
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REPORT TO: East Lothian Council  
 
MEETING DATE: 23 April 2024 
 
BY:  Executive Director for Council Resources  
 
SUBJECT: Statutory Review of Polling Districts and 

Places/Amendment to Polling Place Scheme 
  
 
1 PURPOSE 

1.1 To inform Members of the outcome of the statutory review of polling 
districts and polling places and seek approval for the consequential 
changes to take effect after the next UK General Election. 

1.2 To seek approval to relocate a polling place from Trevelyan Hall, 
Pencaitland to Pencaitland Bowling Club with immediate effect. 

1.3 To seek approval to relocate a polling place from Fenton Barns 
(portacabin) to Dirleton Church Hall with immediate effect. 

 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 To note the representations received during the recent consultation on the 
statutory review of polling districts and places as detailed in Appendix 1, 
together with the Returning Officer’s comments. 

2.2 To approve the amended polling scheme for Lothian East constituency as 
detailed in Appendix 2, noting that changes as a consequence of this 
review will not take effect until after the next UK Parliamentary Election. 

2.3 To note that polling districts and polling places will continue to be reviewed 
on an ongoing basis and that the next statutory review of polling districts 
and polling places will require to be carried out by the end of January 2030 
and on a 5-yearly basis thereafter. 

2.4 To agree, with immediate effect, to move electors from Fenton Barns 
(polling district EL4D) to Dirleton Church Hall (polling district EL4C), as 
detailed in paragraphs 3.4 below; and, 



 

2.5 To agree, with immediate effect, to move the polling place in polling district 
EL5J from Trevelyan Hall, Pencaitland to Pencaitland Bowling Club, as 
detailed in paragraph 3.5 below.  

 

3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 Local authorities are required to review their polling districts and polling 
places for UK parliamentary constituencies every five years, in accordance 
with section 18C of the Representation of the People Act 1983.The Council 
agreed to initiate the current review at its meeting on 31 October 2023. In 
agreeing the current review, Council agreed that the criteria to be used to 
assess polling places was as follows: 

• Availability of polling places 
• Accessibility of polling places 
• Safety of polling places, for both voters and staff 
• Current electorate 
• Projected electorate 
• Number of postal voters 

 
3.2 The consultation period ran from 4 December 2023 – 29 January 2024 

and the initial proposals were as set out in Appendix 3.  

Links to the documents on the Consultation Hub on East Lothian Council’s 
website, were sent direct to all Elected Members, Constituency MP & 
MSPs, Political Parties, Community Councils, Area Partnerships, 
Connected Communities Groups and Disability Groups and the review 
was promoted on social media. Copies of the documentation were made 
available for public view at John Muir House, Haddington and Brunton Hall, 
Musselburgh. Representations on the proposals were invited by 29 
January 2024. 

Eighteen representations were received and copies of these are set out in 
Appendix 1, along with a note of the Returning Officer’s 
comments/responses. 

3.3  Members will note that there were a number of references to the 
requirement to vote by post if a polling place is relocated. The Returning 
Officer will ensure that the option to vote by post or proxy will be clearly 
communicated to all areas affected by the merging of polling districts. 

Comments were also made regarding the need for more than one polling 
place in Prestonpans, Musselburgh and Tranent, contrasting the situation 
with that in North Berwick, Haddington and Dunbar, which each currently 
have only one polling place.  This suggestion will be taken forward to the 
next review and considered further at that time. 

A number of comments were made on the loss of income for village halls.  
The fee paid, per election, is £220 and this is not considered to be a factor 
that outweighs the agreed criteria used to assess polling places. 



 

Taking account of the criteria agreed for this review, the representations 
received and the Returning Officer’s comments/responses, Members are 
asked to approve the amended Polling Scheme for the Lothian East 
constituency, noting that this will not take effect until after the next UK 
General Election. 

