East Lothian Licensing Board – 24/11/16

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
EAST LOTHIAN LICENSING BOARD
THURSDAY 24 OCTOBER 2016
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, TOWN HOUSE, HADDINGTON

Board Members Present:
Councillor J Goodfellow (Convenor)
Councillor S Akhtar
Councillor S Currie
Councillor D Grant
Councillor F McAllister
Councillor T Trotter
Clerk of the Licensing Board:
Mrs M Ferguson, Service Manager, Legal and Procurement
Attending:
Mrs K MacNeill, Service Manager, Licensing, Administration and Democratic
Services
Mr R Fruzynski, Licensing Standards Officer
Ms D Elworthy, Licensing Officer
Ms G Herkes, Licensing Officer
Insp A Harborow, Police Scotland
PC H Bowsher, Police Scotland
Committee Clerk:
Ms J Totney, Team Manager – Democratic Services
Apologies:
Councillor W Innes
Declarations of Interest:
As a remunerated non executive board member of NHS Lothian, Councillor Grant
declared a potential interest in item 2 as NHS Lothian had submitted a late objection.
If the Board decided to accept the late objection, Councillor Grant would withdraw
from consideration of the item. Councillor Grant also declared an interest in item 5 as
he has extensive knowledge of the situation.
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At the suggestion of Councillor Goodfellow, Convenor, the Board agreed to amend
the order of business in light of the need for Councillor Grant to withdraw from the
meeting for item 5.
1.

MINUTES FOR APPROVAL

The minutes of the Licensing Board meeting of 27 October 2016 were agreed to be a
true record.
2

PERSONAL LICENCE
Aidan Edward Berney

Mr Berney was present and was accompanied by the manager from the Herringbone
bar and restaurant, North Berwick.
The Clerk advised that Mr Berney had not declared a previous conviction on his
application form; a fact that was later disclosed by Police Scotland.
Inspector Harborow had nothing to add to the Police Scotland report.
Mr Berney informed the Board that he hopes to further his career in the licensed
trade. The manager from the Herringbone advised that Mr Berney has proved to be
a valuable member of staff and that he is keen to develop him further.
Councillor Currie commented that it was unfortunate that the application form had not
been completed correctly; noted that there is no objection to the application from
Police Scotland; welcomed the support being provided by the employer; and stated
that he would be supporting the application.
Councillors Grant, Akhtar and Goodfellow echoed the comments regarding employer
support and emphasised the need for paperwork to be accurately completed.
Decision
East Lothian Licensing Board agreed to grant the personal licence.
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PREMISES LICENCE – REVIEW
Pans Convenience Store, Prestonpans

Ms J Hood, Licensing Practitioner, was present to represent the applicant.
explained that her client was unable to attend the meeting.

She

The Clerk reminded members that a condition had been placed on the licence in
March 2016 requiring that a personal licence holder must be on the premises at all
times during licensing core hours. It had been decided that this would be reviewed
after six months to determine whether the condition was still necessary and
appropriate. She further advised that the item had been carried forward from last
month, for determination at this meeting. Board members agreed that they were
happy to deal with the matter in the absence of the applicant.
The Licensing Standards Officer (LSO) advised that he had visited the premises on
numerous occasions and that he had no objection to removing the condition that was
currently placed on the licence. However, he was of the view that it would be good
practice if the premises were to continue to operate in this manner on a voluntary
basis.
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Inspector Harborow advised that Police Scotland had also visited the premises on
several occasions and that the condition had always been adhered to.
Ms Hood informed the Board that her client is now seeking that the condition be
removed, although her client would continue to ensure that a personal licence holder
was on the premises at the weekend.
Councillor Currie remarked that the views of Police Scotland and the LSO are crucial
and noted that they have not highlighted any issues or concerns. He was content to
remove the condition but highlighted the risks and potential repercussions of doing
so; a view shared by Councillors Akhtar and Grant.
Councillor Goodfellow asked Ms Hood to relay to her client that the Board consider it
best practice to continue having a personal licence holder on the premises during
licensing core hours.
Decision
East Lothian Licensing Board agreed to remove the relevant condition from the
premises licence.
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PREMISES LICENCE – MAJOR VARIATION
Glenkinchie Distillery Visitor Centre, Pencaitland

Mr D Hossack, Morton Fraser Lawyers, was present to represent the applicant. Ms G
Gascgoine, Visitor Centre Manager, was also present.
The Convenor advised members that a late objection had been received from NHS
Lothian and that there was no explanation as to why it was late. The Clerk advised
that the deadline was 15 November, and the objection was received on 18
November. The Board, excluding Councillor Grant, voted not to take the late
objection into account as no explanation had been provided as to why it was
submitted after the statutory period for representations had expired. It was agreed
that there was therefore no need for Councillor Grant to declare an interest and leave
the meeting.
The Clerk advised that the major variation seeks to tidy up a number of aspects of
the licence and reflect current operational practice: add on sales 10am to 11pm daily;
seasonal variation to read ‘premises may close within core hours’; inclusion of
conference, restaurant, receptions, meetings, recorded music, live performances,
theatre, sport and outdoor drinking facilities; new wording for other activities; amend
children and young persons to have access to all areas at all times if accompanied
by an adult; add the boardwalk by the lagoons, the pavilion and bowling
green/surrounding areas to the layout plan; and vary the description to include visitor
centre, shop, pavilion and external areas. She further advised that the application
triggers the Board’s overprovision policy; that Police Scotland has requested that the
terminal hour for outside drinking be 10pm; and referred members to correspondence
between the Council’s planning department and Mr Hossack.
Mr Hossack provided background information on the visitor centre and the outside
areas; advised that whisky tasting samples are offered as part of the visitor tours;
mentioned that on occasion, the samples would be offered in the grounds of the
distillery; stressed that the premises do not operate as a bar; explained that it is
important that his client has the correct type of licence; pointed out that some tours
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finish before 11am, hence the request for a start time of 10am for on sales; stated
that his client was agreeable to a terminal hour of 10pm for the outside area; and
confirmed that he is in touch with the Council’s planning department in respect of the
issues they have raised.
The LSO advised that there has been full consultation with the premises manager
and that he has no objection to the application to vary the premises licence.
Inspector Harborow had nothing to add to the Police Scotland report.
Councillor Akhtar commented on the importance of Glenkinchie Distillery as a major
attraction in East Lothian and supported the application.
Councillor Grant was satisfied with the reasons for serving alcohol before 10am and
supported the application.
Councillors Currie, McAllister and Trotter also advised they were in favour of granting
the application.
Decision
East Lothian Licensing Board agreed to grant the major variation to the premises
licence, subject to a terminal hour of 10pm in the outside area.
Sederunt: Councillor Grant left the meeting
5

GRANT OF PREMISES LICENCE

5 (a)
5 (b)

Macmerry Bowling Club, West Bank Road, Macmerry – Bowlers
Macmerry Bowling Club Pavilion, West Bank Road, Macmerry – Miners’
Welfare

Mr N Hassard, TLT Solicitors, was present to represent Macmerry Bowling Club,
West Bank Road, Macmerry – Bowlers (the Bowlers). Mr E Dickson, Secretary, was
also present.
Mr A Macdonald, Macdonald Licensing, was present to represent Macmerry Bowling
Club Pavilion, West Bank Road, Macmerry – Miners’ Welfare (the Miners).
The Clerk advised members that the two applications will be heard
reminded members that the applications were discussed at the last
and had been continued to allow both applicants to work together
agreeing which application should proceed. Both parties had been
with the Council’s Estates department regarding which party has the
bar.

