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REPORT TO:  MEMBERS’ LIBRARY SERVICE 
 
MEETING DATE: N/A 
 
BY: Executive Director for Place  
 
SUBJECT: Confirmation of Tree Preservation Order at Whittingehame 

House [T.P.O. no. 146 (2025)] 
  
 
 
1 PURPOSE 

1.1 East Lothian Council placed a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on two trees 
located within parkland to the southeast of Whittingehame House on the 4 
March 2025. This report advises members that TPO 146 (2025) has now 
been confirmed. 

 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 Members are asked to note that, under delegated powers, the decision 
has been made to confirm this Order.  

 

3 BACKGROUND 

Reason for promotion of the order 

3.1 A planning application was submitted to the council in 2022 for 
development within the parkland to the southeast of Whittingehame 
House. On assessment of the site it was noted there were significant trees 
within the planning application boundary. 

3.2 Confirmation of this order has safeguarded the amenity value of these 
culturally and historically significant mature trees. 

3.3 These trees are now protected under planning law and could not be legally 
pruned or removed without the prior agreement of the Council. 

Historic and Cultural Value 

3.4 The trees are located within the Inventory Whittingehame Garden and 
Designed Landscape. This is noted for its high horticultural value due to 
its well recorded arboretum and specimen trees. 

3.5 The TPO trees lie within the parkland of the designed landscape, forming 
part of this original parkland layout. The designed landscape inventory 
description notes that only those parkland trees in the park south of 



 

Whittingehame House now remain. This makes these trees of great 
importance to the integrity of the designed landscape. 

3.6 Both trees are important specimens, and the eucalyptus is of particular 
note. It is a direct descendent of a tree grown from seed brought back from 
Australia in 1854.  

Threat 

3.7 If these trees were felled, an important part of the cultural and 
arboricultural history of the Garden and Designed Landscape would be 
lost. 

Future Tree Felling or Tree Work 

3.8 The confirmation of this TPO would not prevent the owner of the trees from 
applying to the Council for permission to do tree management work, if 
necessary, in the future. However, the TPO would give the Council control 
over such proposals and this control would be used to ensure retention of 
these culturally and historically significant mature trees. 

Objections to the Order 

3.9 The Council was required to consider any objections and representations 
received, before the Order was confirmed. The property owners and the 
public had 45 days from the time of making the order in which to object. 

3.10 No objections or representations to this order were received within the 
notification period. 

 

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 None 

 

5  INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1   The subject of this report does not affect the wellbeing of the community 
or have a significant impact on equality, the environment or economy 

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial - None 

6.2 Personnel  - None 

6.3 Other - None 

 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

7.1 TPO 146 
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