Council. It 
is unlikely that enough capacity could be provided at Preston Lodge High School to accommodate pupils from Blindwells as well as the Goshen and / 
or Longniddry sites together. While an expansion of Longniddry may deliver circa 1,000 homes, it is not clear if this could be achieved without 
compromising the existing Blindwells allocation or undermine any ability to expand the new settlement further - e.g. in terms of education capacity 
and / or capacity at the Gladsmuir A1(T) Interchange. Notwithstanding this, it would be challenging to secure an appropriate expansion of Longniddry 
given the difficulties the East Coast Main Line would present to the integration of new development with the existing village.  An expansion of 
Longniddry is not preferred at this stage, but it may be a reasonable alternative opportunity. 
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