together. She
Board meeting
with a view to
urged to liaise
right to run the

Mr Macdonald advised that the Council’s Estates department had confirmed that the
Bowlers have the right to occupy the premises and that in the circumstances the
Miners would be withdrawing their application. He informed members that he had
discussed the matter with Mr Hassard and agreement had been reached regarding
reimbursing the Miners’ fees associated with lodging the premises licence
application; purchasing any remaining stocks of alcohol; allowing access for the
removal of bar fixtures and fittings; and paying compensation/re-imbursement for any
fixtures and fittings that will be retained.
Mr Hassard confirmed these arrangements.
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The Convenor thanked both parties for concluding matters amicably.
The Clerk confirmed that the Miners’ application was being withdrawn, leaving the
Bowlers’ application before the Board for consideration.
The LSO stated that the premises were well run when the Bowlers previously held
the premises licence. He indicated that he had no objections to the application.
Police Scotland requested that a terminal hour of 10pm be placed on any outside
drinking areas. Mr Hassard confirmed that his client was agreeable to this.
Councillors Akhtar, Currie and McAllister expressed their appreciation for the way the
matter had been resolved.
Decision
East Lothian Licensing Board agreed to grant the premises licence subject to a
terminal hour of 10pm for outside drinking areas.
6

REVIEW HEARINGS FOR BREACH OF LICENCE CONDITIONS – UNPAID
ANNUAL FEES

6 (a)
6 (b)

Masons Arms, 8 high Street, Belhaven
Whitekirk Golf and Country Club, Whitekirk, North Berwick

The Clerk referred to the October 2016 meeting of East Lothian Licensing Board and
the Board’s decision to hold a review hearing for premises who had not paid their
annual fee as at today’s date. However, the Board had delegated authority to the
Clerk to dismiss the review hearings for all premises that paid their annual fee in the
interim.
The Clerk updated members on the two premises that were detailed in their Board
papers. She advised that the Masons Arms had paid their outstanding fee on the
previous day and that Whitekirk Golf and Country Club had surrendered its licence.
She confirmed that both reviews had therefore been dismissed.
The Board noted the position and the convenor expressed disappointment at the
length of time the Masons Arms had taken to pay their annual fee and commented on
the significant amount of work that is involved chasing up late payers.
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REPORT TO:

East Lothian Licensing Board

MEETING DATE:

26 January 2017

SUBJECT:

Statement of Principles – Gambling Act 2005

1

PURPOSE

1.1

To report to East Lothian Licensing Board on the results of the consultation
exercise for the review of the Board’s Statement of Licensing Principles;

1.2

To ask the Board to approve the attached Statement of Principles for 2016–
2019.

2

RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1

That East Lothian Licensing Board notes the terms of this report and approves
the Statement of Principles 2016–2019 (Appendix 1).

3

BACKGROUND

3.1

At the Board’s meeting of 27 August 2015, it approved a report on the
timetable and procedure for consultation for the review of the Board’s
Statement of Licensing Principles 2016–2019.

3.2

The requirement to review and publish a Statement of Principles for the threeyear period is a statutory one, as is the obligation to consult certain specific
consultees. The Statement of Principles sets out the Board’s proposed
approach to the exercise of its functions under the Gambling Act 2005 during
the period 31 January 2016 – 30 January 2019.

3.3

The Clerk sent out a questionnaire to all required consultees.
The
questionnaire (Appendix 2) is attached. Only two responses were received.

4

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

4.1

Once approved, the Statement of Principles will be the policy of the Board.
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5

EQUALITIES IMPACT ASSESSMENT

5.1

This Report is not applicable to the wellbeing of equalities groups and
Equalities Impact Assessment is not required.

6

RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

6.1

Financial - None

6.2

Personnel - None

6.3

Other - None
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BACKGROUND PAPERS

7.1

Statement of Principles January 2013 – 2016

AUTHOR’S NAME

Kirstie MacNeill

DESIGNATION

Clerk of the Licensing Board

CONTACT INFO

01620 827217 licensing@eastlothian.gov.uk

DATE

17 January 2017

8

Appendix 1

GAMBLING ACT 2005
DRAFT STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
JANUARY 2016 -2019

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1
9

1
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.4.1
1.4.2
1.4.3
1.5
1.6
1.7
2
2.1

INTRODUCTION
Declaration
Geographical Area
Scope – Licensing Functions
The Licensing Objectives
Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being associated
with crime or disorder or being used to support crime .........................................
Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way.................................
Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited
by gambling. ...........................................................................................................
Responsible Authorities
Interested Parties
Consultation

4
4
4
5
5
5
6
6
7
8
8
8

2.2

POLICIES
Relationship between planning permission, building regulations and granting of a
premises licence.
Door Supervision

3
3.1
3.2

RISK ASSESSMENTS
General
Locality

9
9
10

4
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6

DECISION MAKING
General Principles
Scheme of Delegation
Licensing Reviews
Enforcement
Exchange of Information
Complaints against Licensed Premises

10
10
12
12
13
14
14

5
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5
5.6
5.7

LICENSABLE PREMISES
Provisional Statements
Casino Premises
Bingo Premises
Betting Premises
Tracks
Adult Gaming Centres
Licensed Family Entertainment Centres

14
14
15
15
16
16
17
17

6
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5

PERMITS
Unlicensed Family Entertainment Centre Gaming Machine Permits
Club Gaming Permit
Club Machine Permit
Prize Gaming Permit
Alcohol Licensed Premises – Gaming Machine Permit

17
18
18
19
19
20

7
8
9
10

Occasional Use Notices
Temporary Use Notices
Registration of Small Society Lotteries
Travelling Fairs

21
21
21
22

8
9

2
10

APPENDIX 1 APPENDIX 2 APPENDIX 3 -

Responsible Authorities Contact Details
Categories of Gaming Machines
Scheme of Delegation

23
24
26

3
11

GAMBLING ACT 2005
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
EAST LOTHIAN LICENSING BOARD
1

INTRODUCTION

This is the Statement of Principles (the Policy) that East Lothian Licensing Board (the Board) is required to
publish in terms of Section 349(1) of the Gambling Act 2005 (the Act)
The Policy has been prepared having regard to the licensing objectives as detailed in Section 1 of the Act,
the Guidance to Licensing Authorities 4th edition September 2012 (‘the Guidance’) issued by the Gambling
Commission (‘the Commission’) the provisions of the Act itself and subsequent Regulations made under it.
The Policy will come into effect on 31 January 2016 and will remain in place for a maximum period of 3
years to 30 January 2019. The Policy will be reviewed, updated and modified as and when the Board
considers it appropriate and at least every three years.
1.1

Declaration

In adopting the final Policy the Board has had regard to, the licensing objectives of the Act, the
Commission’s Guidance and responses from those persons consulted.
1.2

Geographical Area
Plan showing geographical extent of East Lothian.

