
REPORT TO: Licensing Sub-Committee 

MEETING DATE: 8 May 2025 

BY:  Executive Director for Council Resources 

SUBJECT: Taxi Fare Review 

1 PURPOSE 

1.1 To allow the Licensing Sub-Committee to consider the review of the scale 
of the fares or other charges currently in operation in respect of the East 
Lothian taxi fleet.  

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That the Sub-Committee – 

a) complete the review of taxi fares by considering the two responses
received from local taxi operators and information on neighbouring local
authority tariffs;

b) agree that the confirmed tariff will come into effect on 28 July 2025; and

c) authorise officers to advertise and explain the effect of the proposals and
invite representations from the public.

3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 There is a statutory requirement for the Council to review taxi fares at least 
once every 18 months. The last review took place between August 2023 
(Appendix 1 – existing tariff), with the fares being adopted on 27 January 
2024, meaning that the next review is to be completed no later than May 
2024 in order to comply with the statutory timescales.  

3.2 To ensure compliance with this timescale, the review was initiated by way 
of consultation with the taxi trade in East Lothian regarding any proposals 
they may have regarding the review of taxi fares. That consultation ran 
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from 4 to 31 March 2025. There were two responses or proposals 
(Appendices 2 and 3) received to alter the current fee structure. The Sub-
Committee is entitled to complete the review of fares with the decision 
being to make no changes to the current levels or amend current levels. 

3.3 As part of the review of taxi fares, the Licensing Team has also consulted 
with other Licensing Authorities, namely, West Lothian, Midlothian, City of 
Edinburgh, and Scottish Borders about their current scale of fares and 
other charges. A summary of their charges can be found at Appendix 4. 

3.4 For information, comparable journey costs for the above local authorities 
have been calculated (Appendix 5). 

3.5 Before any new scale of fares and other charges can come into force, the 
Council must advertise any new proposed scale in the local press to give 
an opportunity for public representations. Said notice must also specify the 
date on which it is proposed that the tariff shall take effect, which must take 
account of the period for representations and for appeals to the Traffic 
Commissioners. It is therefore suggested that the proposed date of coming 
into effect should be eight weeks after the date of advertising. Following 
the coming into effect of the tariff, there would be a further notice published 
confirming that the new tariff is now in effect.  

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 None. In fixing a scale of fares and other charges, the Council as
Licensing Authority is complying with a statutory duty.  

5 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1 The subject of this report does not affect the wellbeing of the community 
or have a significant impact on equality, the environment or economy.   

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial - none 

6.2 Personnel - none 

6.3 Other - none 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

7.1 None 
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Appendix 1 – Existing tariff 

Appendix 2 – Trade body response (Torrance 07.01.25) 

Appendix 3 – Trade body response (Torrance 28.03.25) 

Appendix 4 – Summary of neighbouring authority tariffs 

Appendix 5 – Comparable journey costs 

AUTHOR’S NAME Ian Forrest 

DESIGNATION Senior Solicitor 

CONTACT INFO Ext 7389 

DATE 15 April 2025 

7



Appendix 1

8



Appendix 2

9



10



Appendix 3

11



12



13



Appendix 4

14



15



16



17



18