3.4 As part of the statutory review, it was proposed that the Portakabin 
currently used as the polling place at Fenton Barns (EL4D), when 
assessed against the agreed criteria, may be unsuitable due to 
accessibility and safety issues.  Feedback from poll staff also highlighted 
safety issues, in particular when elections take place later in the year. It is 
proposed that, as part of the amended Polling Scheme, this polling district 
will be merged with EL4C (Dirleton Church Hall). However, given the 
current uncertainty around the date of the next UK General Election and 
the possibility that it will take place in the autumn or winter months, it is 
proposed that, while the polling districts will remain unchanged until after 
the UK Parliamentary Election, a separate polling station for Fenton Barns 
voters will be set up within Dirleton Church Hall as an interim measure.  
The change of polling place will be highlighted on poll cards.   

3.5 The review did not propose a move of polling place from Trevelyan Hall to 
Pencaitland Bowling Club.  However, responses received as part of the 
review highlighted the problem with parking at Trevelyan Hall.  Feedback 
from poll staff also stated they receive complaints from voters regarding 
the lack of parking.  Officers therefore considered whether there may be a 
suitable alternative.  Pencaitland Bowling Club was visited and found to be 
large enough to accommodate the electorate, meets the accessibility 
requirements and has a large car park. 

The views of Local Members and Pencaitland Community Council were 
sought. Three of the four local members approve the move; no comment 
was received from Pencaitland Community Council. The proposal is to 
implement this change with immediate effect, rather than wait for the wider 
changes to take effect after the next UK General Election.  

 

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 The requirement to regularly review polling places is a statutory obligation 
to ensure that all voters have access to such reasonable facilities for voting 
as are practicable and that factors such as accessibility are fully 
considered. 

 

5  INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1   The subject of this report has been through the Integrated Impact   
Assessment process and no negative impacts have been identified. The 
IIA will be published on the Council’s website at: Integrated Impact 
Assessments | Integrated Impact Assessments | East Lothian Council 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210602/equality_and_diversity/12014/integrated_impact_assessments
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210602/equality_and_diversity/12014/integrated_impact_assessments


6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial – an overall reduction in number of polling places will lead to a 
reduction in costs for the administration of elections in future. 

6.2 Personnel - there will be a reduction in the number of polling staff required 
if the revised polling scheme is agreed. This is important given the 
challenges in recruiting staff to work at elections. 

6.3 Other - none 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

7.1 Appendix 1 - Representations Received with RO Comments/Responses 

7.2 Appendix 2 – Proposed Polling Scheme 

7.3 Appendix 3 – Consultation Proposals 

AUTHOR’S NAME Morag Ferguson 

DESIGNATION Head of Corporate Support 

CONTACT INFO mferguson@eastlothian.gov.uk 

DATE 8 April 2024 



Representations Received with RO Comments/Responses
(copies of representations attached)

NO.
REPRESENTATION 
FROM COMMENTS RO RESPONSE

1 Constituent Comments received on Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6  - 
see page 1 of consultation document

No alternative venues were proposed, therefore, based on the 
criteria used to assess polling places, the recommendation to 
implement the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

2 Cllr Donna Collins Comments received on Wards 1, 2, 3 & 6 - see 
pages 2-4 of consultation document No alternative venues were proposed, therefore, based on the 

criteria used to assess polling places, the recommendation to 
implement the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.
The suggestion to move West Barns electorate to Bleachingfield, 
Dunbar will be considered as part of the next review.

3 Cllr George McGuire Comments received on Wards 1, 2, 3 & 5 - see 
page 5-6 of consultation document The Session Room, Main Street, East Saltoun was visited to assess 

suitability as an alternative polling place. However, it does not meet 
the criteria in relation to size and accessibility.   Based on the 
criteria used to assess polling places, the recommendation to 
implement the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

4 East Lothian 
Conservative 
Association

Comments received on Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6  - 
see pages 7 - 16 of consultation document

Comment on Blindwells area having its own polling place - this will 
be kept under review and revisited when more houses have been 
completed and are occupied.                                             No 
alternative venues were proposed, therefore, based on the criteria 
used to assess polling places, the recommendation to implement 
the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

