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10/05/2021 
 
Your Ref: EL0246 
 
Our Ref: 407938/GB 
 
The Clerk of the Licensing 
Board 
East Lothian Council 
John Muir House 
Haddington 
East Lothian 
EH41 3HA 

 
 

John McKenzie 
Divisional Commander 

The Lothians and Scottish Borders Division 
Haddington Police Station 

39-41 Court Street 
Haddington 
EH41 3AE 

 
 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF EAST LOTHIAN LICENSING BOARD 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005 
APPLICATION FOR THE VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 
MACMERRY MINERS WELFARE & SOCIAL CLUB TRANENT 
MACMERRY MINERS WELFARE, MAIN ROAD, MACMERRY, EAST LOTHIAN, 
EH33 1PB. 
 
I refer to the above application for the variation of a premises licence under terms 
of Section 29(5) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005. 
 
The variation requested consists of  
 
-The addition of outdoor seating to the North of the premises. 
-The addition of restaurant and bar meals. 
-A request not to have a personal license holder at private events. 
 
In terms of Section 29(5) of the Act this request can be considered a variation. 
 
In terms of Section 22(1)(a) of the same Act, I make the following objections- 
 
Historically this premises has been the subject of considerable Police intervention 
in regards to Anti-Social behaviour and incidents of violence. The premises was 
issued a written warning from the board on 24/05/2018. 
 
 



OFFICIAL 
 

- The area defined in the plan provided highlights an extensive area to the North 
of the premises. This area is bound by a low fence and beyond this is the main 
footpath and roadway through the village. Directly opposite and to the East and 
West of this area there are residential properties.  
 
In the application the seating area has not been defined in terms of numbers of 
tables or patrons. 
 
Whilst it is appreciated that residential premises can reasonably expect some 
degree of noise from traffic and day to day life in the village, the associated noise 
and potential for anti-social behaviour within a large area such as this where 
patrons are consuming alcohol outdoors cannot be discounted.  
 
- The application states that the premises can currently hold a total of 180 patrons. 
This is a significant amount of customers and would require resource intensive 
stewarding to a very high standard. To add an as yet to be defined additional 
number of patrons outdoors would be a further commitment in regards to the 
supervision of patrons and it is unknown as to whether or not current committee 
members and staff would be able to cope adequately with the increase in 
numbers. 
 
In light of the above, the request to have conditions changed to not having a 
personal license holder present when a private function is ongoing is not 
acceptable. The premises has a significant history of anti-social behaviour mainly 
in relation to 18th and 21st birthday parties and has conditions placed on it as 
follows; 
 
Conditions attached at the Licensing Board Hearing on 22/02/2018 CCTV to be 
installed in and outside the premises to the satisfaction of the Police (implemented 
within 3 months). SIA stewards at all 18th & 21st parties (with effect from 9th 
March 2018). Written policies in relation dispersal of premises, drug misuse and 
search policies (with effect from 9th March 2018). Personal License Holder 
present at all private functions (with effect from 9th March 2018). 
 
Events such as these require professional leadership. The license holder is the 
person who must be present in order to ensure the running of events is carried out 
in a safe and controlled environment and ensure that all staff present are fully 
trained and entirely clear on what is expected of them. 
 
In reference to the above and in terms of section 22(1)(a) of the Licensing 
(Scotland) Act 2005, I am of the opinion that the variation to the outdoor seating 
area and the non-attendance of a Premises license holder at events should be 
refused on the grounds that it would be inconsistent with the licensing objectives 
of: 
 
• preventing crime and disorder 
• securing public safety 
• preventing public nuisance 
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