East Lothian had an estimated population of 102,0501 in 2014 in an area of 682 square kilometres2. East
Lothian shares borders with the City of Edinburgh, Midlothian and Scottish Borders.
Although the area’s biggest town is Musselburgh which lies on the border with the City of Edinburgh, the
administrative centre of East Lothian is in Haddington.
1
2

The National Records of Scotland Statistics, 2014
The Scottish Office, Scottish Environmental Statistics 1998
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1.3

Scope – Licensing Functions

This Board will make decisions upon applications or notifications made for:
• premises licences
• temporary use notices
• occasional use notices
• permits as required under the Act and
• registrations as required under the Act
This Policy relates to all those licensable premises, notices, permits and registrations identified as falling
within the provisions of the Act, namely:
• casinos
• bingo premises
• betting premises
• tracks
• adult gaming centres
• licensed family entertainment centres
• unlicensed family entertainment centres
• club gaming permits
• prize gaming and prize gaming permits
• occasional use notices
• temporary use notices
• registration of small society lotteries
The Board will not be involved in licensing remote gambling as defined in Section 4 (1) of the Act.
Regulation of this function shall be the responsibility of the Commission.
1.4

The Licensing Objectives

In exercising its functions under the Act the Board must have regard to the licensing objectives set out in
Section 1 of the Act. These are:
1.4.1

Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being associated with crime
or disorder or being used to support crime

The Board will, when determining applications, consider whether the grant of a premises licence will
constitute a potential source of crime or disorder or result in an increase in crime and disorder. It
will also consider whether the grant of a licence may be used to support crime.
The Board agrees with the Commission’s distinction between disorder and nuisance in its
Guidance, being: “disorder is intended to mean activity that is more serious and disruptive than
mere nuisance. Factors to consider in determining whether a disturbance was serious enough to
constitute disorder would include whether police assistance was required and how threatening the
behaviour was to those who could see or hear it.”
In considering premises licence applications, the Board shall take into account the following:
•
•

The design and layout of the premises;
Training given to staff in crime prevention measures appropriate to those premises;
5
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•

•

1.4.2

Physical security features installed in the premises. This may include matters such as the
position of cash registers or the standard of CCTV that is installed; Where premises are
subject to age-restrictions, the procedures in place to conduct age verification checks;
The likelihood of any violence, public order or policing problem occurring if the licence is
granted.
Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way

The Board notes that the Commission has stated in its Guidance that it would not expect licensing
authorities to become concerned with ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way as
this will be a matter for either the management of the gambling business, and therefore subject to
the Operating Licence, or will be in relation to the suitability and actions of an individual and
therefore subject to the Personal Licence. Both of the foregoing are the responsibility of the
Gambling Commission.
However, if the Board suspects that gambling is not being conducted in a fair and open way, the
Board notes in particular the Commission’s comments in its Guidance that the Board ought to bring
this to the attention of the Commission. The Board shall endeavour to do so should said suspicion
arise.
1.4.3

Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by
gambling.

In its Guidance, the Commission states that this objective relates to preventing children from taking
part in gambling and for there to be restrictions on advertising so that gambling products are not
aimed at children or advertised in a way that is particularly attractive to them.
1.4.3.1 Protecting Children
In accordance with its obligation under Section 157 (h) of the Act, the Board has designated the
East & Midlothian Public Protection Committee as the body competent to advise the
Board about the protection of children from harm.
The Board considers this the best body to fulfil this function because its principal function is to
safeguard and promote the interests of children and young persons in East Lothian.
This high level, multi-agency group has the responsibility for the strategic planning and monitoring
of services for the protection of children and young people. It oversees strategic planning and gives
strategic direction to support service planning and the allocation of resources to the protection of
children and young people across East Lothian.
The Board will consult with the East & Midlothian Public Protection Committee on any application
that indicates there may be concerns over access for children or young persons.
The Board will seek to limit the advertising for premises so that gambling products are not aimed at
children or advertised in such a way that makes them particularly attractive to children.
1.4.3.2 Access to Licensed Premises
With limited exceptions, the intention of the Act is that children and young persons should not be
permitted to gamble and should be prevented from entering those gambling premises
which are adult only environments.

6
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Significant weight will be given to all matters relating to the protection of children and young
persons. An applicant for a premises licence must comply explicitly with the Act regarding the
permitted access or exclusion of children and young persons. No children or young person must be
permitted to have access to, close observation of, or an invitation to participate in any gambling
activities. Where the Board determines that there may be a risk of harm to children in relation to
particular premises, it may exclude or limit the access of children to the premises at specific times or
when certain activities are taking place.
In pursuance of this licensing objective, the Board may consider appropriate conditions to attach to
each premises licence on an individual basis. These may include one or more of the following
from this non exhaustive list:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The configuration of the premises;
Supervision of entrances;
The display of clear signage both externally and internally indicating that entrance to the
premises is restricted to those aged 18 years and over;
Clear segregation of gambling and non-gambling areas;
Supervision of access to gambling areas;
Supervision of gambling machines;

1.4.3.3 Vulnerable Persons
The Board notes that the term ‘vulnerable persons’ is not statutorily defined. However, it shall be
assumed that this group includes the following:
•
•
•

people who gamble more than they want to;
people who gamble beyond their means; and
people who may not be able to make an informed or balanced decision about gambling due
to a mental impairment, excessive alcohol consumption or drug taking.

Applicants for premises licences, permits and authorisations will be expected to have an awareness
that for some people gambling activities can present both potential and actual harm.
Applicants will also be required to comply with any Code of Practice and Guidance issued by the
Commission in this regard.
The Board Will consult East & Midlothian Public Protection Committee on any application that
indicates that there may be concerns for vulnerable persons.
The Board shall consider, on a case by case basis, whether any special considerations should
apply in relation to particular premises to ensure the protection of vulnerable persons.
1.5

Responsible Authorities

For the purposes of Section 157 of the Act, the following are Responsible Authorities in relation to
premises:
 The Gambling Commission




The Chief Constable, Police Scotland
The Chief Fire Officer, Scottish Fire and Rescue
East Lothian Council





The Planning Authority
Environmental Health Authority
East & Midlothian Public Protection Committee



H.M. Revenue and Customs
7
15

1.6

Interested Parties

Interested Parties may make representations in writing about licence applications, or apply for a review of
an existing licence. In terms of Section 158 of the Act, an Interested Party is a person who:
a)
b)
c)

lives sufficiently close to the premises to be likely to be affected by the authorised activities,
has business interests that might be affected by the authorised activities, or
represents persons who satisfy paragraph a) or b)

In determining whether a person is an Interested Party in relation to a particular premise, the Board shall
consider each case on its own merits. No uniform rule may attach to the Board’s decision making in this
regard. The Board also notes the examples in the Commission’s Guidance with regards to who may
constitute an Interested Party, such as people who are democratically elected, bodies such as trade unions
and residents’ and tenants’ associations.
1.7

Consultation

In terms of section 349(3) of the Act the Board has consulted the following parties in the preparation of this
Policy:











East Lothian Council
The Gambling Commission
The Chief Constable, Police Scotland
The Chief Fire Officer, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service
All Community Councils in East Lothian
East & Midlothian Public Protection Committee
The Musselburgh Joint Racing Committee, Musselburgh Racecourse
Ladbrokes/William Hill/Scotbet
East Lothian Licensing Forum
HMRC






Mid/East Lothian Drugs & Alcohol Partnership (MELDAP)
Gamblers Anonymous
Area Partnerships
Local M.P.



Local M.S.P.



Local Councillors

2

POLICIES

2.1

Relationship between planning permission, building regulations and granting of a premises
licence.

In determining applications, the Board has a duty to take into consideration all relevant matters and not to
take into consideration any irrelevant matters. Irrelevant matters are those not related to gambling and the
licensing objectives.
The Board notes that, in accordance with Section 210 of the Act, one such irrelevant matter that it cannot
have regard to in determining an application is whether or not a proposal by the applicant is likely to be
permitted in accordance with building or planning law.