Appendix 1



5 Martin Whitfield MSP Comments received on Wards 2 & 5 - see page 17 
of consultation document Comment on Blindwells area having its own polling place - this will 

be kept under review and revisited when more houses have been 
completed and are occupied.                                 Comment on the 
option of postal voting - increased publicity will take place, 
especially in areas affected by the merging of polling places, to 
make people aware of, and promote the take up of postal voting.       
Comment on an alternative venue for Fletcher Hall - we were 
advised that the Church in East Saltoun had no appropriate space.   
The Session Room, Main Street, East Saltoun was visited to assess 
suitability as an alternative. However, it does not meet the criteria in 
relation to size and accessibility.                                                          
Based on the criteria used to assess polling places, the 
recommendation to implement the proposals remains as set out in 
appendix 3.                                                                             

6 Cllr Kenny McLeod Comments received on Ward 2 - see page 18 of 
consultation document noted

7 North Berwick Coastal 
Labour Party Branch

Comment received on Ward 4 - see page 19 of 
consultation document

Noted - support of proposal to move electors from Fenton Barns to 
Dirleton Church Hall

8 Bolton Community 
Association

Comment received on Ward 5 - see page 20 of 
consultation document

No alternative venue was proposed, therefore, based on the criteria 
used to assess polling places, the recommendation to implement 
the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

9 Constituent Comment received on Ward 5 - see page 21 of 
consultation document

No alternative venue was proposed, therefore, based on the criteria 
used to assess polling places, the recommendation to implement 
the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

10 Constituent Comment received on Ward 5 - see page 22 of 
consultation document

No alternative venue was proposed, therefore, based on the criteria 
used to assess polling places, the recommendation to implement 
the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

11 Constituent Comment received on Ward 5 - see page 23 of 
consultation document

No alternative venue was proposed, therefore, based on the criteria 
used to assess polling places, the recommendation to implement 
the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

12 Constituent Comment received on Ward 5 - see page 24 of 
consultation document

No alternative venue was proposed, therefore, based on the criteria 
used to assess polling places, the recommendation to implement 
the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

13 Constituent Comment received on Ward 5 - see page 25 of 
consultation document

No alternative venue was proposed, therefore, based on the criteria 
used to assess polling places, the recommendation to implement 
the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.



14 Constituent Comment received on Ward 5 - see page 26 of 
consultation document

No alternative venue was proposed, therefore, based on the criteria 
used to assess polling places, the recommendation to implement 
the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

15 East Lammermuir 
Community Council

Comment received on Ward 6 - see page 27 of 
consultation document The Church in Oldhamstocks is not accessible, therefore, based on 

the criteria used to assess polling places, the recommendation to 
implement the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

16 Oldhamstocks 
Community Association

Comment received on Ward 6 - see page 28 of 
consultation document The Church in Oldhamstocks is not accessible, therefore, based on 

the criteria used to assess polling places, the recommendation to 
implement the proposals remains as set out in appendix 3.

17 Constituent Comment received on Ward 6 - see page 29 of 
consultation document

Parking is taken into account when assessing polling places.  
Consideration will be given to cone off parking for voters.

18 Dunpender Community 
Council

Comment received on Ward 6 - see page 30 of 
consultation document

Noted - support of proposal to move electors from Allison Cargill 
House, Whittingehame to Stenton Village Hall and Tyninghame 
Village Hall to East Linton Hall.

































































Appendix 2 

Schedule to the Lothian East Parliamentary Constituency Polling Districts and 
Designation of Polling Places Scheme 

Local Government Ward 1:  Musselburgh 

Polling District: ELMN1D 
Polling Place: Musselburgh East Community Learning Centre 
No. of Stations: 4 
Address: Haddington Road, Musselburgh, EH21 8JJ 



Local Government Ward 2:  Preston, Seton and Gosford 

Polling District: EL2A 
Polling Place: Pennypit Centre 
No.of Stations: 3 
Address:  Double Dykes, Rope Walk, Prestonpans, EH32 9BN 

Polling District: EL2B 
Polling Place: Prestonpans Community Centre 
No.of Stations: 4 
Address:  Preston Road, Prestonpans, EH32 9QS 

Polling District: EL2C 
Polling Place: Port Seton Community Centre 
No.of Stations: 5 
Address:  South Seton Park, Port Seton, EH32 0BQ 

