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Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership
Wednesday 9th October 2024, 7-9 pm
Pennypit Centre, Prestonpans


Members (and substitute members) present:
	Ben Morse, Chair (BM)
Cllr Colin Yorkston, East Lothian Council (CY)
Pamela Fraser, Cockenzie and Port Seton Community Gala (PF)
Sandra Bell, Chairperson Port Seton Centre Management Committee (SB)
Carla Allan, Volunteer Centre East Lothian (CA)
Helen York, Longniddry Community Council (HY)
Graeme Hutchison, Prestonpans Children’s Gala (GH)
Stuart Thomson, Pennypit Community Development Trust (ST)
Euan Stratton, Pennypit Community Development Trust (ES)
Alan Sneddon, Prestonpans Children’s Gala (AS)


	 
	

	Others in attendance:
Emma Brown, Connected Communities Manager, ELC (EB)
Shirley Gillie, Business Support, ELC (SG)
Sharon Young, Volunteer Centre East Lothian (CA)


Apologies:
Sheila Chambers, Cockenzie & Port Seton In Bloom (SC)
Sarah Torrence, Preston Tower Parent Council (ST)
Janis Wilson, Prestonpans Community Council (JW)
Hannah Montgomery, Lighthouse Central (HM)


	
	



	AGENDA ITEM
	KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
	

	1. Welcome, Introductions & Apologies

	
	BM welcomed everyone and apologies were noted. BM confirmed the meeting was unfortunately not quorate tonight so all applications will need to be sent out urgently for an email vote.
	

	2. Minutes of previous meeting

	
	BM highlighted that as we are not quorate tonight the previous minutes from 11th September 2024 will need to be approved at the November meeting.  
	

	3. Matters Arising

	
	BM advised most matters arising would come up during this agenda.

Regarding Roads Item 5 there is an inaccurate article in the courier which BM will be dealing with to correct the record. EB advised she had emailed Roads Team to find out how the 4 projects were suggested but hasn’t received a reply yet.
EB advised had emailed SC comments from the last meeting to Amenities and they have taken this on board. EB also suggested Amenities link with Friends of Preston Tower.

CY confirmed he has no update yet regarding his enquiry about equipment.

No notes received yet from Martin from last meeting.
	

	4. New Membership

	
	BM advised we had received a request from Harbours Practice Patient Group regarding joining the Area Partnership. After discussion they are going to be joining the PSG Health & Wellbeing sub group which is brilliant. BM confirmed we also contacted Prestonpans doctors surgery, but as yet, they do not have a patient group set up. 
	


	5. Funding

	
	BM advised all 4 applications had been looked at by the Scrutiny Group and they recommended all applications for funding. As we are not quorate tonight no decisions can be taken, we will need to go to an email vote. We would appreciate a really quick response. Even if all applications are awarded we still have £7,366 funding left. The Scrutiny Group suggested any funds remaining could be allocated to the sub groups to award as we have done in previous years.

BM confirmed we had received notice of 3 late applications and asked how members felt about considering them or whether to open a new funding round. A discussion took place and there was a strong feeling from Members that funding decisions needed to be fair and any other funder would not consider late applications. The consensus reached was that due to there only being a month until our next meeting a full funding round would be better placed for decisions at our January meeting. This would allow all community groups to submit an application whilst carrying forward the 3 late applications for consideration. It was agreed to email Members to reach a decision with the following 3 questions:-

1. Are you in agreement with the new round of funding for our January meeting? YES/NO
1. Do you wish this new round to be focussed on Poverty? YES/NO
1. Do you wish this new round to be limited to applications below £1,500? YES/NO
	







