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> 26/03/2024
> 
> 
> 
> I am writing to you to register my objection to the proposed flood scheme. In particular I want to object to the proposed use of
common good land for the use by the construction companies as their private builders yards. This is Common Good Land and
should not become Private Bad Land surrounded by fences which excludes me .
> I am a  pensioner and my medical condition restricts me  and In addition to this  issues
which restrict my freedom to travel far from my house. .Consequently I regularly use both Fisherrow Links and Murdochs Green
which I can access as my two places to enjoy the views, the peace and quiet , to meet friends and chat , to enjoy the fresh air . I
have no alternatives ,I have no garden ,   so
escaping to these dear green places is therefore so  beneficial for my emotional health.
> I don’t want to be excluded for years.  Let the Private Construction firms  rent private fields to store their vehicles and materials
away from our town and let me enjoy my twighlight years in the peace and beauty of these common green spaces  .
> 
 
 
 Please acknowledge receipt of my letter of objection in writing and please let me  know  the next steps and estimated timescales
> Yours
 
> 
 















 

 

 

Service Manager - Governance 
Legal Services 
East Lothian Council 
John Muir House 
Haddington 
EH41 3HA 
 

 
 
 
 
 

25th March 2024 
Dear Mr Grilli, 

I am writing to object to the recently published Musselburgh Flood Protection Scheme. I am a 

lifelong resident of Musselburgh and have concerns about the scale of the scheme.  

In the  years I have lived in the town, I have never known a major flooding event. I accept that 

there may be a need for some flood defences, due to the future impact of global warming, rising 

tides, etc. but this plan seems excessive and expensive. I walk regularly along the river and 

promenade and it is devastating to think that we will lose the beautiful landscapes in our town. The 

height of the walls is a concern and the impact it will have on people in wheelchairs, children in 

pushchairs – their view is going to be a concrete wall. Even as an able-bodied adult, I fear the loss of 

these natural views and outlooks that are so important for mental health and general wellbeing. I 

also fear the harm that would be caused to the wildlife in the town, both when the walls are built 

and during the construction period. 

I would urge you to look at alternatives to the plan as it stands. Surely there are more natural 

options that can be explored. Your own literature about the scheme implies that the flood risk is not 

an imminent concern, it is more future-proofing, so surely there is time to look at other options.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 





 

 

 

Service Manager - Governance 
Legal Services 
East Lothian Council 
John Muir House 
Haddington 
EH41 3HA 
 

 
 
 
 
 

26th March 2024 
Dear Mr Grilli, 

I am writing to object to the recently published Musselburgh Flood Protection Scheme. I am a 

resident of Musselburgh, I work in the town and have serious concerns about the scale of this 

scheme.  

In the  years I have lived in the town, I have never known a major flooding event. I accept that 

there may be a need for some flood defences, due to the future impact of global warming, rising 

tides, etc. but this plan seems excessive and expensive. I walk regularly along the river and 

promenade and it is devastating to think that we will lose the beautiful landscapes in our town. The 

height of the walls is a concern and the impact it will have on people in wheelchairs, children in 

pushchairs – their view is going to be a concrete wall.   

 bike rides with the Cycling Without Age charity – these outings 

would be greatly impacted by the walls and embankments as most of the views on their journey 

would be blocked by them.  

I also fear the harm that would be caused to the wildlife in the town, both when the walls are built 

and during the lengthy construction period. 

I would urge you to look at alternatives to the plan as it stands. Surely there are more natural 

options that can be explored. Your own literature about the scheme implies that the flood risk is not 

an imminent concern, it is more future-proofing, so surely there is time to look at other options.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 











Access to local services such as schools, libraries, and healthcare, will be disrupted for an extended period of time due to road
closures and diversions in already congested areas. It is acceptable to assume emergency service access will be affected and
therefore increased risk to life is perceivable.
 
Please acknowledge receipt of my letter of objection.
 
 





encourage the natural dune system along the coast. The fact these were discounted at the start is
wrong and the situation is made worse by the exclusion of NFM decided upon in October.

The Council halted inclusion of NFM on the advice of the project team in October 2023. The evidence to
support this was a report on the Eddleston Water project. That report is flawed, and the science behind
the report was presented to the Council in a misleading way. NFM can and should take centre-stage in
flood protection.

All the indications are that the use of NFM, nature-based solutions and a flood resilience (rather than
prevention) approach are preferred over building flood walls. Even in massive river catchments like the
Severn, these approaches are being discussed and trialled. The flood walls in Brechin (built/renewed
2015) recently failed. The flood gates in Perth recently failed. Man-made interventions cannot prevent
flooding downstream – we need to do more upstream to slow/store the water so it doesn’t rush down
through the town.

The Scottish Government is heading towards NFM. On 23 December 2023, the Minister stated “The
Scottish Government recognizes the importance of natural flood management (NFM) measures in
reducing, slowing or otherwise managing flood waters across catchments and along the coast while also
delivering multiple environmental benefits.” Why is ELC not in step with the Scottish Government?

Please acknowledge receipt of my letter of objection, in writing. Please advise me of next steps, and
timescales.

