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National Planning Framework 4  

Policy 14 (Design, Quality and Place) 

a) Development proposals will be designed to improve the quality of an area whether in urban or 

rural locations and regardless of scale.  

b) Development proposals will be supported where they are consistent with the six qualities of 

successful places 

Healthy: Supporting the prioritisation of women’s safety and improving physical and mental health.  

Pleasant: Supporting attractive natural and built spaces.  

Connected: Supporting well connected networks that make moving around easy and reduce car 

dependency  

Distinctive: Supporting attention to detail of local architectural styles and natural landscapes to be 

interpreted, literally or creatively, into designs to reinforce identity.  

Sustainable: Supporting the efficient use of resources that will allow people to live, play, work and 

stay in their area, ensuring climate resilience, and integrating nature positive, biodiversity solutions.  

Adaptable: Supporting commitment to investing in the long-term value of buildings, streets and 

spaces by allowing for flexibility so that they can be changed quickly to accommodate different uses 

as well as maintained over time.  

Further details on delivering the six qualities of successful places are set out in Annex D.  

c) Development proposals that are poorly designed, detrimental to the amenity of the surrounding 

area or inconsistent with the six qualities of successful places, will not be supported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Adopted East Lothian Local Development Plan 2018 

Policy OS2 (Change of Use to Garden Ground) 

Provided other policies of the plan are met, change of use of public open space to garden ground will 

be supported if it would not result in unacceptable loss of visual or recreational amenity or harm the 

integrity of a landscaping scheme, or set a precedent that if followed would do so. In the case of a 

change of use of an area of countryside to garden ground any well-defined settlement boundary or 

landscaped edge must not be prejudiced. In all cases the area of the change of use must be small in 

scale and must not harm the character or appearance of the surrounding area 

 

Policy DP2 (Design) 

The design of all new development, with the exception of changes of use and alterations and 

extensions to existing buildings, must:  

1. Be appropriate to its location in terms of its positioning, size, form, massing, proportion and scale 

and use of a limited palate of materials and colours that complement its surroundings;  

2. By its siting, density and design create a coherent structure of streets, public spaces and buildings 

that respect and complement the site’s context, and create a sense of identity within the 

development;  

3. Position and orientate buildings to articulate, overlook, properly enclose and provide active 

frontages to public spaces or, where this is not possible, have appropriate high quality architectural 

or landscape treatment to create a sense of welcome, safety and security;  

4. Provide a well connected network of paths and roads within the site that are direct and will 

connect with existing networks, including green networks, in the wider area ensuring access for all in 

the community, favouring, where appropriate, active travel and public transport then cars as forms of 

movement;  

5. Clearly distinguish public space from private space using appropriate boundary treatments;  

6. Ensure privacy and amenity, with particular regard to levels of sunlight, daylight and overlooking, 

including for the occupants of neighbouring properties;  

7. Retain physical or natural features that are important to the amenity of the area or provide 

adequate replacements where appropriate;  

8. Be able to be suitably serviced and accessed with no significant traffic or other environmental 

impacts. 




