


East Lothian Licensing Board — 26.02.2026

The committee clerk recorded the attendance of Board members by roll call.

(r) remote participants

1. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
East Lothian Licensing Board, 29 January 2026

Board members approved the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting.

2. PREMISES LICENCE
Haddington Corn Exchange, Court Street, Haddington EH413DS

Helen Faulds, Operations Officer, East Lothian Council attended along with Fiona
O’Sullivan, Team Manager, Arts Service, East Lothian Council and Michael Stitt,
Trustee of The Brunton Theatre Trust, who attended remotely. Ms Faulds began by
explaining that after the closure of the Brunton Theatre the Brunton Trust took over the
lease. The have used occasional licences for internal events and external hires and
are now applying for a premises licence. Ms Faulds added that personal licences are
held by staff and that bar training and refresher training is carried out.

PC Upton, Police Scotland confirmed that they had no objections and no comment to
make.

The Licensing Standards Officer (LSO) advised that occasional licences had been
used for a couple of years and that the premises was well run. She had no objections
to the application.

Councillor Menzies asked if off sales would ever be used other than for events such
as makers market and Ms Faulds responded by advising this would not happen.

Members welcomed the application and commented on it being a positive move.
Decision

The Board unanimously agreed to grant the Premises Licence application.

3a. PREMISES LICENCE, MAJOR VARIATION
Premier (Dunbar), 135 High Street, Dunbar EH42 1ES

Gordon Emslie, GNE Consultancy, attended along with his client Shanthi Shivakumar.
Mr Emslie advised that the application was for a revised layout for the alcohol display
area. He added that this would help staff and enable them to serve customers better.
Mr Emslie concluded by saying that Ms Shivakumar was a responsible retailer who
was investing in their business.

PC Upton, Police Scotland confirmed that they had no objections and no comment to
make.

The LSO advised that she has received no complaints about the premises and that

she found the licence holder to be a responsible retailer who had responded positively.
She had no objections to the application.
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In response to questions from Councillor Menzies Mr Emslie advised that there would
be products which take up more than one space on a shelf. He continued by saying
that the intention was to build up the product range in Dunbar by broadening the range
of whisky and wines. Mr Emslie stated that in most convenience stores you might have
up to one and half metres with specialist products that might not be available in
supermarkets and this is the area where you could have one or two spaces taken by
a product.

In response to a question from the Convener Mr Emslie advised that part of the reason
for the review of the layout was to increase security with wine being moved to be in
front of the beer cave.

Mr Emslie responded to a question from Councillor Dugdale by advising that there
were people who would come from the city to steal products from smaller towns like
Dunbar.

Councillor Menzies commented that she could not support the application as she would
like to see other items displayed and that the number of items on display was not
needed. She also commented that although she could not support the application, she
did not think the applicant was irresponsible. The Convener and Councillor McMillan
commented that they could not disagree with the comments made but added that they
would support the application as their experience was that this was a responsible
retailer. Councillor Dugdale added that the premises was well run and responsible.

Decision
In Favour: Clirs Bruce, Dugdale, Gilbert, McGuire, McMillan.
Against: Clir Menzies
Members voted to approve the Premises Licence, Major Variation application by
majority.
3b. PREMISES LICENCE, MAJOR VARIATION

Premier (Tranent), 8 Muirpark Drive, Tranent EH33 2PE
Gordon Emslie, GNE Consultancy, attended and he explained that the application was
due to an issue with capacity and added that they had thought the initial capacity was
correct but that they needed to increase the storage space. He advised that the

enhanced layout allows for better service and supports long term sustainability.

PC Upton, Police Scotland confirmed that they had no objections and no comment to
make.

The LSO advised of a compliance visit when issues with capacity had been highlighted.
She continued by stating that staff managed the store well and that the beer cave was
visible for them. Issues identified had been resolved in under seven days and the
premises was described as responsive. She ended by saying that the application was
to tidy up something that was miscalculated

Councillor Menzies commented that she had visited the store to check the layout and
that as it was a compliance issue, she would be happy to support the application.

Decision
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Members voted unanimously to approve the Premises Licence, Major Variation
application.

