From: wilma shaw [N

Stubject: Planning appeal application 23/01012/P
Date: 14 Jan 2024 at 14:17:20

o wilma shaw [

To appeal panel, prior to 31/01/2024

On behalf of 15 (M Forth Street, North Berwick, EH394HX From Wilma
Shaw of 15.

We have been informed that planning officer, Scott Robertson , has
recommended rejection of our intentions to replace rotten wooden windows
and doors at the front of our properties with high grade , wood grained
UPVC windows and door due to being within ELC's Designated
Conservation Area in North Berwick.

| enclose along with refined details,

- photographs of woodgrained UPVC windows,

-samples of woodgrained UPVC,

-exerts from ELC’ s proposals to address climate change and housing
sustainability ,

-direct quotation from Scottish Government’s advices on replacements within
conservation areas,

- refer you to a newspaper article which shows another property was granted
permission on appeal,

-refer to permission granted to the house opposite , 10 Forth Street, which is
immediately adjacent to the West Bay beach where people on the beach will
be closer than any passing 11 and 15 Forth Street,

- photographs of properties with UPVC windows and doors near our homes
setting many precedents

We accept that our homes face the pavement of Forth Street but windows



and doors are a garden plot, a path and a parking space distant from
pedestrians. The windows and doors are above head height .

Wood grained UPVC can only be distinguished from wooden windows by
tapping on the surface and even then with difficulty.

Direction 14 in Scottish Government planning advices regarding
replacement within conservation areas for doors and windows states that
replacements must not prove detrimental to the area and be of similar
APPEARANCE( no mention is made of the materials used) to the originals.

On 19/11/2021 the East Lothian Courier ran a headlined article that a home
owner of property within conservation area in North Berwick on the East
Bay won on appeal the right to replace wooden with woodgrained UPVC .

The planning committee also granted permission for woodgrained UPVC
windows on the property adjacent to the west bay beach at 10 Forth Street
with nothing between the public and the building which we would argue is
more prominent than ours.

There are several properties along Forth Street with ordinary UPVC
windows to the front , There are others with woodgrained UPVC.

Our immediate neighbours have written in support of our applications.
The North Berwick Community Council minuted "no comment" which
should be read to imply no objection. As one who regularly attends
meetings | am aware that NBCC is rigorous about planning applications.

ELC claims to be encouraging home owners to upgrade their insulation and
consider consequences for climate change of any works they carry out.

Our properties are severely affected by winter gales and rains as there is a
gap straight to the Firth of Forth.



We have had Care and Repair repeatedly attempt to insulate windows and
doors yet the rains still saturate the wooden frames which shrink in the
summer then swell in winter the gaps created distort.gand water regularly
seaps in creating dampness around doors and windows.

UPVC will not shrink and swell but fit consistently all year round.

UPVC will not require regular maintenance which for someone like myself
with chronic arthritis , on a pension but determined to present an attractive
property for the town will ensure such.

Our properties were built in 1993 therefore Historically insignificant but aim
to present an attractive element in a street which serves as a through route
not a tourist stop.

Yours faithfully,
I = 5 (15 Fort

Street).

Sent from my iPad
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Email Disclaimer - East Lothian Council P

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and

intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they

are addressed. If you have receivéed this email in error please notify

the sender and ensure it is dgfeted and not read copied or disclosed

to anyone else. It is your rgsponsibility to scan this email and any
attachments for computer viruses or other defects. East Lothian

Council do not accept liability for any loss or damage which may

result from this email or any files attached. Email is not secure and

can be intercepted, corrupted or amended without the knowledge of the
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oM ELCs own repart 23 /24,
homelessness services. The SHR are responsible for mo{itoring the performance of social
landlords under the Scottish Social Housing Charter.

Introduced in 2014 EESSH set out the minimum energy efficiency ratings that social housing
mMust meet, the standard varied depending upon the dwelling type and the fuel type used to
heat the home. The Scottish Government are reviewing Energy Efficiency Standard for Social
Housing (EESSH2) in 2023 to ensure that any investment is targeted towards long-term
solutions that deliver Net Zero and support the eradication of fuel poverty.

Published in 2021 the Scottish Government’s Heat in Buildings Strategy has designated both
the decarbonisation of homes and buildings, and the review of energy efficiency standards
as national priorities. These measures are key to meeting Scotland’s ambitious climate
change targets (set out in the Climate Change Plan and The Climate Change (Emissions
Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019) of net zero emissions by 2045 and in tackling fuel

poverty.
The coming years will see a further drive to align housing quality standards in the social and

private rented sector via A New Deal for Tenants. X — 2
Deal ¥ ants - Y &

5.2 The Local _Context_W/LluS WQ,ULrth

1 :
Cmn 2019, East L o et W,

ian Council declared a climate emergency . Outcome 3 of the East
Lothian Climate Change Strategy 2020-2025 states:

East Lothian’s homes and buildings will be Net Zero and energy efficient, enabling us to
achieve Fuel Poverty targets, will use low carbon and renewable heat and energy sources,

and will be adapted for future climate change impacts.