	6. Roads and Amenities

	
	No update
	

	7. Blindwells Update

	
	EB advised the new TRA group is having their 1st meeting tonight with office bearers and a constitution. Sue Cairns mentioned they may get a representative to join the Area Partnership. PF asked about the new school. EB advised it is on track and there is a meeting tomorrow with Balfour Beatty about Community Benefits. EB advised no update re roundabout or Active travel path to train station. Questions asked re:- flooding and house sinking. CA asked Cllrs if they had had any concerns raised through them. CY replied nothing raised. Eb updated that Balfour Betty have also been awarded the contractors for the Cockenzie site access road and relocation of bunds material.  EB has suggested a list of Community projects which are equal to both areas. GH mentioned Inch Cape have been good to CPS. Sea green good also. EB asked about the damage to the Sailing Club Prestonpans slip way. GH may have a contact and CY suggested Gareth from the Wagonway is the best contact. Gareth has also raised the hole in the harbour wall in Cockenzie as a potential project. EB to follow up with Gareth to ascertain any further community benefit projects. 
	







EB

	8. The East Lothian Partnership Update

	
	EB advised the proposed timeline has been updated for the new Local Outcome Improvement Plan until the end of 2025. This proposal will be discussed at the next Governance group 22.10.24. EB is currently working on the performance report for the last 4 years. If agreed by the Governance group, before the work on a new LOIP is started two pieces of work will need to be completed an integrated impact assessment and  Childrens Rights and Wellbeing assessment. Chairs from Area Partnerships have been invited to a self assessment session. 
	

	9. Vice Chair recruitment 

	
	BM advised we are still looking for a Vice Chair and please get in touch if anyone is interested.
	


	10. Reports from Sub Groups

	
	Children & Youth Network
EB advised there has been no meeting since the last AP meeting but sub group working on the Child Friendly version of the Area Plan and updating the Children and Young Persons activity flyer. A number of partners supported Preston Lodge with a focus group with central education colleagues around partnership work. This was a good dry run
as a full inspection is happening after the October break. EB advised her work load means she will be stepping down from Co-Chair over the past 4.5 years and is meeting Danielle, Co-Chair next week to plan going forward.

Sustainable PSG
BM advised there had been no meeting since the last Area Partnership meeting. Nothing major to update but when we do share the survey please help distribute the survey as widely as possible.

HY added that she and another 3 Longniddry Community Council Members attended a community heat meeting.  At the meeting Thermal cameras were distributed to groups. A camera has been allocated for PSG however we need a constituted group to move forward which has Public Liability and Employee insurance. There was a query about how this works in Musselburgh as they had offered we may be able to go under their insurance. HY updated that the Sustaining Musselburgh group now had a constitution. From discussions there appeared to be 2 options we could explore if Sustaining Musselburgh would cover us in the short term:- 
1) Constituting Sustainable PSG  
2) Constituting Preston Seton & Gosford Area Partnership. 
BM/EB to follow up. 

Health & Wellbeing
SB advised the group met last week and the main focus was on the positive prescription project being run in Prestonpans between Prestonpans and Pennypit centres and the GP surgery. It has been really successful with over 20 referrals in the first month. The scheme allows doctors to refer patients for free activities or classes for 6 weeks. People are being met at the door to make them feel more comfortable. Funding is almost all finished and the Management Committee may look to submit a funding request to the AP. Members asked questions around the cost following the 6 weeks. SB updated that at the end of the 6 week period there would be a discussion with staff about whether they could afford the sessions or required a further subsidy by the Management Committee. 

A discussion took place around the current financial climate and the impact on Community Centre opening hours. 

Heritage
EB advised JI is stepping down from being Chair of this sub group. JW has agreed to be secretary to coordinate meetings. They are looking to reduce the number of meetings and have a rotating Chair. Meeting date for 2025 are just being confirmed.
	






















EB/BM

	11. A.O.C.B

	
	EB advised Angela Lamont is coming to our next meeting to discuss Community Wealth Building.
 
As GH had mentioned Blindwells development when discussing the new school EB asked if Members would like to invite Hargreaves along to the next meeting. Members agreed. 
	

	12. Area Partnership Meetings Dates for 2024/2025

	

	20/11/2024

2025 PSG Area Partnership meeting dates will be shared soon but the 1st three are:-
15th January 2025
12th March 2025
4th May 2025 APM
	Apologies to be sent to - psg-ap@eastlothian.gov.uk
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