3c. PREMISES LICENCE, MAJOR VARIATION
The Leddie, High Street, Aberlady, Longniddry EH32 ORE

Robert Clark, General Manager attended with Caroline Louden, TLT Solicitors
attending remotely. Mr Clark introduced himself and advised that Ms Louden would
speak to the application. Ms Louden advised that the intention was to upgrade and add
to existing activities. Ms Louden gave examples such as the morning after a wedding
to raise a toast and golfing early tee times. She also commented that they currently
lose bookings for the day after a wedding. Ms Louden advised that she was aware of
the two conditions and that they were accepting of these.

PC Upton, Police Scotland advised that from 9am was out with Licensing Board policy.
He added that there were no concerns on how the premises intended to operate and
that there had been no calls since 2021 when the premises was under different
management.

The LSO advised that she had never had a complaint in relation to the service of
alcohol from the earlier time at a similar premises in the area and that the conditions
in her report had been accepted. She added that the majority of people who might be
in for breakfast will be residents and the sale of alcohol under the legislation already
exists, the application is to provide this facility for non-residents who may wish to book
events. She concluded by saying she had no concerns and that she knew Mr Clark
had operated successfully previously.

Ms Louden responded to questions from Councillor Gilbert by stating that they had no
evidence but that they could prepare a list of refused booking if that was required by
Board. She continued by advising that there would be measures in place to control the
two glass per person limit. Mr Clark added that there was no intention to provide the
wine menu with the food menu during breakfast or lunch. It would only be provided if it
was requested.

Councillor Dugdale was informed of the intention to hold a Christmas or Spring Market
in response to her question.

Mr Clark, in response to a question from Councillor Menzies, advised that they have
70 seats in the bar and restaurant for breakfast. With 27 rooms in the hotel up to 54 of
these seats can be taken by residents. He added that alcohol is not asked for every
day and that he did not see a massive demand.

Members commented that the premises was well run and had responsible
management. Councillor Menzies clarified that while she was concerned about the sale
of alcohol the evidence is clear that the sale of alcohol in hotels is not an issue.
Councillor Bruce proposed that the two conditions contained in the LSO’s report be
attached to the licence, this was seconded by Councillor Dugdale.

Decision

Members voted unanimously to approve the Premises Licence, Major Variation
application subject to the following conditions:

¢ Alcohol served between 9am and 11am is to be accompanied by a substantial
plated meal with a limit of two drinks per person.
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¢ Alcohol served between 9am and 11am is to be served by the glass and not by
the bottle.

4a. OCCASIONAL LICENCE
103-105 High Street, Tranent EH33 1LW

Carlo Grilli, Clerk to the Licensing Board advised that the application had been
withdrawn as the applicant had received a section 50 and had applied for a premises
licence.

4b. OCCASIONAL LICENCE
Mart Farm Shop, East Linton, Saleground, Station Road, East Linton.
EH40 3DN

The applicant Neil Sinclair-Parry attended remotely and advised that the current
premises licence expires in August 2026 and that he was waiting on building warrant.
When he receives the building warrant he will make an application for a full licence.

Councillor McMillan left the meeting.

Mr Sinclair-Parry explained that he had applied for an occasional licence to ensure
alcohol can continue to be sold.

Police Scotland confirmed that they had no objections and no comment to make.

The LSO advised that she was aware of the issues with obtaining the section 50 and
that using occasional licences needed to be reviewed every 12 months. That, she
explained, was the reason the application was at Board.

The Convener urged Mr Sinclair-Parry to continue with his application for building
warrant.

Decision

Members voted unanimously to approve the Occasional Licence application.

5. World Cup Extended Hours

Mr Grilli advised that Scottish Government and other licensing boards felt that Scotland
qualifying to the World Cup was of significant interest. The extending of hours would
be necessary as some of the games will be played out with the normal opening hours
of premises in East Lothian. Mr Grilli highlighted that the report provided options for
Board to consider if they wish to provide an extension to hours.

