
 

 
 
REPORT TO: Education Committee 
 
MEETING DATE: 21 March 2017 
 
BY:   Depute Chief Executive (Resources and People Services) 
 
SUBJECT: Follow Through Inspection of Dirleton Primary School by 

Education Scotland  
  
 
1 PURPOSE 

1.1 To report to Committee on the follow through inspection of Dirleton 
Primary School by Education Scotland who indicated in its previous letter 
to parents of 15 January 2016 that there would be a return visit to the 
school within twelve months of the publication.  This took place on 6 and 
7 December 2016.  

 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 The Committee is asked to: - 

(i) Note the content of the Education Scotland’s letter to parents 
dated 14 February 2017 (Appendix 1). 

(ii) Congratulate the Head Teacher and staff on the progress that has 
been made since the previous visit by Education Scotland in 
September 2015.  

 

3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 Education Scotland has published two reports on Dirleton Primary School: 
in January 2015, and now most recently in February 2017. 

3.2  The letter to parents dated 14 February 2017 noted a number of areas of 
 improvement since the previous visit, including:  

 improved consistency in curriculum planning;  
 improved sharing of information when children move from one stage 

to the next for the start of the school year; and 
 Improved pace of learning, with challenge for the highest attaining 

children achieved through well-judged group activities.  
 

3.3 The reported noted that “the ongoing development of curriculum planning, 
 partnerships with parents and how children build on their skills over time 
 is leading to better progress overall”, and that was most noticeable in 



 numeracy and literacy. Teachers were complimented on the use of 
 interesting and real life contexts for children to develop their numeracy 
 and literacy skills, and their “very good use” of the school’s locality as a 
 unique feature for learning, which had helped children to develop a sense 
 of pride in their school and their achievements. 
 
3.4 Overall, the inspection team is satisfied with the pace of change and the 
 positive impacts evidenced through the professionalism of teachers, the 
 improved curriculum and positive learning experiences for children.  The 
 inspection team are confident that the school has the capacity to 
 continue to improve but more time is needed to evidence this more fully.  
 Council Officers will continue to support the school and report progress to 
 the Area Lead Officer at Education Scotland within twelve months of this 
 inspection.    

 

4  POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 None 

 

5  INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1  The subject of this report does not affect the wellbeing of the community 
 or have a significant impact on equality, the environment or economy. 

 

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial - None 

6.2 Personnel  - None 

6.3 Other - None 

 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

7.1 Education Scotland letter to parents of Dirleton Primary School dated 14 
February 2017 (Appendix 1). 
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