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Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership
Wednesday 11th March 2026, 7-9 pm
Pennypit Centre, Prestonpans

[bookmark: _Hlk224713141]
Members (and substitute members) present:
  Ben Morse, Chair and Chair of Sustainable PSG (BM)
  Janis Wilson, Vice Chair and Chair of Heritage Connections (JW)
  Cllr Neil Gilbert, East Lothian Council (NG)
  Helen York, Longniddry Community Council (HY)
	Pamela Fraser, Cockenzie and Port Seton Community Council (PF)
Sandra Bell, Chairperson Port Seton Centre Management Committee and Co Chair of Health & Wellbeing subgroup (SB)
Alison Weir, Cockenzie & Port Seton in Bloom (AW)
Carla Allan, Volunteer Centre East Lothian (CA)
Martin Muir, Blindwells TRA (MM)
Jonathan Sharples, Co-Chair Children & Youth Network (JS)
Brian Weddell, Pennypit Community Development Trust (BW)
Euan Stratton, Sports Hub (ES)
Audrey Bain, Pennypit Centre Management Committee (AB)
Angie McInnes, Pennypit Centre Management Committee (AM)


	 
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk224713188]Others in attendance:
Emma Brown, Connected Communities Manager, ELC (EB)
Shirley Gillie, Business Support, ELC (SG)
Aimee Bryson, East Lothian Food Bank (AB)



Apologies:
Lynn Marshall, Deputy Lieutenant (LM)
Sandy Darling, PSG Youth (SD)
Danielle Lough, Preston Tower Parent Council (DL)
Gill Harman, CDO (GHa)
Owen Smith, Prestonpans Comm Centre Management Comm (OS)
Angela Gentile, Circle (AG)
Jordan Irvine, ELC CDO (JI)
Graham Hutchison, Prestonpans Children’s Gala (GH)



	
	

	AGENDA ITEM
	KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
	

	1. Welcome, Introductions & Apologies

	
	BM welcomes everyone along to the last meeting of 2025-2026 financial cycle. Introductions were made and apologies were noted.
	


	2. VCEL Locator presentation – Carla Allan

	
	 CA gave the following presentation. This will be shared with everyone. CA encourage everyone to use this and raise awareness. 




Volunteer Centre East Lothian (VCEL) is proud to share the VCEL Locator, an innovative online platform designed to improve connectivity and collaboration across the region.
The VCEL Locator simplifies the process of finding local services, groups, and organisations, making it easier for East Lothian’s residents to access support and for services to collaborate more effectively.
Whether you’re a statutory or non-statutory organisation, a community group, or an individual seeking support, the VCEL Locator empowers everyone to be part of a stronger, more connected East Lothian.
 
The VCEL Locator is a vital step towards building stronger connections across East Lothian. It not only provides access to services but fosters collaboration between organisations, helping us work together to create a more inclusive and supportive community, said Maureen Allan, Chief Officer of VCEL.
 
The platform is open to all organisations and services in East Lothian. Registration is straightforward, and participation offers significant benefits for enhancing visibility and community collaboration.

	


	3. Minutes of previous meetings 14.1.2026

	
	Minutes from meeting 14.1.2026 were approved by PF and seconded by JW
	              

	4. Matters Arising 

	
	Bus Stop
EB enquired about the bus stop should be finished in the next couple of weeks.
MM thought that the roundabout needed to be finished first. EB will follow this up.

Mail box
A letter has gone to Royal Mail

Access to Primary School
EB following up on this.

Ad Blu
BM has received confirmation that all machinery that requires it is using Ad Blu.

Pump Track 
A question was raised regarding CCTV being installed at the Pump Track. EB checked and there are no plans to do this. 

Designated Bus
Nothing heard back on this.

Amendments
SG completed the amendments that were requested to the previous minutes.

Standing Orders 
EB/SG have updated the Standing orders

	

	5. Conflict of Interest Register Update

	
	BM advised this is a standard item on the agenda. Members were asked to advise us of any updates as they arise. 
	

	6. 
Bus Service and Connectivity

	
	There was a discussion regarding concerns of Bus connectivity in Preston Seton & Gosford particularly following the re route of Lothian bus route 26. There was an agreement for sub group Chairs to meet to discuss the issues separately. EB suggested we could invite ELC Transport Officer to our September meeting. 
	