PC Upton, Police Scotland advised that Option 1 was the option that the police would
encourage. He commented that this limited the extension to home nation games
starting on or before 1am and that resources could be planned in line with these
games. Under Option 1, any games starting after 1am would require an extended
hours application so licencing and police would be aware of which premises would be
open, and conditions could be put on the applicants. He also noted that with a general
extension they would have no way of knowing which premises were open. He
highlighted the guidance document prepared by the LSO and stated that the police are
keen for four points to be highlighted, ideally alongside the statement granting the
general extension if that is the option chosen by Board. These points are:
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e an encouragement to notify licencing, who in turn can notify the police which
premises are going to use the general extension.

e an encouragement to have a first aider and a personal licence holder on the
premises from 1am.

¢ areminder that any extension does not constitute a function.
a reminder that a general extension would not apply to outdoor areas.

The LSO advised that she had engaged with the trade and that there were 146
premises with on sale and sports tv that could apply. She has prepared written
guidance for premises, and this will be published alongside Board’s decision on a
dedicated website which licensing are developing. She concluded by advising that she
will continue to assist as she can.

In response to a question from Councillor Bruce Mr Grilli explained that legislation does
not allow for conditions to be put onto general extensions. He advised that they could
be encouraged but that it would not be enforceable, he added that limitations can be
put on general extensions.

In response to questions from Councillor Menzies Sheila Fitzpatrick, Team Leader
Licensing stated that there would be sufficient time for the licensing team if all 146
licence holders apply within the time frame but that it was not just resources in the
licensing team that would need to be considered. Consultation with both police
Scotland and the LSO would have to take place. She added that she doubts all 146
premises would apply. Ms Fitzpatrick continued by stating that if Scotland progress
from the group stages there were concerns for any games after 1am as they would not
have the timeframes or the capacity to deal with applications. The LSO added that
applications are processed by the licensing team and then are passed to the police
and the LSO. They have 10 days, not 10 working days, to respond. She added that the
report to Board mentions delegated responsibility to add certain conditions that are in
the appendix and that she felt this would assist in terms of time scales. The LSO
concluded by saying it was important that applications were made early.

Mr Grilli advised that Edinburgh City Council’s decision was to show all games in the
World Cup with a 30-minute drinking up time. He added that games starting at 3am /
4am were not catered for in the proposal.

The LSO commented that it was important for Board to discuss conditions. She added
that on speaking to the trade she had noted that there was more interest from them for
the Friday and Saturday games and not such interest in other games due to staffing
costs and travel concerns. She concluded by saying that members clubs could ticket
events for more control and that all premises have neighbours and their reputation to
consider.

Mr Grilli advised that Option 1 requires an early application to be made before it is
known if Scotland qualify. That game could still be shown but there is a question over
whether it would be worth the premises opening if Scotland are not playing.

Councillor Bruce queried if having venues available with staff who can control the
situation is better than people drinking in their own homes.

Councillor Dugdale asked about the issue of transport for people getting home after
the event and Mr Grilli advised that they had no details on this. The LSO added that
there were no known additional measures in place and pointed out that the game would
run from Saturday into Sunday morning so it would be a Sunday timetable for public
transport. She continued by saying that they had not received much feedback from taxi
operators. Premises have commented on holding ticketed events for locals who can
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travel on foot. She concluded that Glasgow City Council has requested a plan is in
place for staff to get home safely.

At the suggestion of Councillor Gilbert the meeting was paused to allow members to
discuss the options in private.

When members returned they commented that there were benefits and negatives to
all the options but they all confirmed they were in favour of Option 3.

Mr Grilli clarified Option 3 as:

In terms of section 67 of the licencing Scotland Act 2005 The Board has determined
that is appropriate to grant a general extension of licenced hours for the 2026 FIFA
World Cup.

For the duration of the tournament premises can remain open until 30 minutes after
the conclusion of any Home Nation Fixture.

The extension will only apply to licenced premises which have both on sales and have
stated within their operating plan that they show television televised sports.

There is no obligation placed on licence holders to take advantage of these extensions
should they not wish to do.

