
 
MOTION TO EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 
25 October 2022 
 
Divestment of Lothian Pension Fund from Fossil Fuel Companies 
 
 
It is noted that East Lothian Council unanimously approved the declaration of 
a Climate Emergency in 2019, and that following this declaration, the then-
leader of the Council, Cllr Willie Innes, wrote to the Lothian Pension Fund on 
behalf of the Labour administration, making clear that ‘as a group, we are of 
the view that it is time for Lothian Pension Fund to disinvest from fossil fuel 
shares’. A copy of that letter is annexed to this Motion.  
 
This motion is intended to build on the good work done under Cllr Innes’ 
leadership and asks the Council to state to Lothian Pension Fund our 
collective view that public pensions should not be invested in fossil fuel firms. 
This is in line with the wishes expressed by members through one major trade 
union, although it is noted that the Pension Fund does not currently have any 
mechanism for consultation with all members. 
 
Motion 
 
The Council therefore instructs the Council Leader Norman Hampshire to 
write to the Lothian Pension Fund  

a) to advise of East Lothian Council’s position that LPF should act 
immediately to divest in Fossil Fuels to meet the aims of the Paris 
Agreement and keep the extent of global temperature rise to under 
1.5C; 

b) to request that LPF, starting in 2023, produce an annual report on the 
extent and value of fossil fuel investment holdings, together with a clear 
strategy to divest from the same and annual updates on the progress 
of this divestment; 

c) to request that Lothian Pension Fund develop, in conjunction with the 
trade unions, a meaningful consultation mechanism with Fund 
members and that employers, such as East Lothian Council, are 
consulted on the Fund’s investment strategies and divestment policy.  

 
 

Proposed by: Councillor Shona McIntosh 
Date:  13 October 2022  
 
Seconded by: Councillor Brooke Ritchie 
Date: 13 October 2022 
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