
























































Report from Roads Services re. application from The Green, Haddington, for an Occasional Licence 
 
 
Good morning Kirstie, 
I have spoken to Laura as well and she has confirmed that they will have an extra member of staff 
that will escort customers across the road when required, in which case we would be more assured 
that this will be done as safe as possible. 
 
Regards, 
 
Eleni Gigourtaki 
Senior Roads Officer 
 
East Lothian Council | Road Services | Infrastructure | Partnerships & Community Services 
John Muir House | Haddington | East Lothian | EH41 3HA 
01620 827540   | egigourtaki@eastlothian.gov.uk 
 

mailto:egigourtaki@eastlothian.gov.uk


Report from Planning re. application from The Green, Haddington, for an Occasional Licence 
 
 
I have been involved in previous correspondence regarding a beer garden that has been formed 
within the car park of The Green. There may be cases where planning permission would not be 
required for the temporary change of use of land to a beer garden, as Class 15 of the Town and 
Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Scotland) Order allows the use of land (other 
than a building or land within the curtilage of a building) for any purpose, except as a caravan site, 
on not more than 28 days in total in any calendar year, and the erection or placing of moveable 
structures on the land for the purposes of that use. However in the case of The Green, planning 
permission would be required for this use given the site’s location within the Haddington 
Conservation Area. Planning permission has not been sought or granted for the proposed beer 
garden, and use of it would therefore be a breach of planning control. Planning enforcement is a 
discretionary activity and Scottish Government policy and guidance sets out that planning 
authorities should act proportionately in responding to suspected breaches of planning control. 
Impact on business operations should be taken into account when considering appropriate 
enforcement action in any particular case. The Police are satisfied with the proposal. Should 
environmental health and road services also be satisfied, then it is my view that we are acting 
proportionately in not recommending that enforcement action be taken to secure the cessation of 
this short term use, although we do reserve the right to review this. If I may add, this position is 
entirely consistent with the advice given in a recent letter from the Scottish Government’s Chief 
Planner, who advised "...there will be many circumstances in which reasonable, temporary 
relaxation of planning controls will help businesses to re-start and return some normality to life 
within our communities. Examples might include taking a reasonable, positive and supportive 
approach to allow temporary use for on-street seating for cafes and bars, beer gardens and similar 
to accommodate physical distancing; and also to enable seasonal businesses such as holiday parks to 
continue to operate beyond any conditioned limits to their seasons. This may be another example 
where agreement not to take enforcement action is all that is needed for a temporary period. 
Beyond any relaxation in planning to support temporary changes, there may of course be some 
matters to consider through other consenting and licensing regimes”. The full letter can be viewed 
here:  
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---planning-procedures---chief-planner-
letter-may-2020/ 
 
Please let me know if you want to discuss. 
 
Keith Dingwall 
Service Manager - Planning 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---planning-procedures---chief-planner-letter-may-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---planning-procedures---chief-planner-letter-may-2020/
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