8
16

In accordance with the Commission’s Guidance, the Board also notes that, when dealing with a premises
licence application for finished buildings, it shall not take into account whether those buildings have
complied with necessary planning or building consents. Fire or health and safety risks shall also not
form part of the consideration for a premises licence as these issues fall under other statutory regimes.
The Board may, however, consider carefully the impact of planning and/or building control restrictions (if
any) on a licence holder’s ability to comply with any conditions that may attach to the licence.
2.2

Door Supervision

The Board may consider it appropriate to attach a condition to a premises licence requiring door
supervision during opening hours or between specified opening hours.
The Board may also specify the level of door supervision required.
‘Door supervision shall have the meaning ascribed to it in Section 178 of the Gambling Act 2005. As per
paragraph 33 of the Commission’s Guidance, the Board notes that door staff employed by the Operator
who are employed at casino or bingo premises do not require to be licensed by the Security Industry
Authority
In terms of Section 178 of the Act, the Board notes that if a door supervisor is required by the Private
Security Industry Act 2001 to hold a licence under that Act authorising him or her to fulfil their functions
under that Act, then that requirement shall be treated as if it were a condition of the premises licence
by virtue of Section 178.
3

Risk Assessments

3.1

General

The Board is entitled to request such information from operators as it requires to make effective licensing
decisions. Whilst the 2005 Act requires that an application must be accompanied by a minimum level of
information, the Board agrees with the Gambling Commission’s view that this does not preclude reasonable
requests from the Board for additional information to satisfy themselves that their licensing decision is
reasonably consistent with the licensing objectives and the Commission’s codes. That information may
include, for example, a suitable business plan or the operator’s own assessment of risk to the licensing
objectives locally.
The Board welcomes the implementation, from 6 April 2016, of the Social Responsibility Code provision
10.1.1 (which must be followed and has the force of a licence condition) which will require licensees to
assess the local risks to the licensing objectives posed by the provision of gambling facilities at each of
their premises, and have policies, procedures and control measures to mitigate those risks. In undertaking
their risk assessments, they must take into account relevant matters identified in the Board’s Policy.
Licensees will be required to undertake these local risk assessments when applying for a new premises
licence. Their risk assessment must also be updated:
• when applying for a variation of a premises licence
• to take account of significant changes in local circumstances, including those
identified in the Board’s policy statement
• when there are significant changes at a licensee’s premises that may affect their
mitigation of local risks.
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The Board also welcomes the implementation, from 6 April 2016, of the Ordinary Code provision 10.1.2
which encourages licensees to share their risk assessment with the Board’s when applying for a premises
licence or applying for a variation to existing licensed premises, or otherwise at the request of Board. The
Board will expect this provision to be followed unless equally effective alternative arrangements are in
place.
3.2

Locality

This policy statement is the Board’s mandate for managing local Gambling provision and sets out how the
Board views the local risk environment and therefore its expectations in relation to operators with premises
in the locality.
Whilst the Board does not currently have a Local Area Profile as referenced in the Gambling Commission’s
Guidance to Local Authorities, nonetheless its clear priority is to ensure that children and vulnerable
persons are not harmed by gambling. To this end the licensing authority will expect applicants to research
and understand the local environment in which they wish to operate and to demonstrate that they have
effective and robust measures in place to promote this licensing objective and mitigate any risks related to
it. The Board will not hesitate to take appropriate enforcement action where this does not appear to be the
case.
Applicants should note that the Board may develop a Local Area Profile setting out the local issues, local
data, local risks and the expectations that the Board has of operators who either currently offer gambling
facilities or wish to do so in the future.
In the absence of a Local Area Profile when considering applications for premises licences, permits and
other permissions, and when determining whether to review a licence, the Board will consider each
application on its merits and relevant considerations are likely to include the type of gambling proposed and
the proximity of gambling premises to schools and vulnerable adult centres, or to residential areas where
there may be a high concentration of families with children.
An applicant for a premises licence will be expected to demonstrate how it proposes to overcome licensing
objective concerns which the licensing authority will take that into account in its decision making.
4

DECISION MAKING

4.1

General Principles
4.1.1

Every application received shall be dealt with fairly and shall be seen to be dealt with fairly
and shall be considered on its own merits.

4.1.2

In considering an application for a premises licence, no regard shall be had to the expected
demand for the facilities proposed to be provided in the premises for which a premises
licence is sought.

4.1.3

The Board is aware that considerations such as moral or ethical objections to gambling are
not a valid reason to reject applications for premises licences. This is because such
objections do not relate to the licensing objectives. A decision by the Board shall not be
based on a dislike of gambling by any member, nor of a general notion that it is undesirable
to allow gambling premises in an area. This notion may be subject to the invocation of a
Section 166 Resolution.

4.1.4

In determining whether the location of proposed gambling premises is acceptable to the
Board in light of the licensing objectives, the Board shall consider very carefully the proximity
10
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4.1.5

4.1.6

of those proposed premises in relation to the following factors in the following non
exhaustive list:
a)
a school or other educational facility;
b)
a centre for gambling addicts or other vulnerable persons;
c)
a centre for children and young persons and
d)
a residential area with a high concentration of families with children.
The Board shall aim to permit the use of premises for gambling in so far as the Board think
it:
a)
is in accordance with any relevant Code of Practice issued by the
Commission under Section 24 of the Act,
b)
is in accordance with any relevant Guidance issued by the Commission under
Section 25 of the Act,
c)
is reasonably consistent with the licensing objectives (subject to paragraphs
a) and b) above and d) is in accordance with this Policy.
Premises Licences shall be subject to the statutory requirements of the Act and associated
Regulations, as well as mandatory conditions. The Board may exclude default conditions
and attach additional conditions where appropriate.

4.1.7

Premises Licence holders shall comply with relevant Codes of Practice issued by the
Commission and the Commission’s Guidance where relevant. The following may also be of
assistance: ‘The Commission’s ‘Licence Conditions and Codes of Practice’ (‘LCCP’)
February 2015 for further information. This document may be found on the following link:
www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk

4.1.8

The Board shall avoid so far as possible duplication with other regulatory and legislative
regimes.

4.1.9

In the Act, ‘premises’ is defined as including ‘any place’. Section 152 of the Act prevents
more than one premises licence applying to any place. However, the Board notes that the
Commission’s Guidance indicates that the proper application of Section 152 means that
different premises licences cannot apply in respect of single premises at different times.
There is therefore no temporal element to a premises licence. Premises therefore cannot, for
example, be licensed as a bingo club on week days and a betting shop at weekends.

4.1.10 The Board also notes that the Commission’s Guidance indicates that there is no reason in
principle why a single building cannot be subject to more than one premises licence,
provided that those licences are for different parts of the building, and the different parts of
the building can reasonably be regarded as being different premises.
The Board shall also pay particular attention with regard to the sub-division of a single
building or plot to ensure that mandatory conditions relating to access between
these premises are adhered to.
4.1.11 The Board takes note of the Commission’s Guidance that in most cases the expectation will
be that a single building or plot will be the subject of an application for a licence. This does
not, however, mean that the single building or plot cannot be the subject of separate
premises licences for example for the basement and ground floor. However, the Board
agrees with the Commission that areas of a building that are artificially or temporarily
separated (for examples by ropes or moveable partitions) cannot properly be regarded as
different premises.
4.1.12 The Board also agrees with the Commission that whilst different configurations may be
appropriate under different circumstances in determining whether a single building may be
regarded as different premises, the crux of the matter shall be whether the proposed
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premises may be regarded as being genuinely separate premises that merit having their own
licence and are not an artificially created part of what is readily identifiable as a single
premises.
4.1.13 Consideration as to whether different parts of a building may be regarded as being different
premises shall be one of fact and degree and the Board shall determine each case on an
individual, case by case basis.
4.1.14 However, in determining whether two or more proposed premises may be regarded as truly
separate, the Board may consider the following factors from the following non exhaustive list:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

the location of the premises;
whether there is separate registration for business rates in place for the premises;
whether each of the premises may be accessed from the street or a public
passageway
whether the premises may be only accessed from other gambling premises.
whether the premises’ neighbouring premises are owned by the same person or
someone else.