EB


	7. Funding

	
	· £520 Prestonpans Management Committee – P7 Club
EB advised OS is unable to attend tonight but did send a request to carry over remaining funding not spent into the new financial year and carry on this worthwhile project. A discussion took place. 
Members voted to allow the remaining funds to be carried over into the next financial year.
YES:  11   NO: 0   CONFLICT: 2 

· Holiday Hunger voting
BM apologised for causing any confusion by advising last years applicants to include Easter 2026 in their application as this falls in the 2026-2027 funding year.
Due to this Port Seton Centre advised on funding from last year they had ring fenced for Easter 2026 and that Easter 2027 should be removed from their application. This has reduced Port Setons application from £1,463.56 to £597.34. 

Port Seton have also advised that there was reduced attendance at previous holiday activities which is being discussed with Cockenzie Primary School however this means they have £573.48 to return to the Area Partnership and increased the available Holiday Hunger Budget to £5973.48.

Scrutiny Group recommended funding all applications in full.

Members voted to fully fund £750 Connected Communities
MEMBERS: 13   NO: 0   CONFLICT: 0  

Members voted to fully fund £597.34 ELC – Port Seton 
MEMBERS: 12   NO: 0   CONFLICT: 1

Members voted to fully fund £3,663 Pennypit Dev Trust
MEMBERS: 10   NO: 0   CONFLICT: 3

EB advised the £963.14 is remaining for Holiday Hunger only and not part of the General Budget.  

· PSG Area Partnership funding dates 30th March 2026 – 15th April 2026
As agreed at the last Area Partnership meeting our next funding round of £45,000 will be open from 30th March 2026 till 15th April 2026. The Scrutiny Group will meeting on the 23rd April and our Annual Public Meeting is 29.4.26. 

· Roads & Amenities
EB advised Roads Department are in Business Continuity due to staffing levels. They have committed to going ahead with providing us with 3 or 4 priority projects which the AP will be able to vote on. This information is unlikely to received by our APM meeting in April. If not available by our April APM meeting, we can take these to June meeting for voting on. BM would have liked to share these priorities at our APM meeting in April.

HY raised the drop kerb at Longniddry to be added to the list and BM raised about moving the speed reactive sign at Cockenzie & Port Seton Avenue. EB will follow up these up. 

· Gala Adverts
EB asked if everyone is happy to continue with adverts in the gala programmes. Longniddry Gala have approached us already - £50 advert.
Members voted unanimously to fully fund Gala Adverts to raise awareness for PSG AP.

	

	8. 
East Lothian Partnership LOIP	

	
	EB gave the presentation below:-




EB will share the presentation and advised at the Board meeting on Monday the Local Outcome Improvement Plan was approved. 
EB advised the East Lothian Area Partnership Area Plan will need updated to align with the new priorities. 
BM highlighted that the Area Plan is a living document which will need to be revisited on regular occasions. He asked sub group chairs, vice chair and chair to review the Area Plan and feedback on any proposed changes. 
	





EB

	9. Reports from Subgroups

	
	Sustainable PSG
This group is currently not meeting whilst it looks for a new Chair.

Heritage
JW advised the group met last month. JI secured funding transport for local primary schools to access heritage sites through Inch Cape. Preston Tower is open on the 1st Saturday of every month. 
EB advised that funding had been returned which related to the Salt of the Earth project from Heritage Lottery. There is just over £7,000 which the Lottery has agreed can be used for training, web sites and a small funding round. 

Health & Wellbeing
SB advised the group are meeting next week and will update at the next meeting.

Children & Youth Network
JS was unable to attend the last meeting however advised the new Pennypit Park will be opening tomorrow. EB received an update form GH advising that the network had met last week and the focus was on safe spaces for young people. Tried an in person meeting but got mixed response. 
	

	10. A.O.C.B. 

	
	BM advised about an event the University of Strathclyde is running focussed on Energy Stories through a Creative Writing Workshop at Cockenzie House and Gardens on 21.3.26.  Nice project looking at series of past, present and future energy stories. Dr Liam Bell University of Strathclyde keen for everyone to come along and get involved. 1pm till 4pm Open to all 16+.
	

	11. Dates for 2026

	
	29th April APM, 17th June, 9th September, 4th November 
	Apologies to be sent to - psg-ap@eastlothian.gov.uk
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VCEL Locator:
 Find Support. Find Community.
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Introducing the VCEL Locator:



The Locator is a map-based directory of over 700 services from 600+ organisations across East Lothian.



Each entry includes service details, contact info, and links. It’s free and open to everyone.



