
Liquor licensing statistics (Scotland): 2016-17

SCOTLAND Aberdeen City Aberdeenshire Angus Argyll & Bute Clackmannanshire
Dumfries & 

Galloway Dundee City East Ayrshire
East 

Dunbartonshire East Lothian
East 

Renfrewshire
City of 

Edinburgh Falkirk Fife Glasgow City Highland Inverclyde

Premises licences

Licences in force on 31 March 2017 16,678 658 634 338 586 138 618 432 327 183 278 171 1,979 353 1,023 1,900 1,203 207 

(a) on sale licence (1) 11,587 458 425 253 433 89 463 311 201 113 189 113 1,435 214 678 1,353 887 131 

(b) off sale licence only 5,091 200 209 85 153 49 155 121 126 70 89 58 544 139 345 547 316 76 

Applications received during 2016-17

(a) on sale (2) 257 14 11 4 9 1 5 14 2 2 6 2 33 5 8 45 30 1 

(b) off sale only 180 9 9 3 4 1 3 13 3  - 1 8 21 5 17 18 10 2 

Applications refused under section 23 during 2016-17 14 1 1  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 1  - 3  -  - 

Applications granted under section 23 during 2016-17 396 21 21 7 13 2 9 22 6 4 6 9 54 7 26 39 39 3 

Applications for review of premises licence under sections 36 and 37 
resulting in :

(a) written warning 20 1  -  - 1 1 1  - 1  - 1  - 1 1 5 1  - 2 

(b) variation 19 9  -  -  -  - 1  - 1  - 1  - 2 1  - 1  -  - 

(c) suspension 38  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 1  -  - 23  - 2 2  -  - 

(d) revocation 85 2  -  -  -  -  -  - 2 1  -  - 40  - 10 1 2 2 

(e) no action 81 22  -  - 1  - 1  - 6  - 1  - 4  - 7 14  - 2 

Number of occasional licences granted during 2016-17 23,619 295 1,295 596 865 276 876 803 807 165 484 179 2,568 333 929 3,021 1,472 255 

Personal licences

Licences in force on 31 March 2017 56,236 2,651 2,300 885 1,557 465 1,501 1,405 1,212 669 930 654 7,566 1,331 3,161 7,166 3,459 556 

Applications under section 72 during 2016-17

(a) refused 21 1 1  - 1  -  - 1  -  - 1  - 11  -  -  - 1  - 

(b) granted 6,268 375 295 86 190 43 158 176 152 64 111 77 1,003 141 322 792 391 65 

Proceedings taken under section 83 (notice of conviction) resulting in :

(a) endorsement 9  -  -  -  -  - 1 1 1  - 1  - 1  -  -  -  -  - 

(b) suspension 1  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(c) revocation 4 1  -  - 1  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 1  - 

(d) no action 7  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 7  -  -  -  -  - 

Proceedings taken under section 84 (conduct inconsistent with 
licensing objectives) resulting in :

(a) endorsement 10  -  -  -  - 1 2  - 2 2 1  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(b) suspension 1  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(c) revocation 6  -  -  -  -  - 1  -  -  -  -  - 3  -  - 1  -  - 

(d) no action 4  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 2  -  -  - 

Proceedings under section 86 (multiple endorsements) resulting in :

(a) endorsement  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(b) suspension 1  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(c) revocation  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(d) no action  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Revocations during 2016-17 of personal licences under section 87(3) 
(failure to provide evidence of having undertaken refresher training) 4,280 239 161 51 98 32 73 101 78 22 67  - 567 89 188 1,231 223 27 

Staff employed at 31 March 2017
Number (full-time equivalent) of licensing standards officers 
employed 57.0 2.0 4.0 1.0 2.0 1.0 2.9 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.0 1.0 7.0 1.0 4.0 4.0 2.0 1.0 

 
Source:  Annual returns submitted by local authority licensing boards to Scottish Government, Justice Analytical Services 
 
Notes:  This information is derived from live management information systems. While the figures are subject to quality assurance processes as far as is possible, they will be subject to the types of errors inherent in any such system and 
may be subject to on-going revision. 
 
Symbols used in this table:  -  nil 
 
1.  The on sale licence category includes licences which allowed for both on sale transactions and off sale transactions. 
2.  The on sale category includes applications received which covered both on sale and off sale. 
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212 321 104 399 717 109 593 434 456 151 415 705 404 237 393 

143 228 64 275 414 71 447 298 359 105 293 471 290 148 235 

69 93 40 124 303 38 146 136 97 46 122 234 114 89 158 

1 2 7 13 5  - 6 3 5 2 4 3 5 4 5 

2 2  - 3 12 2 3 4 4  - 1 2 7 3 8 

 -  -  - 3 3  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 2  - 
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206 395 193 956 827 204 998 487 1,311 119 732 789 635 210 338 

1,124 1,133 288 1,606 2,217 347 1,673 1,302 1,106 386 1,922 2,492 1,102 784 1,286 

 -  -  -  - 1  - 2  -  -  -  - 1  -  -  - 
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 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 - 1 8 91 113 14 105 88 79 22 161 183 61 46 61 

1.0 0.4 1.0 1.0 2.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.2 1.5 2.0 1.0 2.0 1.0 

 
Source:  Annual returns submitted by local authority licensing boards to Scottish Government, Justice Analytical Services 
 
Notes:  This information is derived from live management information systems. While the figures are subject to quality assurance processes as far as is possible, they will be subject to the types of errors inherent in any such system and may be 
subject to on-going revision. 
 
Symbols used in this table:  -  nil 
 
1.  The on sale licence category includes licences which allowed for both on sale transactions and off sale transactions. 
2.  The on sale category includes applications received which covered both on sale and off sale. 
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