4.1.15 In considering applications for multiple premises licences for a building and those relating to
a discrete part of a building used for other non gambling purposes, the Board shall consider
the following factors from the following non exhaustive list:
a)

b)

c)

4.2

the third licensing objective which seeks to protect children from being harmed by
gambling. This means not only preventing children from taking part in gambling, but
also preventing them from being in close proximity to gambling. Premises should
therefore be configured so that children are not invited to participate in, have
accidental access to, or closely observe gambling where they are prohibited
from participating.
Entrances to and exits from parts of a building covered by one or more premises
licences should be separate and identifiable so that the separation of different
premises is not compromised and people do not ‘drift’ into a gambling area. In this
context it should normally be possible to access the premises without going through
another licensed premises or premises with a permit.
Customers ought to be able to participate in the activity named on the premises
licence. In particular proprietors should not ban individuals solely because they have
placed successful bets.

Scheme of Delegation

In terms of Section 155 of the Act, the Board may arrange for the discharge of some of its functions by a
Committee of the Board, member or members of the Board, the Clerk to the Board or any person appointed
to assist the Clerk.
The Board cannot delegate all of its functions. The scheme of delegation is attached in Appendix 3. The
Board reserves the right, to determine all applications and relevant matters under the Act.
4.3

Licensing Reviews

Section 200 of the Act provides that the Board may review any matter connected to the use made of the
premises if it has reason to suspect that a licensing condition is not being observed, or for any other reason
which gives it cause to believe that a review may be appropriate.
The Board may carry out a review of a premises licence in accordance with Section 197 of the Act where it
has received a formal application for review.
12
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The Board may reject an application for a review under Section 198 if it thinks that the grounds on which
the review is sought:
a)

do not raise an issue relevant to the principles to be applied in accordance with
Section 153 of the Act;
b)
are frivolous;
c)
are vexatious;
d)
will certainly not cause the authority to wish to take action of a kind specified in
Section 202 (1) of the Act;
e)
are substantially the same as the grounds specified in an earlier application under
Section 197 of the Act in respect of the premises licence; or
f)
are substantially the same as representations made under Section 161 of the Act in
relation to the application for the premises licence.
In terms of action following a review, the Board may:
a)
b)
c)
d)
4.4

revoke the licence;
suspend the licence for a specified period not exceeding three months;
exclude a condition attached to the licence under Section 168 of the Act or remove or
amend an exclusion;
Add, remove or amend a condition under Section 169 of the Act.

Enforcement

In exercising its functions under Part 15 of the Act with regard to the inspection of premises, the Board shall
be guided by the Commission’s Guidance and its approach shall endeavour to be:
•
•
•
•
•

proportionate – regulators should only intervene when necessary: remedies should be
appropriate to the risk posed, and costs identified and minimised
accountable – regulators must be able to justify decisions, and be subject to public scrutiny
consistent –rules and standards must be joined up and implemented fairly
transparent – regulators should be open, and keep regulations simple and user friendly
targeted – regulation should be focused on the problem, and minimise side effects.

The Board shall adopt a local risk based approach whereby the main determinant shall be the risk posed to
the three licensing objectives by premises. A risk based inspection programme shall also be implemented
whereby premises will be subject to a scheme of routine inspection, the frequency of which will be
determined by the risk posed by the premises.
Those premises considered to pose a greater risk will be subject to more frequent inspections than those
that are considered to pose a lower risk.
When determining risk, consideration will be given to:
•
•
•
•

the nature of the gambling activities carried out on the premises
the location of the premises in relation to schools, vulnerable adult centres or residential
areas where there may be high concentrations of families with children.
the number of complaints received (if any) in relation to particular premises
the procedures put in place by management of the premises to ensure compliance with the
licensing objectives

In determining whether to undertake an inspection of premises, the Board or delegated officer shall
determine each case on its own merits.
13
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The Board notes that its main enforcement and compliance role in terms of the Act is to ensure compliance
with premises licences and associated conditions and other issues relating to the premises themselves.
The Board in particular notes that the enforcement body for personal and operating licences is the
Commission.
4.5

Exchange of Information

If so required by the Commission under Section 29 of the Act, the Board shall exchange any information it
receives through the application process with the Commission and other regulatory bodies in accordance
with its obligations and functions under the Act. The Board notes that said information must form part of its
register and must be in its possession prior to disclosure. This obligation is also subject to data protection
and freedom of information legislation.
The Board shall maintain a register of all premises licences and permits issued by it and shall ensure that
this register is available for public inspection at all reasonable times.
4.6

Complaints against Licensed Premises

The Board may investigate complaints against licensed premises in relation to matters relating to the
licensing objectives
Any complaints received in relation to particular premises or a class of premises may affect the general risk
rating of those premises. Complaints received by the Board in relation to particular or a class of premises
may also initiate the Board’s right of review under Section 200 of the Act.
5

LICENSABLE PREMISES

5.1

Provisional Statements

In terms of Section 204 of the Act, a person may make an application for a provisional statement in respect
of premises that:
•
they expect to be constructed;
•
they expect to be altered, or
•
they expect to acquire a right to occupy.
The Board notes the Commission’s Guidance which states that:
‘Developers may wish to apply for provisional statements before they enter into a contract to buy or
lease property or land to judge whether a development is worth taking forward in light of the need to
obtain a premises licence’
Whilst applicants for a premises licence must fulfil certain criteria, these restrictions do not apply to
applicants for provisional statements. An applicant for a provisional statement does not require to hold an
operating licence nor do they need to have acquired a right to occupy the premises to which the
application relates.
If a provisional statement is granted by the Board, the Board is aware that it is constrained in the matters it
may consider when an application for a premises licence is subsequently made in relation to the same
premises. In terms of any representations made in relation to the application for the premises licence, the
Board shall disregard said representations unless it thinks that those representations:
•

address matters that could not have been addressed in representations in relation to the
application for the provisional statement, or
14
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•
reflect a change in the applicant’s circumstances.
In considering an application for a provisional statement, the Board shall not have regard to whether or not
a proposal by the applicant is likely to be permitted in accordance with planning or building law.
The Board may refuse the premises licence application (or grant it on terms or conditions not included in
the provisional statement), only by reference to matters:
•
•
•

which could not have been addressed in representations at the provisional statement stage
which, in the Board’s opinion, reflect a change in the operator’s circumstances
where the premises has not been constructed in accordance with the plan and information
submitted with the provisional statement application.

In determining whether premises have been constructed in accordance with the plan, the Board notes that
the Commission in its Guidance advises that there must be a substantial change to the plan. In this regard,
the Board will endeavour to discuss any concerns that it has with the applicant before making a decision.
5.2

Casino Premises

In terms of Section 166 of the Act, currently the Board has no resolution prohibiting the issue of casino
licences in the Board’s area. The Board reserves its right to review this at any time in the future and shall
update this Policy as appropriate.
5.3

Bingo Premises

The Board notes that there is no statutory definition of ‘bingo’ in terms of the Act other than it means ‘any
version of the game irrespective of by what means it is described’. A bingo premises licence holder may
generally be able to offer any type of bingo game, whether it be cash bingo or prize bingo.
The Board notes that it will need to satisfy itself that bingo can be played in any bingo premises for which it
issues a premises licence. This shall be a relevant consideration where the operator of an existing bingo
premises applies to vary their licence to exclude an area of the existing premises from its ambit and then
applies for a new premises licence, or multiple licences, for that or those excluded areas.
The Board also notes the Commission’s Guidance at paragraph 18.8 with regard to the unusual
circumstance whereby an existing bingo premises covered by one premises licence applies to vary the
licence to split the premises into one or more separate licensed premises. The Board notes the
Commission’s position that it is not permissible to locate 16 category B3 gaming machines in one of the
resulting premise with none in the other one, as the maximum entitlement of eight gaming machines for that
premises would be exceeded. A maximum of eight gaming machines in category B3 or B4 shall therefore
be permitted in each resulting premise.
Children and young persons are permitted into bingo premises; however they are not permitted to
participate in the bingo and if category B or C machines are made available for use these must be
separated from areas where children and young people are permitted.
In accordance with the licensing objective ‘protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being
harmed or exploited by gambling’, the Board may require an applicant to prove that sufficient measures are
in place to prevent children, young persons and vulnerable persons from having access to Category B and
C machines.
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5.4