Accessible at: www.volunteereastlothian.org.uk/vcel-locator









2





How to Use the Locator:


1. Visit the Locator webpage.


2. Use the search bar to enter keywords (e.g. food bank, youth club).
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Continued:

3. Filter by location or category.

4. Click pins on the map or list items for full details.

5. Organisations can add or update their services through the online form.
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Key Features:







5





Dual map & list view for easy navigation





• Search & filter by type and area





• Mobile-friendly design





• Editable by organisations for accuracy





• Encourages collaboration across sectors





How It Will Helps East Lothian Communities

 Increases awareness of local services

• Helps people find support faster

• Supports volunteer recruitment & matching

• Strengthens community resilience

• Promotes equality of access and visibility for small groups
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What Next?
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Use the Locator to find local support or volunteering opportunities





Organisations: Add or update your services





Share it with your community networks






Thank You!

Any questions or additional info please get in contact:
 
carla@volunteereastlothian.org.uk


www.volunteereastlothian.org.uk



01875 615423



56 High Street

Tranent

East Lothian

EH33 1HH









8



image1.jpg

Volunteer Centre
East Lothian






image2.jpg

Volunteer Centre
East Lothian







image3.png

ABOUTLOCATOR  ADD/EDIT YOUR ENTRY

HOME

+
i

'SEARCH RESULTS

Andy’s Man Club
AtANDYSMANCLUB, we want to eiiminate the stigma

sutounding mental heatihand create ojudgment- >
fre.

Mid & East Lothian Drugs

offering support counselling and advice to >

substance misusers and their families...

Lothian Autistic Society (East Lothian)
Founded in Edinburghin 1992, Lothian Autistc Society )
is amember led, person centered charity. We ..

‘CAPS Collective Advocacy - Experiences of Trauma
This project s for people who have experienced

Privacy Policy ~ Terms and Conditions Company Limited by guarantee No. SC230098 Scotish Chariy No.
y Policy pany ¥9 y

SC029045, Registered offce 56 High Sreet, Tranent EH33 HH






image4.png

Search Mop fstings.. R BRon -t =)
youth n
Advanced Search
SEARCH RESULTS (9 results) tonpans
X
Can-Do \\
Can Dois an exceptional charity offering fun, N c reston

friendship and adventures for young people with
disab..

Youth Befriending

AtVCEL we help improve the ives of 8-16 yearolds
from all kinds of disadvantaged backgrounds inc.. (I
pinkie ' roes

A Wyt

Musselburgh Sea Cadets
Part of a National Nautical Youth Chartty. Offering UFE 3
Skills and quantications for 10-18 year ol

Pennypitspecial Needs Youth Club (PSNYC)
To provide a fun and sofe environment for 15-24 year
olds with special needs to socially interact wi..

Edmonstone o

Dandernall  Vilage

Privacy Polcy  Terms and Conditions ‘Company Limited by guarantee No. SC230098 Scottish Charity No.
5020045, Regstered office 56 High Street Tranent EH33 HH






image5.png

~ Emma Brown | Contact | Salesforc X | @& VCEL Locator Alternatives X | VCEL Locator | Volunteer Centre £ X @ VCEL Locator - Volunteer Centre \ X+ - o x

< G | O https//vcellocator.org.uk A @ - O

© @ VCEL ® Pl gy Epay-Dashboard & Mio G Google @B YouTube @ Bookingswithme-.. [Z BrightiR B X @) Facebook (@ Home-Canva & Foodbank Referrals @ ChatGPT £ Other favourites

LOCATOR Py

Powered by Volunteer Centre East Lothian

ABOUT LOCATOR ADD/EDIT YOUR ENTRY

Search Map listings...

youth
Locations:
Check All Clear All

() Dunbar and East Linton
[ Fa'side
(m]

Haddington and Lammermuir
() Musselburgh

(] North Berwick Coastal

() Preston Seton and Gosford

O nul

Advanced Search

Categories: v:nplni

Check Al Clear All

Cuthill -
() Advice / Information Preston =

) Advocacy >
() Animal Welfare /
- Westpans

7
() Awareness Raising

Levenhall ,

() Befriending
() Charity shop
() Climate Change

Pinkie _#
Braes .~

) Community

Stoneybank

() Community / Public Event
Cafe

New
winton
o

Monktonhall >
- /

Development
Garden

Privacy Policy ~ Terms and Conditions Company Limited by guarantee No. SC230099 Scottish Charity No.