Polling District: EL2D 
Polling Place: Longniddry Community Centre 
No.of Stations: 2 
Address: Seton Road, Longniddry, EH32 0LD 



Local Government Ward 3:  Tranent, Wallyford and Macmerry 
 
 
Polling District:  EL3A 
Polling Place:   The Fraser Centre 
No.of Stations:  3 
Address:    3a Winton Place, Tranent, EH33 1AF 
 
Polling District:  EL3B 
Polling Place:  Loch Centre 
No.of Stations:  5 
Address:   off Blawearie Road, Tranent, EH33 2JX 
 
Polling District:  EL3C 
Polling Place:   Elphinstone Community Centre 
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:    Main Street, Elphinstone, EH33 2LX 
 
Polling District:  EL3D 
Polling Place:  Macmerry Miners’ Welfare Club  
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:   Main Road, Macmerry, EH33 1QF 
 
Polling District:  ELMN3E  
Polling Place:  The Village Hub, Whitecraig  
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:   72 Whitecraig Avenue, Whitecraig, EH21 8PB 
 
Polling District:  ELMN3F 
Polling Place:  Wallyford Learning Campus 
No.of Stations:  2 
Address:   Mason’s Way, Wallyford, EH21 8BF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Local Government Ward 4:  North Berwick Coastal  
 
 
Polling District:  EL4A 
Polling Place:   The Stables 
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:    Main Street, Aberlady, EH32 0RB 
 
Polling District:  EL4B 
Polling Place:  Gullane Community Association Hall 
No.of Stations:  2 
Address:   Hall Crescent, Gullane, EH31 2HA 
 
Polling District:  EL4C 
Polling Place:  Dirleton Church Hall 
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:   5d Manse Road, Dirleton, EH39 5EL 
 
Polling District:  EL4D 
Polling Place:   North Berwick Sports Centre 
No.of Stations:  6 
Address:    Grange Road, North Berwick, EH39 4QS 
 
Polling District:  EL4E 
Polling Place:  Whitekirk Village Hall  
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:   Whitekirk, EH42 1XS 



Local Government Ward 5:  Haddington and Lammermuir 
 
 
Polling District:  EL5A 
Polling Place:   Humbie Village Hall 
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:    Humbie, EH36 5PJ 
 
Polling District:  EL5B 
Polling Place:  Aubigny Sports Centre 
No.of Stations:  7 
Address:   Mill Wynd, Haddington, EH41 4DB 
 
Polling District:  EL5C 
Polling Place:  Athelstaneford Village Hall 
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:   Main Street, Athelstaneford, EH39 5BE 
 
Polling District:  EL5D 
Polling Place:   Gifford Bowling Club  
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:    Station Road, Gifford, EH41 4QL 
 
Polling District:  EL5E 
Polling Place:  Garvald Village Hall 
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:   Garvald, EH41 4LN 
 
Polling District:  EL5F 
Polling Place:   Ormiston Community Centre 
No.of Stations:  2 
Address:    George Street, Ormiston, EH35 5JB 
 
Polling District:  EL5G 
Polling Place:  Trevelyan Hall 
No.of Stations:  2 
Address:   9 Wester Pencaitland, Pencaitland, EH34 5HA 
 



Local Government Ward 6:  Dunbar and East Linton 
 
 
 
Polling District:  EL6A 
Polling Place:  East Linton Community Association Hall 
No.of Stations:  2 
Address:   73 High Street, East Linton, EH40 3BQ 
 
Polling District:  EL6B 
Polling Place:  Stenton Village Hall 
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:   Stenton, EH42 1TE 
 
Polling District:  EL6C 
Polling Place:   West Barns Bowling Club   
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:    Edinburgh Road, West Barns, EH42 1UH 
 
Polling District:  EL6D 
Polling Place:  Bleachingfield Centre 
No.of Stations:  6 
Address:   Countess Crescent, Dunbar, EH42 1DX 
 