Betting Premises

The Act contains a single class of licence for betting premises. However, within this single class of licence
there are different types of premises which require licensing. This part of the Policy alludes to betting that
takes place other than at a track (previously known as a licensed betting office).
No children and young persons (those under 18 years of age) shall be allowed entry to premises with a
betting premises licence at any time. Special rules apply to tracks.
5.5

Tracks

Tracks are premises which include horse racecourses, dog tracks or other tracks where sporting events
may take place. The Act does not define what may constitute a sporting event or race and the Board notes
the Commission’s comment in its Guidance that the Board may determine what constitutes such on a case
by case basis.
A track premises licence permits the premises to be used for the provision of facilities for betting. If the
licence holder wishes to provide a casino, bingo or other type of gambling on the track, a separate
premises licence will be required. Tracks may therefore be subject to more than one premises licence.
If the Operator wishes to use the premises temporarily for gambling and there is no premises licence in
effect, the Board may issue a temporary use notice.
Where there is betting on a track on eight days or less in a calendar year, an occasional use notice may be
issued by the Board to permit betting on the premises.
An applicant for a premises licence need not hold an operating licence as the betting that is provided on the
track is provided by third party operators. Third party operators require to hold an operating licence issued
by the Commission. However, each individual operator coming onto the track on race days does not
require to hold a premises licence as they are covered by the premises licence held by the track premises
licence holder.
As children and young persons are allowed to be present on a track whilst betting is taking place, the Board
will consider carefully, before issuing additional premises licences for a track, any potential impact an
accumulation of premises licences may have on the third licensing objective.
An applicant for a track premises licence requires to submit detailed plans of the premises to the Board.
Whilst the Board agrees with the Commission in its Guidance that it is sometimes difficult to define the
precise location of betting areas on tracks, the Board shall require the following from an applicant:
a detailed plan defining the site, any area to be used for temporary “oncourse” betting facilities and,
in the case of dog tracks and horse racecourses, any mobile pool betting facilities as well as any
other proposed gambling facilities.
In determining whether a track is fit for the provision of gambling facilities, the Board notes the general
principles for consideration as per the Commission’s Guidance. Whilst each application may be considered
on a case by case basis, the Board shall require each applicant to demonstrate that they have measures in
place to safeguard the achievement of all three licensing objectives.
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5.6

Adult Gaming Centres

An Adult Gaming Centre premises licence authorises the licence holder to make available for use a number
of category B gaming machines not exceeding 20% of the total number of gaming machines which are
available for use on the premises and any number of category C or D machines.
Premises in existence before 13 July 2011 are entitled to make available four category B gaming machines,
or 20% of the total number of gaming machines, whichever is the greater. The holder of an adult gaming
centre premises licence granted on or after 13 July 2011 but before 1 April 2014 is entitled to make
available a maximum of four category B gaming machines or 20% of the total number of gaming machines,
whichever is the greater; from 1 April 2014 these premises will be entitled to 20% of the total number of
gaming machines only. Regulations specify that the category B machines should be restricted to subcategory B3 and B4 machines.
For further information on categorisation of machines, see Appendix 2.
Where two separate Adult Gaming Centres have been created adjacent to each other by splitting preexisting premises, it is not permissible to locate eight category B3 machines in one of the resulting
premises with none in the other one as the gaming machine entitlement for that premises would be
exceeded.
No persons under the age of 18 years shall be permitted to enter an Adult Gaming Centre. The Board shall
have particular regard to the location of, and entry to, an Adult Gaming Centre to ensure that opportunities
for children to have access are minimised. In this regard the Board will expect applicants to offer their own
measures to promote, in particular, the third licensing objective.
Examples of appropriate measure or licence conditions that may be attached to protect children and young
persons are;
•
proof of age scheme;
•
the provision of CCTV;
•
supervision of entrances;
•
physical security measures on the premises;
•
physical separation of areas;
•
self-exclusion schemes;
•
the display of notices and signage
•
members of staff appropriately trained;
5.7

Licensed Family Entertainment Centres

A Licensed Family Entertainment Centre is a premises for which a licence is granted to provide any number
of category C and D gaming machines. Whilst persons under 18 years of age are permitted entry to the
premises, no persons under 18 years of age may be permitted access to those areas of the premises
where category C gaming machines are situated. The Board shall require that category C machines be
situated in a separate area to ensure the segregation and supervision of machines that may only be played
by those over 18 years of age. For categorisation of gaming machines, see Appendix 2.
6

PERMITS

The Act provides that a licensing authority may prepare a statement of principles that it proposes to apply
when exercising its functions in considering applications for permits. In particular, this statement may
specify matters that the licensing authority proposes to consider in determining the suitability of an
applicant for a permit. This power is also mirrored in the Commission’s Guidance.
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Subject to the above considerations, the Board currently have not adopted any further statement of
Principles. Should it do so at any time in the future, the Board shall update this Policy as appropriate.
6.1

Unlicensed Family Entertainment Centre Gaming Machine Permits

Where a premises does not hold a premises licence but wishes to provide gaming machines, it may apply
to the Board for a Gaming Machine permit. The applicant must show that the premises will be wholly or
mainly used for making gaming machines available for use.
Unlicensed Family Entertainment Centres are able to offer only category D machines in reliance on a
gaming machine permit. Any number of category D machines can be made available with such a permit,
subject to other considerations such as fire regulations and health and safety. Permits cannot be issued in
respect of vessels or vehicles.
The Board may not refuse an application unless it has notified the applicant of the intention to refuse and
the reasons for it, and given the applicant an opportunity to make representations orally or in writing or
both.
The Board may also only grant an application for a permit if it is satisfied that the applicant intends to use
the premises as an unlicensed family entertainment centre and the Board has consulted the Chief
Constable on the application. The Board notes that it may grant or refuse a permit but cannot attach
conditions.
The Board notes in particular the Commission’s suggestion in its Guidance that, given that these premises
may appeal to young persons and children in particular, the Board may wish to give weight to matters
relating to child protection issues when determining the suitability of an applicant. In this regard, the Board
may consider asking applicants to demonstrate:
•
•
•
•

the suitability of the applicant;
that s/he has no relevant offences as per Schedule 7 of the Act;
the s/he has a full understanding of the maximum stakes and prizes permissible;
evidence that employees are appropriately trained and have a full understanding of the
maximum stakes and prizes permissible;
• evidence that there are appropriate policy and procedures in place to protect children and young
persons from harm;
The Board will give significant weight to all issues relating to the protection of children and young persons
in pursuance of the third licensing objective.
6.2.

Club Gaming Permit

A Club Gaming Permit authorises Members’ Clubs (but not Commercial Clubs as defined in the Act) to
provide, subject to certain restrictions, no more than 3 gaming machines of categories B, C or D, equal
chance gaming and other games of chance as prescribed in regulations (see Appendix 2 for machine
categorisation).
The Club Gaming Permit also allows a Club to provide facilities for gambling provided the gambling meets
a number of conditions. The Board may grant or refuse a permit. The Board may refuse an application for
a permit only on one or more of the following statutory grounds:
•
that the applicant is not, in the case of an application for a club gaming permit, a members’
club or a miners’ welfare institute, or
•
that the applicant is not, in the case of an application for a club machine permit, a members’
club, a commercial club or a miners’ welfare institute;
18
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•
•
•
•

that the applicant’s premises are used wholly or mainly by persons under the age of
eighteen;
that an offence or a breach of a condition of a permit has been committed in the course of
gaming activities carried on by the applicant;
that a permit held by the applicant has been cancelled in the last ten years ending with the
date of the application; or
an objection to the application has been made by the Gambling Commission and/or the
Chief Constable.