The Board would like to remind all licence holders that the conditions of their Premises
Licence remain in force for the duration of the extended hours, and all relevant risk
assessments should be conducted to ensure compliance with all licencing objectives
during the period of extended hours

Decision

Members voted unanimously in favour of the Option 3

Councillor G McGuire
Convener of East Lothian Licensing Board
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10. How will you prevent Public Nuisance at the event?
Club Members and temporary Player tickets only and those signed in. Back ground Music only. No
events

11. How will you promote and protect Public Health at the event?
Primary function is for golfers and their guests. This is a temporary facility located outwith the town
and will be controlled as the current Clubhouse is. Not for overconsumption of alcohol, but this will
be monitored by staff

12. How will you protect Children from harm at the event?
There may be Junior Members or those attending with an adult. The Licence is to allow golfers to
have a alcoholic refreshment or golfers and their friends / guests to have a drink on the premises,
perhaps with a meal/ snack. Atmosphere will be conducive to under 18s being present.

SIGNATURE AND DECLARATION BY AGENT
IT IS AN OFFENCE TO MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT IN OR IN CONNECTION WITH THIS
APPLICATION
(Criminal Law {(Consolidation)(Scotland) Act 1995 Section 44(2)(b))

The contents of this application are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Date 6 February 2026
Macdonald Licensing
21a Rutland Square
Edinburgh, EH1 2BB

01312296181
alistair@macdonaldlicensing.com
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* Protecting and improving public health
* Protecting Children and Young Persons from harm.

The scrutiny given to an application for a Premises Licence is not available where premises operate under
a series of consecutive Occasional Licences. In the interests of securing public safety, and/or, for
protecting and improving public health, the Board, considers that it is not appropriate for a premises to
operate on a series of consecutive Occasional Licences, rather than apply for a Premises Licence. The
Board will require an applicant to explain at a Hearing why an application for a Premises Licence is not
being made unless the Clerk of the Board is satisfied that there are good reasons that prevent such an
application, that are not within the control of the applicant.

Where an application is to allow premises to trade on a regular basis prior to a Premises Licence
application having been determined, the application will be referred to the Board for consideration in the
first instance.

The applicant has operated his business at this location for a number of years. The garden is owned by a
landowner who he is working with to secure planning permission to apply for a premises licence. |
understand currently there is consultation with SEPA in relation to the location.

| visited the premises in 2023, where | met with Craig Wood. | found him to be very knowledgeable and
an experienced operator with no issues in compliance with the occasional licences identified. A premises
licence for the venue was discussed with Mr Wood at this visit and guidance given on the application
process. Sadly, the landowner passed away. A further planning application was then submitted the
outcome of which has not yet been decided.

In accordance with board policy above, | refer the application to the Licensing Board for determination.

Licensing Standards Officer
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| refer the application to the Licensing Board for determination in line with the policy above.

Licensing Standards Officer
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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL
LICENSING STANDARDS

From: Licensing Standards Officer To: C. Grilli
Clerk to the Licensing Board

Date: 13t March 2026
Subject: LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005
OCCASIONAL LICENCE APPLICATION(S) — OCC179 - 181/26

PRASANTH BASKARAN, PREMIER, DUNS ROAD, GIFFORD, EAST LOTHIAN, EH41
4QwW

This is an additional report in relation to the occasional licence applications above and links to the
report submitted on 6" March 2026.

On 9th March 2026 | received information through the Gifford Community Council that concerns
about the premises had been raised. Concern related to the viability of the shop, managerial
competence and ability to comply with Licensing legislation.

On 13% March | visited the premises along with a Business Compliance Officer from Trading
Standards. On arrival we introduced ourselves to the staff member. | asked for his name, and he
said Prasanth Baskaran. | immediately knew that he was not Prasanth Baskaran who | have met
previously. When challenged he then gave another name. | asked if Prasath Baskaran was available
and he informed me he was in London.

| could see that the occasional licence was displayed behind the counter along with a section 110
sign and a challenge 25 poster. | asked the staff member what training he had received to sell
alcohol. He did not appear to understand what | was asking him. | asked again what training he had
completed to sell alcohol, but he could not answer. He then made a phone call and asked me to
speak to the male on the phone.