Polling District:  EL6E 
Polling Place:  Innerwick Village Hall 
No.of Stations:  1 
Address:   Innerwick, EH42 1SE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elections Office, East Lothian Council, John Muir House, Haddington, East Lothian, EH41 3HA 



EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

STATUTORY REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 

WARD POLLING 
DISTRICT 

POLLING PLACE TOTAL 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

STATION (in 
person) 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

POSTAL 
VOTERS 
(as at 
1/9/23) 

RETURNING 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 

PROPOSAL 

Ward 1 
Musselburgh 

EMN1A Musselburgh Rugby Club 
3A Stoneyhill Farm Road, 
Musselburgh, EH21 6RN 

4805 3428 1377 

(28%) 

UK Boundary changes 
determine ELMN1A 
move to the Edinburgh 
East Burgh constituency 
for UK Parliamentary 
Elections 

Suitable polling place 

EMN1B North Esk Parish Church 
Hall 
16 Bridge Street, 
Musselburgh, EH21 6AG 

3409 2531 878 

(25%) 

UK Boundary changes 
determine ELMN1B 
move to the Edinburgh 
East Burgh constituency 
for UK Parliamentary 
Elections 

Suitable polling place 

EMN1C Our Lady of Loretto Church 
Hall 
17 Newbigging, 
Musselburgh, EH21 7AJ 

2849 2015 834 

(29%) 

UK Boundary changes 
determine the bulk of 
ELMN1C move to the 
Edinburgh East Burgh 
constituency, for UK 
Parliamentary Elections, 
leaving approx 300 
electors with Lothian 
East Constituency 

Voters in the part of 
ELMN1C that will 
remain within the 
Lothian East 
constituency, 
amounting to just 
under 300, to move 
into ELMN1D 

ELMN1D Musselburgh East 
Community Learning Centre 
Haddington Road, 
Musselburgh, 
EH21 8JJ 

4338 3288 1050 

(24%) 

Suitable polling place 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate the move 
of approx 300 electors 
from ELMN1C 

As above – change 
in polling district to 
include the 
remainder of 
ELMN1C 
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WARD 
 
 
 

POLLING 
DISTRICT 

POLLING PLACE TOTAL 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

STATION (in 
person) 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

POSTAL 
VOTERS 
(as at 
1/9/23) 

RETURNING 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 

PROPOSAL 

Ward 2 
Preston, Seton 
and Gosford 

EL2A Pennypit Centre 
Double Dykes Road, Rope 
Walk, Prestonpans, EH32 
9BN 

3947 3071 876 
 
(22%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL2B Prestonpans Community 
Centre 
Preston Road, Prestonpans, 
EH32 9QS 

3729 2929 800 
 
(21%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL2C Port Seton Community 
Centre 
South Seton Park, Port 
Seton, EH32 0BQ 

4263 3258 1005 
 
(23%) 

Suitable polling place 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate the move 
of electors from the 
Blindwells area of EL2D 

Amend polling 
district EL2C to 
include Blindwells 
area of EL2D 

 EL2D Longniddry Community 
Centre 
Seton Road, Longniddry, 
EH32 0LD 

2606 1811 795 
 
(30%) 

The current polling place 
will not accommodate 
the projected additional 
electorate within 
Blindwells.  Consider 
altering this polling 
district to move 
Blindwells from EL2D to 
EL2C 

Amend polling 
district EL2D to 
move Blindwells area 
into polling district 
EL2C (Port Seton 
Community Centre) 

        
  



 

 

WARD POLLING 
DISTRICT 

POLLING PLACE TOTAL 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

STATION (in 
person) 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

POSTAL 
VOTERS 
(as at 
1/9/23) 

RETURNING 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 

PROPOSAL 

Ward 3 
Tranent, 
Wallyford and 
Macmerry 

EL3A The Fraser Centre 
3a Winton Place, Tranent, 
EH33 1AF 

2821 2211 610 
 
(21%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL3B Loch Centre 
Off Blawearie Road, 
Tranent, EH33 2JX 

6203 4901 1302 
 
(20%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL3C Elphinstone Community 
Centre 
Main Street, Elphinstone, 
EH33 2LX 

