












considering these areas to be different to Musselburgh; perhaps giving the proposals 
greater consideration had there been a longer period with no issues which had to 
involve Police Scotland; the concerns caused by the cumulative number and types of 
calls; and although the issues not being attributable to the premises, nevertheless 
being unwilling to support such an experiment given what was known about situation 
in the area. 

Councillor McMillan moved to roll call vote, and Committee members unanimously 
voted to refuse the application. 

Later in the meeting, Committee members formally agreed the reason for refusal, 
which had been due to concerns over community safety. 

Decision 

The Licensing Sub-Committee refused the licence as they considered that public and 
community safety would be compromised by the extended opening hours. 

7. APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A SECOND-HAND DEALER LICENCE
Andrew Thomson, Inglis Avenue, Port Seton

An application had been received from Andrew Thomson for the grant of a second­
hand dealer licence, and had been brought before the Licensing Sub-Committee after 
there had been a failure to display the site notice for the required period of 21 days. 

Mr Thomson explained that he had always been interested in old cars, and had fixed 
them up for around a period of 10-12 years. He said he had always parked them near 
his home, and swapped and cars with friends and occasionally sold a car. He pointed 
out that his activities had never attracted any interest before now. He reported that he 
received a call after someone had complained, and he had been informed that he 
required a second-hand dealer licence. 

Nicola Harrison, Licensing Standards Officer (LSO), advised that she had visited the 
property to perform a site notice check. She had been unable to find it, making the 

application non-compliant. She had also spoken with Mr Thomson's father, who had 
indicated that he was not supportive of the application or of the displaying of the site 
notice. 

PC Upton explained that Trading Standards had asked him for assistance with the 
case. He reported having spoken with Mr Thomson on the phone about his activities, 
and, having relayed the information back, Trading Standards had determined that Mr 

Thomson was trading vehicles and thus required a second-hand dealer licence. 

Mr Thomson responded to questions from Committee members. He reported that his 
parents were not keen on the cars being around the property. He said he had displayed 
the notice in the window of one of the cars, but conceded that the car may not have 
been in situ when the LSO visited. He advised that the cars were usually from pre-
2000, and some of them were old enough that the car tax was free. He confirmed that 
the cars were in his name, and described using them for a short time before getting rid 
of them or swapping them. He advised he currently had six or seven cars. He kept one 
car in a Council-owned garage, and kept some on the road. 
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