The male on the phone identified himself as Prasanth Baskaran. He detailed he was in London and
would be back on Tuesday. | spoke with him about the staff member and his inability to answer my
guestions. | asked what training he had given his staff, and he was unable to describe any training
they had received, or he had conducted. All he said was they know when to sell and when not to
sell. | explained that in my opinion this was not sufficient to uphold the licensing objectives. | then
informed him that the staff member had given a false name and said that he was Prasanth Baskaran.
He could not explain this other than the staff member had panicked. | expressed my concern that
the staff member was struggling with English and that | felt he would struggle to complete an age
verification check.

| asked Prasanth how often he worked at the premises. He replied that he works there 4 days a week
mostly in the mornings. | informed him that | had received information that he was rarely at the
premises and spot checks would be completed over the following weeks.

| informed Prasath that concerns had been raised at the community council however he did not
accept there were any issues or problems.
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Whilst staff training is not a requirement when using occasional licences, | would expect when a
premises is operating on back-to-back occasional licences, staff are trained for the 2 hours that
would be required under a premises licence and have good knowledge. There was no documentary
evidence that staff have been given any training at the premises.

An age verification policy that | previously provided was located within a folder. It had been signed
in Oct 2025 by 4 members of staff. A refusals book was also located. The only refusal of alcohol
noted in the book was on 14t June 2025. There were 6 other refusals in the book in 2025, all for
vapes/cigarettes with the last entry in Oct 2025.

In general, stock within the premises is quite sparce with limited products on the shelves and lots
of empty space.

| refer the application to the Licensing Board for determination and consideration if the applicant
can uphold the licensing objectives. The lack of training and knowledge is very concerning and has
an impact on the licensing objectives in particular protecting children and young persons from harm

if staff are unable to communicate to complete age verification checks.

Licensing Standards Officer
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OFFICIAL

17.4 Should an application be received in respect of opening earlier than
11am, the Board will expect the applicant to justify their request and
demonstrate measures that promote the five licensing objectives.

Police have met with the applicant and they have explained that the premises is a
private members club with no access to the public at all, unless as the guest of a
member. Footfall is generally low, with approximately 60 members/ guests
attending the club on a typical day during the high season. The biggest event the
club currently hosts is their gala dinner with an attendance of approximately 120.

Footfall is significantly lower in the off season.

The main area in which alcohol would be served from 0900 — 1100 has a capacity
of 60. This variation has been sought due to a small number of members'lqoklng
to have an alcoholic drink with breakfast. The applicant is open to a condlthn .
being imposed that alcohol can only be purchased alongside food during this time.

The premises licence extends to the half-way house, this will be staffed during the
hours of 0900 to 1100.

The premises are in good order.

CCTV covers all areas in which alcohol can be bought and consumed on the
premises.

| have no adverse comment to make regarding the variations proposed.

Yours faithfully

Gregg Banks
Divisional Commander

For enquiries, please contact the Licensing Department on 0300 424 0033
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Previously when considering an application for on sales hours prior to 11am the board have considered
and added the following conditions, and | would recommend these conditions are applied:

1. Alcohol served between 0900-1100 hrs is to be accompanied by a substantial plated meal with a
limit of 2 drinks per person.

2. Alcohol served between 0900-1100 hours is to be served only by the glass and not the bottle.

The variation application contains the addition of a halfway house on the course between the 10t and
11" holes. | have been provided with an alcohol management plan for the operation of this facility
however, the proposed operations in my opinion do not comply with several mandatory conditions of the
premises licence and do not protect the licensing objectives.

The alcohol management plan details that the halfway house will not be staffed at various times. It will
be unstaffed during the winter period and evenings in the summer. The only period it will be staffed is
during the summer season 1t May — 30" September between 0930-1600 hours.

Access to the halfway house when it is unstaffed will be gained using an entry code given to members and
those playing the course. Members will be able to access a range of cans of alcohol including lager
Guinness, cider and premixed drinks. An honesty system will operate for the member to record what they
have taken to be charged to their account. There is CCTV, however, it’s not monitored remotely on a

continuous basis. It is proposed that CCTV will be used as tool to reconcile stock checks in case of any
incidents of theft.