Whilst the Board cannot attach any conditions to a Club Gaming Permit, The Code of Practice on Gaming
Machine Permits (available from www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk ) sets out conditions that attach to both
gaming permits and club machine permits. This document also contains best practice guidelines that the
Commission considers should be implemented by permit holders. The Board shall expect all permit holders
to adhere to both the conditions specified in the Code of Practice and to follow the best practice guidelines
in that document.
By virtue of Section 273 of the Act, a club gaming permit shall be subject to the condition that no child or
young person may use a category B or C gaming machine on the club’s or institute’s premises and the
holder shall comply with any relevant provision of a Code of Practice under Section 24 of the Act about
the location and operation of a gaming machine.
6.3

Club Machine Permit

If a Members’ Club does not wish to have the full range of facilities permitted by a club gaming permit or if
they are a commercial club not permitted to provide non-machine gaming, they may apply to the Board for
a club machine permit.
A club machine permit allows the holder to have up to 3 gaming machines of categories B3A, B4, C and D)
(see Appendix 2 for machine categorisation). The Board may grant or refuse a permit, but it may not attach
any conditions.
However, by virtue of Section 273 of the Act, a club machine permit shall be subject to the condition that no
child or young person may use a category B or C gaming machine on the club’s or institute’s premises and
the holder shall comply with any relevant provision of a Code of Practice under Section 24 of the Act about
the location and operation of a gaming machine.
The Board shall expect all permit holders to adhere to both the conditions specified in the Code of Practice
on Gaming Machine Permits (available from www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk) and to follow the best
practice guidelines in that document.
The Board may only refuse an application on the same grounds as a club gaming permit (see paragraph
5.2 above).
6.4

Prize Gaming Permit

Section 288 defines gaming as prize gaming if the nature and size of the prize is not determined by the
number of people playing or the amount paid for or raised by the gaming.
A prize gaming permit is a permit issued by the Board authorising a person to provide facilities for gaming
with prizes on specified premises.
However, Section 293 of the Act sets out four conditions with which permit holders must comply to lawfully
offer prize gaming. These are:
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•

the limits on participation fees, as set out in The Gambling Act 2005 (Limits on Prize Gaming)
Regulations 2007
• all chances to participate in the gaming must be allocated on the premises on which the gaming
is taking place and on one day; the game must be played and completed on the day the
chances are allocated; and the result of the game must be made public in the premises on the
day that it is played
• the prize for which the game is played must not exceed the amount set out in The Gambling Act
2005 (Limits on Prize Gaming) Regulations 2007 (if a money prize), or the prescribed value (if a
non-monetary prize)
• participation in the gaming must not entitle the player to take part in any other gambling
The Board may grant a permit only if it has consulted the Chief Constable about the application.
The Board may not refuse an application unless it has notified the applicant of the intention to refuse and
the reasons for it, and given the applicant an opportunity to make representations orally or in writing or
both.
6.5

Alcohol Licensed Premises – Gaming Machine Permit

On written notification to the Board, premises licensed to sell alcohol for consumption on the premises have
an automatic entitlement to 2 gaming machines of category C or D under Section 282 of the Act. (see
appendix 2 for machine categorisation)
The Board has no discretion to consider the notification or refuse it. However, upon the giving of at least 21
days’ notice to the licensee, the Board may remove this automatic entitlement if it thinks that:
•
•

•
•

provision of the machines is not reasonably consistent with the pursuit of the licensing objectives
gaming has taken place on the premises that breaches a condition of Section 282 of the Act –
for example, the gaming machines have been made available in a way that does not comply
with requirements on the location and operation of gaming machines
the premises are mainly used for gaming
an offence under the Gambling Act 2005 has been committed on the premises

An Alcohol Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit is required if more than 2 gaming machines are
sought. The issue of such a permit will replace and not be in addition to the automatic entitlement to 2
gaming machines. The Board may issue licensed premises gaming machine permits for any number
of category C or D machines.
The Board shall expect all permit holders to adhere to both the conditions specified in the Code of Practice
on Gaming Machine Permits (available from www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk ) and to follow the best
practice guidelines in that document.
The Board will specify the form and manner in which an application must be made, and will specify the
information and supporting documents required. These may include:
•
•

a plan showing the location and category of gaming machine being sought; and
evidence of measures in place to prevent persons under the age of eighteen years from using
any category of gaming machine The Board may decide to grant an application with a smaller
number of machines and/or a different category of machine but cannot attach any other
conditions.
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7

OCCASIONAL USE NOTICES

Where there is betting on a track on eight days or less in a calendar year betting may be permitted by an
occasional use notice without the need for a full premises licence. The calendar year will commence on 1
January.
In considering an application for an occasional use notice the Board will consider the definition of a ‘track’
and whether the applicant is permitted to avail him/herself of the notice A notice must be given in writing to
the Board and be copied to the Chief Constable. The notice must be given only by a person who is
responsible for the administration of events on the track, or by an occupier of the track. The notice must
specify the day on which it has effect, and may be given in relation to consecutive days providing the
overall statutory limit of 8 days is not exceeded in a calendar year.
The Board shall maintain a record of the number of notices served in relation to each track in a calendar
year to ensure that the statutory limit of 8 days is not exceeded.
8

TEMPORARY USE NOTICES

Temporary use notices allow the use of premises for gambling where there is no premises licence but
where a gambling operator wishes to use the premises temporarily for providing facilities for gambling.
Premises that may be suitable for a temporary use notice could include hotels, conference centres and
sporting venues.
A Temporary Use Notice may only be granted to a person or company holding a relevant operating licence.
A set of premises may not be the subject of a Temporary Use Notice for more than 21 days in a period of
12 months but may be the subject of several notices provided that the total does not exceed 21 days. In
determining what may constitute a set of premises for the purposes of a Temporary Use Notice, the Board
notes the Commission’s Guidance that this will be a question of fact in the particular circumstances of each
notice that is given. In considering whether a place falls within the definition of a set of premises, the Board
shall look at, amongst other things, the ownership/occupation and control of the premises.
An application for a Temporary Use Notice must be submitted to the Board not less than 3 months and one
day before the day on which the gambling event will begin.
In addition a copy of the notice must also be served on:
•
•
•

The Gambling Commission
The Chief Constable
H M Revenue and Customs

The person who is giving the temporary use notice must ensure that the notice and the copies are with the
recipients within seven days of the date of the notice. Each application for the grant of a Temporary Use
Notice will be considered and determined on its individual merits.
9

REGISTRATION OF SMALL SOCIETY LOTTERIES

Small society lotteries are non-commercial societies which are established and conducted:
•
•
•

for charitable purposes
for the purpose of enabling or participation in, or supporting., sport, athletics or a cultural activity;
or
for any other non-commercial purpose other than private gain.
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Small Society Lotteries whose principal office is located within the East Lothian area require to register with
the Board.
All applications for registration must be made in the form specified by Scottish Ministers, and accompanied
by all necessary documents specified by Scottish Ministers or required by the Board.
When considering an application for registration the Board may request further information from an
applicant such as:
•
•
•
•

evidence that the application is on behalf of a bona fide non-commercial society (e.g.: a copy of
the terms and conditions of the non-commercial society’s constitution);
evidence that all persons to be connected with the promotion of the lottery have no relevant
convictions or cautions recorded against them;
details of the purpose of the Society and the purpose of the fund raising;
confirmation of the appointment of two members of the society who have the authority to sign
and complete the required financial returns.