Tqmitigate the impacts of climate change and ensure homes remain warm and dry_existing,
housing stock needs to be adapted to cope with higher levels of precipitation, dampness

and increasing humidity. Conversely, during heatwaves homes need to be cool. Both

keeping homes warm and ensuring they d rh cessary to reduce health

risks. Developing new high-quality homes which can withstand adverse weather conditions,
/ . .
are well insulated and ventilated is a key aim of East Lothian Council and reflected

throughout this Local Housing Strategy.
The Local Heat and Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES) will set out the local authority’s plans
to systematically improve the energy efficiency of domestic and non-domestic buildings and
decarbonise heat. The Scottish Government requires all local authorities to publish their
first LHEES by 31« December 2023. East Lothian Council commissioned Changeworks to
undertake a pilot study on energy efficiency and decarbonisation in East Lothian's Private
Rented Housing Sector, alongside a methodology evaluation, both of which were completed

in 2022.
East Lothian Council have recently employed an LHEES officer with production of the LHEES

strategy underway. This transformative strategy aims to revolutionise the way homes within

the region are heated and is due for publication in early 2024.



Climate change refers to long-term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns. Such shifts

can be natural, due to changes in the sun’s activity or large volcanic eruptions. Since the
1800s, human activities have been the main driver of climate change, primarily due to the

burning of fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas.
The impact of climate change is often first felt by those who are most vulnerable.

When ;.:eople are already vulnerable, climate change can have a compounding effect,
worsening overall outcomes, particularly those associated with health and wellbeing®.’

The highest levels of deprivation are concentrated in the west of the county, meaning these
areas are likely to be more vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.

Housing has an important role to play in
mitigating climate change. The current and
future housing stock influences greenhouse
gas emissions from construction of large-
scale developments to direct heating
emissions from individual households.
Housing also has an important role to play
in shielding residents from some of the

impacts of climate change.

Housing can reduce climate change through
utilising greener technologies such as zero
direct emissions heating and promoting
greener forms of construction that better

utilise buildings.

Fabric first is the principle of a building fabric that ' — through a well-insulated,

/// airtight structure, before thinking about additional technologies such as renewable energy.
Taking a fabric first approach to modernisation by focussing on the components and

materials that make up the fabric of the building will in many cases be the preferred option

Picture 5 1 Fiood damuge to properties on Lammer Sreet,
Dunbar, courtesy of Alex

to reduce emissions.
Many of East Lothian’s main towns, including Musselburgh, Prestonpans/Cockenzie, North

Berwick and Dunbar, are located along the Firth of Forth, exposing them to rising sea levels.
Flooding and coastal sea level rises pose a severe risk to dwellings and may lead to the

complete loss of homes.
To lessen risk, preparing for climate change events is important and the significance of joint

working is emphasised within this LHS. Planning how the Council can support the adaptation
of housing and prepare residents for climate disasters, such as flooding, will play a key role.
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Difficuity in obtaining and analysing data to identify the energy effi cnency of buildings

on a large scale.
Improving the energy efficiency standards, particularly of older buuidtngs. buildings in

rural areas and private rented sector homes,
A lack of a skilled workforce which is trained in maintaining and adapting homes with

green technology.
Risk for an increasing number of households falling into fuel poverty and extreme

fuel poverty.

-? Ensuring a just and fair transition tg net zero that leaves nobody behind.
U= D

Compliance with SHQS and EESSH standards and the prospect of implementing
EESSH2 and Passivhaus in the context of nsmg costs.

Actions i

v

v

v

Low Carbon Net Zero (LCNZ} New Build Housing Strategy Produced.

Work closely with the SG to establish solutions to meeting and funding new energy
standards as well as solutions to delivering net zero heating solutions.

Identify areas and populations in East Lothian threatened by climate change. This
will also allow strategic decisions to be made to mitigate any risk.

Promote training and upskilling for the energy efficiency workforce, retrofitting and

the building trades.

125
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Previous appeal granted
North Berwick property within conservation area ...see article in

East Lothian Courier, 19/11/2021 and Scotsman .