A small, limited supply of alcohol is to be left in the premises overnight. Spirits, wine etc will only be
available when the halfway house is staffed and will not be left overnight but taken with the staff member
to and from the halfway house.

My first concerns are in relation to mandatory premises licence conditions 5 (authorisation of sales) and
9A (age verification).

Taking conditions 5 - All sales of alcohol made on the premises must be authorised (whether generally or
specifically) by—

(a) the premises manager, or

(b) another person who holds a personal licence.

This is normally adhered to by authorising a trained member of staff who will assess each sale. If the
halfway house is unstaffed this authorisation by a responsible person does not appear to be taking place.
Members and guests will be able to authorise their own sales. In the absence of a staff member there
can’t be any intervention to refuse a sale, for example if a person is intoxicated or under 18.

Condition 9A states —

(1) There must be an age verification policy in relation to the sale of alcohol on the premises.

(2) An “age verification policy” is a policy that steps are to be taken to establish the age of a person
attempting to buy alcohol on the premises (“the customer”) if it appears to the person selling the alcohol
that the customer may be less than 25 years of age (or such older age as may be specified in the policy).
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If there is no member of staff, | cannot see how a challenge 25 policy can be implemented. The condition
states there must be a policy where steps are taken to establish any person who looks under the age of
25 is asked to produce ID and only ID permitted by the Act can be accepted. | have spoken with Mr
Hassard, and he has detailed that there is only a small number of members who are under 18 but this
does not include guests. With the proposed operations should a person under 25 access the halfway house
there is nothing to stop them accessing alcohol without a check being completed at that time.

Giving a code to access the facility allows for that code to be passed on to others by members and guests,
even if changed on a regular basis. In addition, there is a risk that the door is left open by members or
members hold open the door for others in the passing etc. This presents a risk that a person under 18
could access the alcohol, amounting to criminal offences. The CCTV in the halfway house appears to be a
reactive tool rather than a means of intervening. It can only be utilised after the event.

Another risk is a proxy purchase by an adult for a young person or child. Whilst there are no means to
ever fully deal with proxy sales, if there are no staff to monitor patrons, the risk that an adult could buy
alcohol and pass it on to a person under 18 is increased.

In addition, without any staff there doesn’t seem to be a way of assessing intoxication or complete a
refusal. | understand that it is unlikely that there will be intoxication however the proposed operation still
presents a risk of this happening.

The proposed times that alcohol will be accessible are unclear and have not been detailed in the halfway
house alcohol management plan. There is no information about how off-sales will be managed to make
sure they only happen between 10am-10pm. In addition, if the facility is unstaffed alcohol could be
accessible and sold as an off sale at 10am, however, should the board apply the suggested conditions
above, alcohol cannot be drunk on the premises until 11am. Without a staff member present this
difference in sales cannot be regulated.

To avoid supply/sale of alcohol from the halfway house whilst unstaffed | have proposed to the applicant
that the pro shop within the main clubhouse could be used for off-sales of alcohol prior to setting out on
the course. There is a fridge at the rear of the club house and members could purchase alcohol as an off
sale and take it with them to be consumed at the halfway house. Challenge 25 and authorisation could
then take place by a trained staff member, and should the circumstances arise they are able to refuse a
sale. Alternatively, the halfway house could be manned on a demand basis dictated by course bookings
and player timings.

The halfway house building has a full glass front it is easy to see inside, and see alcohol stored in the glass
fronted fridge. It would be more appropriate for all alcohol to be out of sight within the building.

In my opinion the proposed unstaffed operation of the halfway house does not uphold the licensing

objectives in particular protecting children and young people from harm and preventing crime and
disorder.

This is a supply of alcohol that is available to numerous members, guests and potentially others should
the code be given out (even if mitigated by changing that code). To protect the licensing objectives and
be compliant with the premises licence conditions | believe it needs to be regulated by a staff member at
all times when alcohol is available.
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Therefore, | recommend the Board considers and applies the following additional condition should the
variation be granted:

3) Alcohol is only to be sold at the halfway house by a personal licence holder, or an authorised and trained
member of staff who are present in the building.

| have received no complaints about the premises and support all the other proposed changes on the

variation application.

Licensing Standards Officer
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