477 390 87 
 
(18%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL3D Macmerry Miners’ Welfare 
Club 
Main Road, Macmerry, 
EH33 1QF 

1326 1077 249 
 
(18%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 ELMN3E The Village Hub 
72 Whitecraig Avenue, 
Whitecraig, EH21 8PB 

998 764 234 
 
(23%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 ELMN3F Wallyford Learning Campus 
Mason’s Way, Wallyford, 
EH21 8BF 

3260 2610 650 
 
(20%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

        
  



 

 

WARD POLLING 
DISTRICT 

POLLING PLACE TOTAL 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

STATION (in 
person) 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

POSTAL 
VOTERS 
(as at 
1/9/23) 

RETURNING 
OFFICER’S 
COMMENT 

PROPOSAL 

Ward 4 
North Berwick 
Coastal 

EL4A The Stables 
Main Street, Aberlady, EH32 
0RB 

1355 1009 346 
 
(25%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL4B Gullane Community 
Association Hall 
Hall Crescent, Gullane, 
EH31 2HA 

2313 1588 725 
 
(31%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL4C Dirleton Church Hall 
5d Manse Road, Dirleton, 
EH39 5EL 

816 581 235 
 
(28%) 

Suitable polling place 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate EL4D, as 
below. 

As EL4D below, 
merge polling 
districts EL4C and 
EL4D. 

 EL4D Fenton Barns 
Fenton Barns, EH39 5BW 

353 261 92 
 
(26%) 

A Portakabin is currently 
used as a polling place.  
Accessibility is not 
appropriate and safety of 
poll staff in the rural 
setting is a concern 

Merge polling district 
EL4D with EL4C.  
There is adequate 
space within Dirleton 
Church Hall to 
accommodate this 
increase in 
electorate  

 EL4E North Berwick Sports Centre 
Grange Road, North 
Berwick, EH39 4QS 

6467 4281 2186 
 
(33%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL4F Whitekirk Village Hall 
Whitekirk, EH42 1XS 

312 252 60 
 
(19%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

        
  



 

 

WARD POLLING 
DISTRICT 

POLLING PLACE TOTAL 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

STATION (in 
person) 
ELECTORATE 
(as at 1/9/23) 

POSTAL 
VOTERS 
(as at 
1/9/23) 

RETURNING 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 

PROPOSAL 

Ward 5 
Haddington 
and 
Lammermuir 

EL5A Humbie Village Hall 
Humbie, EH36 5PJ 

310 236 74 
 
(23%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL5B Fletcher Hall 
East Saltoun, EH34 5DX 

484 359 125 
 
(25%) 

Fletcher Hall is 
earmarked for upgrading 
works, therefore there is 
a risk the hall may 
become unavailable as a 
polling place.  There are 
no alternative venues 
within East Saltoun 

Merge polling district 
EL5B with EL5J 
(Trevelyan Hall, 
Pencaitland).  There 
is adequate space 
within Trevelyan Hall 
to accommodate this 
increase in 
electorate 

 EL5C Bolton Village Hall 
Under Bolton, EH41 4HL 

168 134 34 
 
(20%) 

This polling district 
currently has 134 station 
voters. It is a rural 
polling place with no 
landline or wifi 

Merge polling district 
EL5C with EL5G 
(Gifford Bowling 
Club).  There is 
adequate space 
within Gifford 
Bowling Club to 
accommodate this 
increase in 
electorate 

 EL5D Aubigny Sports Centre 
Mill Wynd, Haddington, 
EH41 4DB 

9036 6418 2645 
 
(29%) 
 
 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL5E Athelstaneford Village Hall 
Main Street, Athelstaneford, 
EH39 5BE 

497 360 137 
 
(27%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL5F Morham Village Hall 
Morham, EH41 4LQ 

125 71 54 
 
(43%) 

This polling district 
currently has 71 station 
voters.  Consider 

Merge EL5F polling 
district with EL5H 
(Garvald Village 



 

 

merging with another 
district. 

Hall).  There is 
adequate space 
within Garvald 
Village Hall to 
accommodate this 
increase in 
electorate. 