Permission granted tollForth Street, North Berwick to use UPVC
for windows directly on beach which will be closer to any passers
by than the windows and doors of JJJll15 Forth Street which are
also affected by off sea winds and rains via the gap between

buildings|EGEN
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North Berwick homeowner wins appeal to replace
timber window frames with uPVC

19th November 2021
COMMUNITY  LOCAL GOVERNMENT  PROPERTY NORTHBERWICK

#COURIER R

s

The house at Marine Parade, North Berwick. Image: Google Maps

By Marie Sharp Share o @ No Comments

A HOMEOWNER who wanted to replace his beachfront windows with plastic
frames has won an appeal after claiming they were better for the environment,

htips://www.eastlothiancourier.com/news/1972917 Z.north-bar..omeswaes- winc-sppeat-repiace - imber-window-frames-upve/

Crime



East Lothian Council planners refused to grant permission for the owner of the
house on North Berwick’s Marine Parade to replace 13 timber window frames with
uPVC, despite claims they would look exactly the same.

They ruled that the frames would set an “undesirable precedent” in N¢ Get involved
Berwick’s conservation area, despite only some being visible from the with the news

your news & photos

Commented

Lothian Council has
s of almost £450
ion, study finds

ral lines to be removed
six roads in East
Lothian as part of trial

New lease of life for former
) 2= Farmfoods store

Find the next step in your career with our job board Man fined after stealing
Mait Jobs | $ponsored from town's Asda

fi»
Watch the moment
American tourist proposes
to girlfriend at beautiful

Owner JD Crow appealed their decision, arguing that the "high quality" of the g
Seacliff Beach

frames he planned to use were so good that people would not know they were
plastic. 6 Green light for therapy hub

in town flat
And he pointed to the council’s own climate policy as a reason to allow him to

make his home more energy efficient. Plans for snack bar near to

town's harbour withdrawn

In an appeal to the council’s Local Review Body, his agent Alan Wood said:¢§Ifghek of interest in business
aims and objectives of the climate change strategy are to be met, owners haVedfye could result in more
be engaged with by the council and given encouragement, not having excessiygats

barriers placed in the way of reasonable progress.” i .
Man dies after being struck

hy car in town centre

And he said that the windows planned to replace the timber frames were 1f(;).QPWP to pay extra £362 a

good quality they would not be noticeably different. month to anyone with
these health conditions

He said: “The use of a different material, to make an otherwise nigh-perfect from April
replica window which would be unrecognisable from any distance, is surely

; Show more articles
excessive reason for refusal nowadays.”

At the Local Review Body, his appeal was granted by two votes to one.

AR
Ward councillor Jeremy Findlay upheld the appeal, saying: “The new windows =T s

are, in essence, the same as the ones they replace.”

Ntlps:/fwwweasticihigncouriet.com/inews/197 2917 7.north-oer...cmeowngr-wins-agpeal-regiace-timber -window ames-upve/ V701/2024, 12:5(



While fellow review body member Councillor Neil Gilbert added: “The house
location is exposed and it will take a lot of energy to heat that property.

“We as a council declared a climate emergency and I feel we should do all we can
to help.

“There are no objections to these windows, which are almost identical.”

Review body chairman Councillor Andy Forrest voted against the appeal, backing
officers' decision that they would have an impact on the visual character of the
conservation area.

The appeal was upheld and planning permission granted for the new windows.

COMMUNITY  LOCALGOVERNMENT  PROPERTY  NORTH BERWICK



Just a few photographs of properties with UPVC windows and
doors near 15 Forth Street, North Berwick, EH394HX

setting a precedent. —
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[lMelbourne Road, North Berwick.

_Vlelbourne Road, NB.

Existing examples of uPVC replacement windows & doors installed in homes
in close proximity to Forth Street, North Berwick.



Overview

As stated in refined application plans the proposed replacement
windows will be of a high quality, wood grained UPVC not smooth,
shiny UPVC. SEE SAMPLES AND PHOTOGRAPHS.

Due to the north facing aspect and proximity to the sea via the gap
between 10 and 12 Forth Street opposite , this provides a more
suitable alternative to wood .

It offers a sustainable, durable and considerably more energy
efficient fabric in line with East Lothian Council’ s 2024 Policies to
counteract Climate Change in order to achieve 0 emission by
2045.

I contend that the use of wood grained UPVC for windows and
window frames of identical appearance to current windows

“will NOT impact negatively on the appearance “. or the character
of this 1998 property
or "“upon its setting “ (Direction 14 of Scottish Governments
planning advices for Conservation areas.)

At present the wooden windows, door and frames swell with the
rain and allow water ingress to floors and ledges.

They then shrink with the heat and distort, creating gaps which
then allow for draughts, water coming into and heat loss out of the
property.

Constant painting , re- insulating and reframing carried out
numerous times by Care and Repair( ELC’s charitable group) and
private contractors have not provided a permanent , positive
outcome.

UPVC provides a consistent, reliable solution for home owner and
will address climate change requirements.



' Home owners want to , and need to engage with the Council in
order to achieve the zero emission aim for 2045 but the Council
must also make such engagement an efficient, reliable and
economical investment based upon the most recent researches
and advices or properties will continue to degrade and the health
and wellbeing of residents be negatively affected.