Yours sincerely,

 



















                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
 

Carlo Grilli 
Service Manager – Governance 
Legal Services 
East Lothian Council 
John Muir House 
Haddington 
EH41 3HA 

 

4th April 2024  

Dear Sirs 

I am writing to object to the recently published Musselburgh Flood Protection Scheme. 

 
 East Lothian Council has commissioned a report on the 

coast from Dynamic Coast, but this is not yet available publicly – why and how is the Council 
making a decision without being open about all the evidence? Why is ELC not in step with the 
Scottish Government. 

Local residents have asked to see the data underpinning the scientific calculations of the 

project team, but these requests have been ignored. What is the reason for the lack of 

transparency 

The engineers appointed to design the project have also been allowed to write the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). They carried out an options appraisal that ruled out 

all alternatives to the current scheme, without those options being made available for public 

scrutiny or debate. Throughout the scheme the consultants and engineers have not been 

subject to challenge or adequate scrutiny. 

On 23 January 2024, the Council agreed to the scheme progressing, even though they had not 

had sight of the full EIA, only a ‘non-technical summer 

I would ask that a public enquiry is put in place to ask for more transparency in the process 

Before any agreement is accepted. 

Yours Sincerely  

  

  



 

 







Flood plains and meanders are needed the length of the Esk. There are also better alternatives to concrete walls on the beach to
protect Musselburgh from rising seas.

Yours sincerely

Sent via BT Email App
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-----Original Message-----
From: 
Sent: Friday, April 5, 2024 11:23 AM
To: Grilli, Carlo 
Subject: Objection letter: Musselburgh Flood Protection Scheme
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https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]
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sender and know the content is safe.
 
 
Dear Mr Grilli,
 
Please find attached a letter outlining reasons for our objections to the current flood prevention proposals.
 
Regards
 

 
[https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastlothian.gov.uk%2Fimages%2FELC_Be_Nice_EMAIL_FOOTER__zerotolerance_1.png&data=05%7C02
%7Cmfpsobjections%40eastlothian.gov.uk%7Cc493fcad4c0a462cf74308dc555adf52%7C85e771afe90a4487b4071322ba02cc82%7
C0%7C0%7C638479095979202040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiL
CJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bLz55I5FOPGt9KKQbl5BGzUULcpJbufLEU0kM4wwVX0%3D&reserved=0]
 



Carlo Grilli

Service Manager – Governance

Legal Services

East Lothian Council

John Muir House

Haddington

EH41 3HA

05.04.2024

Dear Mr Grilli

Musselburgh Flood Protection Scheme

We are writing to object to the recently published Musselburgh Flood Protection Scheme.  
Although our property is not at risk of flooding, we do regularly use the amenities currently 
within Musselburgh including walking along and enjoying the river and sea front and in 
particular the bird life.

We have been actively engaged with all the “consultation events” and have on a number of 
occasions expressed our concerns, however these do not seen to have been taken 
seriously.

We object to the published scheme because:

Firstly: the brief.  The scheme is predicated on a once in 200 year event. The question 
must be asked; is this necessary?, and whether the scheme might look very different if it 
was designed for a once in 75 or 100 year event?

Secondly: lack of weight given to other options.  Other options that don’t  appear to have 
been given due and full consideration include: nature based solutions, individual flood 
management at property level and the use of  demountable flood protection and/or a 
combination of all these measures. A range of options/schemes should have been presented 
as per Scottish Government guidance.

Thirdly: the design approach. The current proposals are based primarily on unimaginative 
hard, high carbon, engineering. This is perhaps not surprisingly when the lead consultants 
are a firm of engineers who have designed several such schemes throughout Scotland. It is 
such an approach which can actually exacerbate the problem. Straightening and canalising 
rivers has been the cause of flooding problems in other areas while a holistic approach 
including re-wilding projects, extensive tree planting in upland areas and introducing 
sacrificial flood plains etc. have a positive effect both on the environment and in reducing 



flood risk. We should be exploring sustainable low carbon environmentally sensitive 
solutions first. Additionally there is both a lack of any real high quality architectural and urban 
design input, it being entirely engineer led, as well as a lack of any real attempt at 
community input.

Fourthly: effect on the existing environment. The number of trees that will be felled and 
the effect on both the natural and urban environment of Musselburgh will be enormous, 
completely changing the unique character of the place. Any newly planted and/ or 
replacement trees will take decades to become mature.

Fifthly:cost. As tax payers we believe that the cost of the scheme is escalating out of all 
proportion at a time when council funding is decreasing.  Although money will come from 
Scottish Government, we consider prioritising a projected once in 200 year flooding event, 
with all that entails, is the wrong priority at time when so many services are being cut.

Finally: disruption. There will be massive disruption for many years for a project of this size 
within Musselburgh town and surrounding areas including Inveresk. As a conservation 
village Inveresk already suffers from serious issues with regard to both the volume of traffic 
and speeding within the village. It was noted that during the construction of new houses in 
the area and the creation of the new lagoons at Musselburgh, heavy lorries were regularly 
going though the village. This went on for 18 months.  If the flood prevention project goes 
ahead this could happen again as the road though Inveresk is used as one of the main 
arteries in and out of Musselburgh.

Please acknowledge receipt of my objection in writing and advise me of the next steps and 
timescales.

Your sincerely
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