
 
 
 
REPORT TO: East Lothian IJB – Audit and Risk Committee 
 
MEETING DATE: 24 September 2024 
 
BY: Chief Internal Auditor 
 
SUBJECT:  Internal Audit Update of NHS Lothian Internal Audit 

Reports 
  
 
1 PURPOSE 

1.1 To inform the Audit and Risk Committee of the recently issued audit 
reports relevant to IJB Governance, Internal Control and Risk 
Management processes submitted to the NHS Lothian Audit & Risk 
Committee. 
 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 That the Audit and Risk Committee note the contents of the audit report 
and consider any risk management implications. 

 
3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 The NHS Lothian Internal Audit team reports key audit findings, 
conclusions and recommendations to the NHS Lothian Audit & Risk 
Committee. Some of this internal audit work will provide assurances that 
should be considered by the East Lothian IJB.    

3.2 All audit reports are available publicly for review on the NHS Lothian 
website.  

3.3 Two audit reviews are considered appropriate to bring to the attention of 
the East Lothian IJB Audit & Risk Committee, being the Audit Review of 
IJB Directions NHS Lothian Processes (Appendix 1) issued in February 
2024. This review was provided with a Limited Assurance grading, 
however from the 4 high and 4 Medium recommendations only 1 medium 
recommendation is still to be implemented.  

3.4 The second review was Financial Sustainability (Appendix 2) issued in 
June 2024. This review provided Significant Assurance and contained 3 
Low Graded and 1 improvement recommendation. However is should be 
noted that the review concluded that “While the report provides 

 



significant assurance on the internal processes and controls examined 
relating to the consistency of financial plan development and the 
identification of efficiency opportunities within NHS Lothian supporting 
financial sustainability, it is important to highlight the overall financial 
position of the board.” All recommendations are due to be completed by 
the end of December 2024.     

 
4 ENGAGEMENT 

4.1 Engagement with management will have been undertaken in 
accordance with the procedures in place for the relevant Internal Audit 
team. 

 

5 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 None. 
 
6 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

6.1 The subject of this report does not affect the wellbeing of the community 
or have a significant impact on equality, the environment or economy. 

 

7 DIRECTIONS 

7.1 The subject of this report does not require any amendment to or creation 
of Directions. 

 

8 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

8.1 Financial - None 

8.2      Personnel - None 

8.3 Other - None 
 
9 BACKGROUND PAPERS  
9.1 None 

AUTHOR’S NAME Duncan Stainbank 

DESIGNATION Chief Internal Auditor  

CONTACT INFO dstainbank@eastlothian.gov.uk 

DATE 17 September 2024 
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