If the Board is intending to refuse an application to join the register the applicant will be notified in writing of
the reasons why it is considering refusal, and the evidence on which it has based that preliminary
conclusion. The applicant will then be given the opportunity to provide further evidence in support of the
application or to make representations regarding these matters.
10

TRAVELLING FAIRS

Travelling Fairs wholly or principally provide amusements and must be on a site that has been used for
fairs for no more than 27 days per calendar year. The Board will consider whether the applicant falls within
the statutory definition of a travelling fair and that the facilities for gambling amount to no more than an
ancillary amusement. The Board will monitor and keep a record of the number of days a piece of land is
used as a fair to ensure the maximum statutory 27 days is not exceeded in a calendar year.
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Appendix One – Responsible Authorities Contact Details.



The Gambling Commission, Victoria Square House, Victoria Square, Birmingham,
B2 4BP



The Chief Constable, Police Scotland, Fettes Avenue, Edinburgh, EH4 1AQ



The Chief Fire Officer, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, Lauriston Place,
Edinburgh, EH3 9DE



East & Midlothian Public Protection Committee, East Lothian Council, F28-29
Brunton Hall, Ladywell Way, Musselburgh, EH21 6AP



East Lothian Council as a council constituted under the Local Government etc
(Scotland) Act 1994, John Muir House, Haddington, EH41 3HA



East Lothian Council as Planning Authority, John Muir House, Haddington, EH41
3HA



East Lothian Council as Environmental Health Authority, John Muir House,
Haddington, EH41 3HA



H.M. Revenue and Customs, National Registration Unit, Portcullis House, 21 India
Street, Glasgow, G2 4PZ
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Appendix Two – Categories of Gaming Machines
The Gambling Act 2005 introduces new classes of gaming machines, as shown in figure 1 below.
Fig.1
Machine category

Maximum stake (from June
2009)

Maximum prize (from June
2009)

A

Unlimited

Unlimited

B1

£2

£4,000

B2

£100 (in multiples of £10)

£500

B3

£1

£500

B3A

£1

£500

B4

£1

£250

C

£1

£70

D non-money prize (other
than crane grab machine)

30p

£8

D non-money prize (crane
grab machine)

£1

£50

D money prize

10p

£5

D combined money and
non-money prize (other
than coin pusher or penny
falls machines)

10p

£8 (of which no more than £5
may be a money prize)

D combined money and
non-money prize (coin
pusher or penny falls
machine)

10p

£15 (of which no more than
£8 may be a money prize)
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Number and Category of Gaming Machines Allowed
Premises Type

Permissions

Large Casino

Maximum of 150 machines. Any

(table/machine ratio of 5-1 up to
maximum)

combination of machines in categories

Small Casino
(table/machine ratio of 2-1 up to
maximum)
Pre 2005 Act Casinos
(no table/machine ratio)
Betting premises and tracks occupied
by

B to D, (except B3A machines) within the total limit of 150 (subject to table
ratio)
Maximum of 80 machines. Any combination of machines in categories B to
D, (except B3A machines) within the total limit of 80 (subject to table ratio)

Maximum of 20 machines, categories B to D or C or D (except B3A
machines) machines instead
Maximum of 4 machines, categories B2 to D

Pool Betting
Bingo Premieses

Maximum of 20% of the total number of gaming machines which are
available for use on the premises, categories B3 or B4.** No limit on C or D
machines

Adult Gaming Centre

Maximum of 20% of the total number of gaming machines which are
available for use on the premises,, categories B3 or B4.** No limit on C or D
machines

Family Entertainment Centre (with
premise licence)

No limit on category C or D machines

Family Entertainment Centre (with
permit)

No limit on category D machines

Clubs or Miners' Institutes with
permits

Maximim of 3 machines in categories B3A or B4 to D *

Qualifying Alcohol Licensed Premises

1 or 2 machines of category C or D automatic upon notification

Qualifying Alcohol Licensed Premises
with Gaming Machine Permits

Number of category C-D machines are specified on permit.

Travelling Fair

No limit on category D Machines

*It should be noted that members’ clubs and miners’ welfare institutes are entitled to site a total of three
machines in Categories B3A to D but only one B3A machine can be sited as part of this entitlement.
Commercial clubs are entitled to a total of three machines in Categories B4 to D
** Adult gaming centre and bingo premises are entitled to make available a number category B gaming
machines not exceeding 20% of the total number of gaming machines which are available for use on the
premises . Premises in existence before 13 July 2011 are entitled to make available four (adult gaming
centre) or eight (bingo premises) category B gaming machines or 20% of the total number of gaming
machines, whichever is the greater. Adult gaming centre premises and bingo premises licences granted on
or after 13 July 2011 but before 1 April 2014 are entitled to a maximum of four or eight category B gaming
machines or 20% of the total number of gaming machines, whichever is the greater; from 1 April 2014
these premises will be entitled to 20% of the total number of gaming machines only.
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APPENDIX 3
SCHEME OF DELEGATION
1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This scheme of delegation sets out the powers under the Gambling Act 2005 delegated by East
Lothian Licensing Board to the Clerk and Depute Clerk.

1.2

In any particular case where powers are delegated to an officer under this scheme of delegation, if it
appears to them that it is appropriate for the power to be exercised by the Board itself then they
shall be entitled to refer the case to the Board for the exercise of the power.

2.0

POWERS DELEGATED UNDER THE GAMBLING ACT 2005

2.1

The following powers are delegated to and exercisable by the Clerk or Depute
Clerk:

Determining an application premises licence application where no objection or
representation has been received.



Determining an application for the transfer of a premises licence where no objection or
representation has been received.



Determining an application for a variation of a Premises Licence where no objection or
representation has been received.



Determining an application for a Provisional Statement where no objection or representation
has been received.



Decision as to whether or not a request for a review can be rejected in terms of the
regulations.



Determining a Gaming Machine Permit in premises that hold an alcohol licence where no
objection or representation has been received.



Determining a Family Entertainment Centre Gaming Machine Permit where no objection or
representation has been received
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Appendix 2

EAST LOTHIAN LICENSING BOARD

Consultation on
Statement of Principles 2016 – 2019
(The Gambling Act 2005)

Consultation Questionnaire
Guidance:
The Board must revise a Statement of Principles every three years under the Gambling Act 2005.
Enclosed is the draft Statement of Principles 2016-2019 along with a questionnaire if you wish to
respond. In particular please have regard to section 3 Risk Assessments that is a new requirement.
When providing your responses and suggestions please provide reasons and justifications for your
proposals along with any supporting information you might have.
It would be preferred if consultees would use an electronic copy of this Consultation Questionnaire
to record their consultation response. An electronic copy of the Questionnaire can be accessed on
East Lothian Council’s consultation hub at: www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk
If however you wish to submit your consultation response in paper form, please post it to:Kirstie MacNeill
Clerk
East Lothian Licensing Board
John Muir House
Haddington
EH41 3HA
Consultation responses should be submitted by no later than 24th November 2015
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Q1. Crime or disorder
Are there any amendments or additions you consider the Board should make that would help to
prevent and/or reduce gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being associated with crime
or disorder or being used to support crime ?
Response

Q2. Fairness and Openness
Are there any amendments or additions you consider that the Board should make that would helpto
ensure that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way ?
Response

Q3. Protection of children and other vulnerable persons
Are there any amendments or additions you consider the Board should make that would help to
protect children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by gambling?
Response
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Q4. Nuisance associated with premises licensed under the Gambling Act
Are there any amendments or additions that might, in your opinion, limit or control nuisance?
Response

Q5. Are there any other amendments or additions that you would like to be included in the new
Statement of Principles 2013 – 2016 under the Gambling Act 2005 ?
Response

__
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