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public 

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 East Lothian Council placed a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on 
woodland to the east of Coalgate Avenue, Tranent on 19 February 2026. 
This report advises members that TPO 152 (2026) has now been 
confirmed. 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 Members are asked to note that, under delegated powers, the decision 
has been made to confirm this Order. 

3 BACKGROUND 

Reason for promotion of the order 

3.1 East Lothian Council were informed by the agent acting for the owner of 
land to the east and north of Tranent that they intended to carry out 
selective felling of trees within the area that fall under Scottish Forestry 
felling permission exemptions.  

3.2 One of the areas identified included a regenerating native woodland. On 
assessment of the site it was identified that as the trees within the 
woodland are young and of generally small stem diameter, many of the 
trees could fall within the exemption category and the works could 
therefore lead to significant loss of trees within the woodland. 



3.3 Confirmation of this order has safeguarded the amenity value of this 
woodland. 

3.4 The trees forming this woodland are now protected under planning law 
and cannot be legally pruned or removed without the prior agreement of 
the Council.   

Visibility 

3.5 The woodland makes a significant contribution to the visual amenity and 
overall character of this part of East Lothian and is publicly visible. It 
plays an important role in the landscape setting of Tranent, being highly 
visible in views from the east and from the A1 to the northeast. The 
woodland helps soften the edge of the urban settlement and reinforces 
the town’s landscape character in these views. 

Community Value 

3.6 The site provides a valuable community woodland resource. The 
woodland provides significant health and wellbeing benefits, offering 
nearby residents an easily accessible natural greenspace for informal 
recreation, relaxation, and connection with nature. 

3.7 At 5.68 hectares, it lies within 500 metres of a substantial number of 
Tranent residents, including some of our most deprived communities 
immediately adjacent to the woodland. Increasing access to woodland 
for communities in areas of deprivation is a key target of the Tree and 
Woodland Strategy (TWS), and this particular woodland is specifically 
identified within the TWS as an important asset.  

Biodiversity Value 

3.8 The woodland contributes significantly to the limited woodland cover in 
this part of East Lothian, helping to address a recognised deficit in local 
tree and woodland provision. 

3.9 The site supports a mosaic of young regenerating broadleaf woodland, 
scrub and ground flora, creating structurally diverse habitat that supports 
a wide range of species. Protecting this woodland helps maintain habitat 
continuity within the wider local ecological network, supporting species 
movement and resilience. 

3.10 The woodland also contributes to wider climate and nature recovery 
objectives by sequestering carbon, supporting soil health, and offering 
long‑term potential to develop into a more mature and species‑rich 
woodland community under appropriate management 

Threat 

3.11 If this woodland was lost it would impact significantly on the amenity 
value and setting of Tranent, leading to a loss of important habitat and 
recreational resource. Unmanaged felling could fragment habitats and 
harm the woodland ecosystem 



Future tree felling or tree work 

3.12 The confirmation of this TPO does not prevent the owners of the 
woodland from applying to the Council for permission to undertake 
necessary tree management work in the future. However, the TPO would 
give the Council control over such proposals, ensuring that tree cover is 
retained in this area. 

Objections to the Order 

3.13 The Council was required to consider any objections and 
representations received, before the Order was confirmed. The land 
owner and the public had six weeks from the time of making the order in 
which to object.  

3.14 No objections or representations to this order were received within the 
notification period.

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 None 

5 RESOURCE AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 Finance: None 

5.2 Human Resources: None 

5.3 Other (e.g. Legal/IT): None 

5.4 Risk: None 

6 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

6.1 Select the statement that is appropriate to your report by placing 
an ‘X’ in the relevant box. 

An Integrated Impact Assessment screening process has 
been undertaken and the subject of this report does not 
affect the wellbeing of the community or have a significant 
impact on: equality and human rights; tackling socio-
economic disadvantages and poverty; climate change, the 
environment and sustainability; the Council’s role as a 
corporate parent; or the storage/collection of personal 
data. 

or 

X 



The subject of this report has been through the Integrated 
Impact Assessment process and impacts have been 
identified as follows: 

Subject Impacts identified (Yes, 
No or N/A) 

Equality and human rights 

Socio-economic disadvantage/poverty 

Climate change, the environment and 
sustainability 

Corporate parenting and care-experienced 
young people  

Storage/collection of personal data 

Other 

[Enter information on impacts that have been identified] 

The Integrated Impact Assessment relating to this report has been 
published and can be accessed via the Council’s website: 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210602/equality_and_diversity/120
14/integrated_impact_assessments 

7 APPENDICES 

7.1 TPO 

8 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

8.1     None

9 AUTHOR AND APPROVAL DETAILS 

Report Author(s) 

Name Sarah Cheyne 

Designation Senior Projects Officer - Landscape 

Tel/Email scheyne@eastlothian.gov.uk 

Date 13-04-26
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IN WTNESS WHEREOF these presents consisting of this and the preceding 4 pages together 

with Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 (containing 2 parts) and the Map annexed are subscribed as 

follows:-

This Order is sealed with the Common Seal of East Lothian Council and signed for and on its 

behalf by Tanya Jane Murray, Principal Solicitor at Haddington on 19 February 2026. 
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Proper Officer 

East Lothian Council 

John Muir House 

Haddington 

East Lothian Council in Exercise of The Powers Conferred on them by Section 160 of The Town 

and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 Confirmed the foregoing Order and attached Map 
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Proper Officer 

East Lothian Council 

John Muir House 

Haddington 





Reason for promotion of order: 

This Tree Preservation Order is being promoted to secure the retention of an area of young 

woodland to the east of the settlement of Tranent adjacent to Coalgate Avenue. 

The woodland plays a key role in softening views of Tranent from the east and the A 1 to the 

northeast and provides an important landscape setting for the settlement. It also provides an 

important woodland resource close to the settlement in one of the lowest wooded areas of East 
Lothian. 
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Tanya Jane Murray 

Principal Solicitor 

Proper Officer 

East Lothian Council 

John Muir House 

Haddington 









Section 47A 
Section 48 (determination of 
appeals) 

To apply to the Order. 
(a) In subsection (5)(a) -

(i) for "sections 33, 37(1) to (3), 38(1) to (3),41 (1) and
(2) and 42 Part I of Schedule 3" substitute "section
37(1 ), (1A) and (1 B)"; and
(ii) for "planning permission" substitute "consent under
a tree preservation order".
(b) Omit subsections (5)(b) and (6) to (8).
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TanyJ Jane Murray 
Principal Solicitor 

Proper Officer 
East Lothian Council 

John Muir House 
Haddington 









(a) sections 37(1), (1A) and (18) shall apply, with any necessary modifications, in relation

to an appeal to the Scottish Ministers under section 47 as they apply in relation to an

application for consent under a tree preservation order which falls to be determined

by the authority.

(9) Schedule 4 applies to appeals under section 47, including appeals under that section as

applied by or under any other pr�vision of this Act. 

- ; ....... / 
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Tanya Jane Murray 

Principal Solicitor 

Proper Officer 

East Lothian Council 

John Muir House 

Haddington 





� This is the plan referred to in the foregoing Tree reservation Order, 
\\ land to the east of Coalgate A venue, Tranent, No. 52 (2026) 
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This base plan is reproduced from 
Ordnance Survey material with the 
permission of Ordnance Survey on 
behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's 
Stationery Office Crown Copyright 2026. 
Unauthorised reproduction infringes 
Crown Copyright and may lead to 
prosecution or civil proceedings. 
East Lothian Council AC0000824676 
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