
 

 

 
REPORT TO: Licensing Sub-Committee 
 
MEETING DATE: 12 March 2015 
 
BY:   Deputy Chief Executive, Resources and People Services 
 
SUBJECT: Explosives Regulations 2014 and the Petroleum 

Consolidation Regulations 2014 
  

 
 
1 PURPOSE 

To (1) update members of East Lothian Licensing Sub Committee’s 
(“Sub-Committee”) on the new Explosives Regulations 2014 which came 
into force on 1 October 2014 and (2) update the Sub-Committee on the 
new Petroleum Consolidation Regulations 2014 which came into force on 
1 October 2014 and (3) to seek approval that the duration of both an 
Explosives Licence and a Petroleum Licence is one year.  

 
2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

That, in accordance with the duration of the majority of other licences, the 
members of the Sub-Committee approve that the grant of a licence to 
store explosives and petroleum is for a period of 1 year. 

 

3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 The  Explosives Regulations 2014 came into force on 1 October 2014.  
The purpose of the Explosives Regulations 2014 is to consolidate and 
revoke a number of existing explosives regulations. It brings together the 
requirements of health and safety related explosives legislation and 
addresses other issues such as authorisation, safety, security and 
placing on the market.  

 
3.2 The Licensing Authority was previously responsible for the grant of a 

licence for the storage of explosives. The new regulations do not change 
this position. 

 
3.3 The Explosives Regulations 2014 also impose a statutory fee structure 

for the grant/renewal of a licence for the storage of explosives as detailed 
in Appendix 2 to this report.  

 



3.4  The Petroleum (Consolidation) Regulations 2014 combine, update and 
replace all previous legislation on petrol storage. The existing health and 
safety responsibilities remain the same; anything that is still relevant is 
included in the 2014 Regulations.  The most significant changes relate to 
the administrative processes, and have been designed to reduce 
administration for both the Licensing Authority and licensees. 

 
3.5 The Licensing Authority was previously responsible for the grant of a 

licence for the storage of petroleum. The new regulations do not change 
this position. 

 
3.6 There is no proposed change to the current fee structure for the grant of 

a petroleum licence. 
 
3.7 Whilst the Explosives Regulations 2014 and the Petroleum 

(Consolidation) Regulations 2014 provide options for the duration of the 
licence the licensing authority would seek the approval of the Sub –
Committee to grant the licences for a period of 1 year. This ensures that 
the administration of same can be closely monitored. 

 
 
4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 None 

 
5 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 Financial – the fee is imposed by statute to cover the cost of the 
administration of the explosives licence. 

5.2 Personnel – Not applicable. 

5.3 Other - None 

 
6 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

6.1 Guide to the Explosive Regulations 2014 (Appendix 1). 

6.2 Fees for the grant of a licence to store explosives licence granted by local 
licensing authorities (Appendix 2). 

6.3 Guide to the Petroleum (Consolidation) Regulations 2014 (Appendix 3). 
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