 EL5G Gifford Bowling Club 
Station Road, Gifford, EH41 
4QL 

879 642 237 
 
(26%) 

Suitable polling place 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate electorate 
from EL5C 

As EL5C above, 
merge polling 
districts EL5C and 
EL5G 

 EL5H Garvald Village Hall 
Garvald, EH41 4LN 

259 208 51 
 
(19%) 

Suitable polling place 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate electorate 
from EL5F 

As EL5F above, 
merge polling 
districts EL5F and 
EL5H 

 EL5I Ormiston Community Centre 
George Street, Ormiston, 
EH35 5JB 

2100 1671 429 
 
(20%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL5J Trevelyan Hall 
9 Wester Pencaitland, 
Pencaitland, EH34 5HA 

1747 1318 429 
 
(24%) 

Suitable polling place 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate electorate 
from EL5B 

As EL5B above, 
merge polling 
districts EL5B and 
EL5J 

  



 

 

WARD POLLING 
DISTRICT 

POLLING PLACE TOTAL 
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RETURNING 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 

PROPOSAL 

Ward 6 
Dunbar and 
East Linton 

EL6A Allison Cargill House 
Whittinghame, EH41 4QA 

162 119 43 
 
(26%) 

This polling district 
currently has 119 station 
voters.  It is a very rural 
polling place with no 
landline or wifi, therefore 
poll staff safety is a 
concern 

Merge EL6A with 
EL6D (Stenton 
Village Hall).  There 
is adequate space 
within Stenton 
Village Hall to 
accommodate this 
increase in 
electorate 

 EL6B East Linton Community 
Association Hall 
73 High Street, East Linton, 
EH41 2BQ 

1932 1444 488 
 
(25%) 

Suitable polling place 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate electorate 
from EL6C 

As EL6C below, 
merge polling 
districts EL6C and 
EL6B 

 EL6C Tyninghame Village Hall 
Tyninghame, EH42 1XL 

179 131 48 
 
(26%) 

This polling district 
currently has 131 station 
voters.  Consider 
merging with polling 
district EL6B 

Merge EL6C with 
EL6B (East Linton).  
There is adequate 
space within East 
Linton Hall to 
accommodate this 
increase in 
electorate 

 EL6D Stenton Village Hall 
Stenton, EH42 1TE 

265 213 52 
 
(19%) 

Suitable polling place 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate EL6A 

As EL6A above, 
merge polling 
districts EL6A and 
EL6D 

 EL6E West Barns Bowling Club 
Edinburgh Road, West 
Barns, EH42 1UH 

526 431 95 
 
(18%) 

Suitable polling district 
and polling place 

No change to polling 
district or place 

 EL6F Bleachingfield Centre 
Countess Crescent, Dunbar, 
EH42 1DX 

7993 5945 2048 
 
(25%) 

Suitable polling place 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate EL6G 

As EL6G below, 
merge polling 
districts EL6G and 
EL6F 

 EL6G Spott Community Centre 
Spott, EH42 1RJ 

251 200 51 
 

This polling district 
currently has 200 station 

Merge EL6G with 
EL6F 



 

 

(20%) voters.  Consider 
merging with polling 
district EL6F 

(Bleachingfield).  
There is adequate 
space within 
Bleachingfield to 
accommodate this 
increase in 
electorate 

 EL6H Innerwick Village Hall 
Innerwick, EH42 1SE 

372 293 79 
 
(21%) 

Suitable polling district 
with sufficient space to 
accommodate EL6I 

As EL6I below, 
merge polling 
districts EL6H and 
EL6I 

 EL6I Oldhamstocks Village Hall 
Oldhamstocks, TD13 5XN 

165 120 45 
 
(27%) 

There are plans for 
Oldhamstocks Village 
Hall to be demolished 
and a replacement built, 
therefore, there is a risk 
the hall may become 
unavailable as a polling 
place.   

Merge EL6I with 
EL6H (Innerwick 
Village Hall).  There 
is adequate space 
within Innerwick Hall 
to accommodate this 
increase in 
electorate 
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