SC029045. Registered office 56 High Street, Tranent EH33 1HH






image6.png

/*\
\Y/






image15.svg

  
.MsftOfcResponsive_Fill_ed515c {
 fill:#ED515C; 
}

        




image7.svg

  
.MsftOfcResponsive_Fill_a47dd5 {
 fill:#A47DD5; 
}

     




image8.png







image9.svg

  
.MsftOfcResponsive_Fill_d8d500 {
 fill:#D8D500; 
}

  




image10.png







image11.svg

  
.MsftOfcResponsive_Fill_3aaa35 {
 fill:#3AAA35; 
}

 




image12.png







image13.svg

  
.MsftOfcResponsive_Fill_646363 {
 fill:#646363; 
}

   




image14.png







image16.png







image17.svg

  
.MsftOfcThm_Accent1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#82CBCD; 
}
.MsftOfcThm_Accent1_Stroke_v2 {
 stroke:#82CBCD; 
}

     




image18.png







image19.svg

  
.MsftOfcResponsive_Fill_ffffff {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}

  




image20.png







image21.svg

  
.MsftOfcResponsive_Fill_ffffff {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}

      




image22.png

Of
5

o0






image23.svg

  
.MsftOfcResponsive_Fill_ffffff {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}

       






Find Community

Volunteor Contro.
Eastlothian






image3.emf
ELCPP AP  Presentation.pptx


ELCPP AP Presentation.pptx


Local Outcome Improvement Plan 2026-36











East Lothian Partnership





East Lothian Community Planning Partnership





East Lothian 

Plan





East Lothian Local Outcome Improvement Plan





Governance Group





Board









Adoption of new language









Early Intervention, Prevention and Inequity 

East Lothian Community Planning Partnerships focus is embedded in prevention, early intervention and reducing inequalities (inequity).  



The East Lothian CPP will work to the following definitions of Prevention, Early Intervention and Inequity.

Prevention
Invest to stop problems happening in the first place.

Early intervention 
Focusing on early detection of a problem to support early intervention and support or 
reducing the level of harm

Inequity
Identify where inequities exist, understand what drives them, and take targeted action to reduce them.











Engagement and Co-Production

More than 25,000 people have helped to shape the themes and actions within the plan.

This includes nearly 10,000 children, young people and families. 

Over 60 partners have supported this effort, with 140 reports, engagement and research shaping the priorities.













Engagement and Co-Production











Living Well

Keeping Safe

Money Matters

3 Key Themes emerged from engagement: health and mental health, feeling safe at home in our community, and 
tackling poverty and inequality.



Climate change, transport, participation, were important to communities









Themes and Priority Areas

Living Well:  Wellbeing   Staying Connected   Healthy and Active Places and Spaces. 


Keeping Safe:  Online and Phone Safety   Safer Communities
  Gender Based Violence and Abuse   Substance Use
  Climate Resilience and Adaptation. 


Money Matters:   Good Quality Jobs that Pay Fairly  Enough Money from Benefits  A good life with access to the Essentials          Climate Change Ready    Stigma-aware and trauma informed with lived experience. 







https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/download/14124/east_lothian_local_outcome_improvement_plan_loip











New Governance Structure











Sub-groups – Living Well, Keeping Safe and Money Matters

















Reporting structure







Improvement plan (Short life working group)

A review of how Elected Members and community representatives engage with the leadership of the partnership.

Improving awareness and transparency of community planning and its governance and accountability.

Strengthening the monitoring and reporting to show the impact the partnership was making.

Developing the CPP’s approaches to community engagement to ensure the views of the wider community influence the work of the partnership. 















A short life working group of Board members will continue to lead on areas of improvement 
and partnership working, identified through the self-assessment process.
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Next Steps and Timelines

Strategic groups to develop logic frameworks including baseline and measurement data from March – September 2026.



Officers group to work with data colleagues to develop a dashboard between March 2026 and April 2027.



Officers to produce an annual report on the work of the East Lothian Community Planning Partnership in September 2027.







Strong links with CSP, Youth Vision, LDP2, Open Space, Physical Activity and Sport Strategy etc

Youth Vision reflects the key priority of Safety



CSP plan being developed has four themes; three from LOIP and Belonging to East Lothian



Three thematic specific plans Open Space and Physical Activity and Sport Strategy and LDP 2



East Lothian Partnership Community Engagement and Participation Strategy August 2026
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